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Übersicht

Dipolmomente repräsentieren die Ladungsverteilung in polaren Molekülen und sind ein
Maß für die räumliche Ladungstrennung. Sie richten sich in einem äußeren elektrischen Feld
entlang der Feldlinien aus. Dipolmomente von Molekülen sind seit langer Zeit Gegenstand
eines regen wissenschaftlichen Interesses in einer Vielzahl von Forschungsgebieten und wer-
den von zahlreichen Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftlern untersucht. Während für
die Bestimmung von Dipolmomenten im Grundzustand unterschiedliche Messmethoden ex-
istieren, die auch eine gute Genauigkeit liefern, stellt die Bestimmung von Dipolmomenten
im elektronisch angeregten Zustand eine Herausforderung dar. Obgleich Dipolmomente im
elektronisch angeregten Zustand in der Gasphase mit höchster Genauigkeit bestimmbar
sind, offenbaren sich bei dieser Bestimmungsmethode rasch deren Limitationen, sobald die
Molekülgröße erheblich zunimmt und eine Umsetzung der Untersuchung in der Gasphase
nicht mehr möglich ist, da das zu untersuchende Molekül zuvor dissoziiert. An diesem
Punkt setzt das zentrale Thema dieser Dissertation an, indem ein Phasenwechsel vorgenom-
men wird und die Bestimmung von Dipolmomenten im elektronisch angeregten Zustand
in der flüssigen Phase erfolgt. Zu diesem Zweck wird der Ansatz der thermochromen
Methoden gewählt, da dieser im Vergleich zum Ansatz der solvatochromen Methoden, die
erstaunlicherweise, trotz einer Vielzahl von Problemen, nach wie vor eine hohe Verbreitung
aufweisen, einige Vorteile bietet.

Als Grundlage der thermochromen Bestimmungsmethoden dienen die solvatochromen
Bestimmungsmethoden, welche durch eine Vielzahl von theoretischen und experimentellen
Studien mit dem Ziel der Quantifizierung der Lösemitteleffekte auf das gelöste Molekül
und somit auf die Auswirkung der gegenseitigen Beziehung von Solvens und Solvat auf die
Absorptions- und Emissionsspektren zu einer großen Anzahl von Gleichungen zur Beschrei-
bung dessen führten. Die existierenden Gleichungen beschreiben die Korrelation zwischen
der Änderung des Dipolmoments im Grundzustand hin zum Dipolmoment der elektronisch
angeregten Zustände und deren Auswirkung auf die Absorption und Emission. In den am
häufigsten verwendeten Gleichungen zur Beschreibung dieses Sachverhalts wird auf die
lineare Korrelation zwischen dem Stokeshift und der sogenannten Lösemittelpolaritäts-
funktion zurückgegriffen. Die zentralen Bestandteile dieser Lösemittelpolaritätsfunktionen
sind der Brechungsindex und die Permittivität des verwendeten Lösemittels.

Unter Berücksichtigung der genannten Aspekte wird in der vorliegenden Dissertation
ein Forschungsbeitrag geleistet. Im Folgenden erfolgt eine intensive Auseinandersetzung
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mit der adäquaten theoretischen Beschreibung der Lösemittelpolaritätsfunktionen sowie
der genauen Definition des Temperatureinflusses auf die maßgeblichen Parameter. Inner-
halb des Arbeitskreises wurde bereits zuvor, unter Beteiligung des Autors, der invalide
Parameter in Form des Onsager-Radius, welcher ein Bestandteil der originalen Lösemit-
telpolaritätsfunktionen ist, durch das reale Kavitätsvolumen ausgetauscht. Des Weiteren
werden Dipolmomente in Lösung von Molekülen bestimmt, die eine gemeinsame Grund-
struktur aufweisen, jedoch unterschiedliche Substituenten besitzen, sowie von größeren
Molekülen, die in der Gasphase nicht leicht zugänglich sind. In der Gesamtschau dient das
Vorgehen dem exakteren Verständnis der Bestimmung von Dipolmomenten im elektronisch
angeregten Zustand über Methoden der Thermochromie, der methodischen Optimierung
sowie der vertieften Einsicht in die Interaktion zwischen Solvens und Solvat, welche sich
maßgeblich in der elektronischen Struktur des zu untersuchenden Moleküls manifestiert.

In Ergänzung zur theoretischen Auseinandersetzung bezüglich der Methode der Ther-
mochromie und der darin enthaltenen Parameter, insbesondere dem Brechungsindex
und der Permeabilität, sowie zur experimentellen Bestimmung von Dipolmomenten im
elektronisch angeregten Zustand erfolgt eine Bestimmung der Molekülparameter über quan-
tenchemische Rechnungen sowie über die hochauflösende laserinduzierte Fluoreszenzspek-
troskopie (High Resolution Laser - Induced Fluorescence, HRLIF), sofern die Moleküle
durch diese Bestimmungsmethode zugänglich sind. Dies dient dem Zweck, Vergleichswerte
zur Verifikation der Ergebnisse aus der Bestimmung in Lösung zu erhalten sowie dem
Zweck der Bestimmung zusätzlicher Molekülparameter. Die Berücksichtigung dieser Daten
verdeutlicht, dass zum gegenwärtigen Zeitpunkt unter Berücksichtigung des aktuellen
Forschungsstandes eine verlässliche Interpretation der Ergebnisse der Dipolmomentbestim-
mung in Lösung lediglich unter Einbezug dieser Daten gewährleistet werden kann.
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Abstract

Dipole moments represent the charge distribution in polar molecules and are a measure of
the spatial charge separation. They align along the field lines in an external electric field.
Dipole moments of molecules have been the subject of keen scientific interest in a variety
of research areas for quite some time and are investigated by numerous scientists. While
different measurement methods exist for determining dipole moments in the ground state,
which also provide good accuracy, determining dipole moments in the electronically excited
state is challenging. Although dipole moments in the electronically excited state can be
determined with the highest accuracy in the gas phase, this method of determination
quickly reveals its limitations as soon as the molecule size increases significantly and it is
no longer possible to carry out the investigation in the gas phase because the molecule to
be investigated dissociates beforehand. At this point, the central topic of this dissertation
comes into play, in that a phase change is carried out and the determination of dipole
moments in the electronically excited state takes place in the liquid phase. For this purpose,
the approach of thermochromic methods is chosen because it offers some advantages over
the approach of solvatochromic methods, which surprisingly are still widely used, despite
of a large number of problems.

The basis of the thermochromic determination methods are the solvatochromic determi-
nation methods, which, through a variety of theoretical and experimental studies, have
led to the quantification of the solvent effects on the dissolved molecule and thus on the
effect of the mutual relationship between the solvent and solvate on the absorption and
emission spectra of a large number of equations to describe it. The existing equations
describe the correlation between the change in the dipole moment from the ground state
to the dipole moment of the electronically excited states and their effect on absorption
and emission. The most prominent equations for describing this phenomenon make use of
the linear correlation between the Stokes shift and the so-called solvent polarity function.
The central components of these solvent polarity functions are the refractive index and
the permittivity of the solvent used.

Taking into account the aspects mentioned, a research contribution is made in the present
dissertation. In the following, an intensive examination of the adequate theoretical descrip-
tion of the solvent polarity functions as well as the exact definition of the temperature
influence on the relevant parameters is carried out. Within the working group, the in-
valid parameter in the form of the Onsager radius, which is a component of the original
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solvent polarity functions, has already been replaced by the real cavity volume with the
participation of the author. Furthermore, dipole moments are determined in solution for
molecules that have a common basic structure but different substituents, as well as for
larger molecules that are not easily accessible in the gas phase. The overall aim of the
approach is to gain a more precise understanding of the determination of dipole moments
in the electronically excited state using methods of thermochromy, methodical optimisation
and a deeper insight into the interaction between solvent and solvate, which manifests
itself significantly in the electronic structure of the molecule under investigation.

In addition to the theoretical discussion regarding the method of thermochromism and
the parameters it contains, in particular the refractive index and the permeability, as well
as the experimental determination of dipole moments in the electronically excited state,
a determination of the molecular parameters using quantum chemical calculations and
high-resolution laser-induced fluorescence spectroscopy, provided that the molecules can
be accessed using this method. This serves the purpose of obtaining comparative values
for the verification of the results from the determination in solution as well as the purpose
of determining additional molecular parameters. The consideration of these data clarifies
that at the present time, taking into account the current state of research, a reliable
interpretation of the results of the dipole moment determination in solution can only be
guaranteed by including these data.
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1. Introduction

Natural sciences, in conjunction with socio-economic factors, constitute the bedrock of
the humans civilisational success, and represent the endeavour of humankind, driven by
curiosity, to elucidate the phenomena of our environment. The fact that this insatiable
appetite for knowledge cannot be satiated is a consequence of the inherent nature of
scientific inquiry, whereby with every question that is ostensibly resolved, new questions
emerge. The natural sciences are traditionally divided into three distinct fields: biology,
physics and chemistry. However, the boundaries between these individual fields are not
always clear. It is also unnecessary to draw a clear distinction between the three major
areas, since an interplay between all of them is ultimately required in order to answer the
previously posed question. Although a question posed at the outset may be decomposed
into discrete subcategories, this decomposition allows for precise categorization within a
larger conceptual framework.

A closer examination of chemistry reveals that this field of natural science can be classi-
fied into three principal subcategories. The three subcategories are as follows: organic
chemistry, which is the study of carbon-based compounds; inorganic chemistry, which is
the study of compounds that do not contain carbon; and physical chemistry, which is the
study of the physical interactions between chemical components. It is also important to
note the growing significance of quantum and computational chemistry, which provides a
foundation for the three classical fields.

Basic research constitutes an indispensable component of all fields of research. While
the results of basic research may initially seem inconsequential, they are nevertheless
a fundamental element of all research, providing the basis for the development of new
methods, components, and innovations that have or may have a significant impact on our
daily lives. Without basic research, it is often impossible to gain an accurate overview of
the subject matter, and thus basic research constitutes an indispensable component of
all research. A metaphorical comparison can be drawn with the construction of a house.
Each individual component of the house, such as a stone, may appear to be of little

1



1. INTRODUCTION

importance in isolation. However, it is of great significance when considered in the context
of the overall composition of the house. This illustrates the importance of considering the
interplay of small things for a large construct.

As a recent development, the concept of the dipole moment of an electron will be introduced
at the outset, as the concept of parity will be used later in this work. The term is employed
to delineate the spatial distribution of electrical charge, which is a consequence of the
behaviour of the electron and its interaction with electromagnetic fields. Moreover, the
electric dipole moment of an electron (EDM) represents a topic of ongoing investigation.
The EDM represents an asymmetry in the electron’s charge distribution, indicating that
the electron is not perfectly spherically symmetrical. However, according to the Standard
Model, this must result in a violation of CP - symmetry, which is the combination of
charge conjugation symmetry C and parity symmetry P. The EDM must be colinear with
the magnetic moment, i.e. the spin of the electron. According to quantum field theory
(QFT) and the Standard Model of particle physics, the EDM is not zero, but extremely
small. CP-symmetry is a concept that describes the conservation of physical laws in two
dimensions. In the context of charge conjugation symmetry, this implies that the charge
of all particles can be exchanged with their antiparticles. Similarly, in the case of parity
symmetry, it suggests that physical systems can be observed as if in a mirror, whereby the
spatial coordinates can be inverted or a system’s behaviour remains unchanged when both
symmetries are combined. The addition of time reversal symmetry T, which describes the
behaviour of physical processes when reversed in time, leads to the CPT theorem. The
existence of an EDM demonstrates that the CPT theorem is not wholly valid, as the parity
symmetry P is breached due to the preferred orientation along a single axis in the context
of space reflection. Furthermore, there is an additional breach of the T-symmetry, as the
EDM determines how a particle behaves under time reversal. Furthermore, evidence of
the violation of these three symmetries can be observed in nature. An illustration of the
breach of C-symmetry can be observed in the decay of neutral pions. The neutral pion is
C-symmetric, however, the generated photons violate this symmetry due to the inability
to distinguish between a particle and its antiparticle. The violation of P-symmetry can be
demonstrated by the decay of polarised 60Co atomic nuclei, whereby the emitted electrons
exhibit a preferred direction relative to the nuclear spin axis, and do not emit equally
in both directions. The violation of T-symmetry can be demonstrated by the oscillation
of kaons K0 and K̄0, whereby the ratio of the probabilities of K0 → K̄0 and K̄0 → K0

exhibits an asymmetry [1], [2], [3], [4].
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1. INTRODUCTION

This dissertation is within the field of physical chemistry, specifically within the area
of basic research concerning the determination of dipole moments in the in solution.
Although the gas phase is commonly regarded as the optimal environment for measuring
dipole moments, there are instances in which certain molecules or compounds cannot
be accurately measured in this phase. In such cases, a change from the gas phase to
a solution is necessary to obtain precise results. It is not possible to measure many
molecules or compounds in the gas phase due to the risk of thermal decomposition prior
to analysis. This is particularly relevant for large compounds, which require investigation
in solution, since they decompose upon vaporization. The current research is specifically
focused on determining dipole moments in liquids using thermochromic methods. The
absorption and emission spectra are recorded using UV/Vis light in order to investigate
the interaction between light and the molecules under investigation, where this interaction
is dependent on temperature. The dipole moments in the electronically excited state
can be determined with greater precision by recording temperature-dependent absorption
and emission spectra and considering the temperature dependency of the parameters
in the form of refractive index and dielectric constant. Alternatively, the method of
solvatochromism, which remains a widely used approach, may not offer the same degree
of accuracy. Moreover, the influence of wavelength dependence cannot be overlooked,
as the values of the standard wavelength, which are typically employed, correspond to
the sodium − D line. The molecules under investigation in this study absorb light at
significantly lower wavelengths.

The current work’s structure is derived from the previously mentioned points and the
following overview is provided for the purpose of outlining that structure, starting here
with this initial chapter (cf. 1) devoted to a concise introduction to the subject of matter
and an elucidation of the reasons why the knowledge of dipole moments is regarded as a
scientifically significant concept and why the phase change to the liquid phase is deemed
essential, despite the fact that the determination in the gas phase is considered the gold
standard in numerous sources. This is followed by a historical overview (cf. 2) of the
determination of dipole moments, although it should be noted that this is not intended
to be a comprehensive account. The objective is to concentrate on the subject matter
encompassed by this dissertation.

Subsequently, a theoretical introduction (cf. 3) to the scientific context of this work
is provided. Firstly, the general relationship between light and matter (cf. 3.1) is outlined,
before the interaction between light and matter in the UV/Vis range is considered in
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greater detail (cf. 3.1.1). As part of this discussion, a detailed consideration of the refractive
index (cf. 3.1.2) is also provided, which plays an important role in this specific research
area. After that a section outlines the imaging method, namely UV/Vis spectroscopy
(cf. 3.2), and provides a general overview of the images and results obtained using this
method (cf. 3.3). Moreover, a comprehensive yet accessible overview of the systems to
be examined, namely the solutions (cf. 3.4), is provided, along with a detailed account
of all pertinent aspects for a full understanding of these systems (cf. 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3).
Moreover, the influence of specific elements on the anticipated outcomes and the imaging
techniques is evaluated (cf. 3.4.4). Next, the central quantity of this dissertation is defined,
namely the dipole moments (cf. 3.5). Furthermore, the methods for determining dipole
moments in solution are compared (cf. 3.6), which also marks the conclusion of the general
theoretical introduction.

Subsequently, the quantum chemical calculation methods (cf. 4) pertinent to this re-
search project are discussed. These represent a point of reference for the quality of the
results, serve as comparative values and also provide previously unknown values that are
relevant for the evaluation basis of the research results. Following this, an examination of
the topic-specific calculation methods (cf. 5) is conducted, which can be considered the
central point of this work.

The following chapter (cf. 6) provides a comprehensive account of the experimental
setup and its constituent components. The description of the experimental setup is divided
into two sections, where one refers to the determination of dipole moments in solution
(cf. 6.1, 6.3, 6.4) and the other refers to the determination of dipole moments in the gas
phase (cf. 6.5). The individual components of the experimental setups are also discussed
in this chapter, separatly for the determination of dipole moments in solution (cf. 6.1.1 to
6.4.2) and separatly for the determination of dipole moments in the gas phase (cf. 6.5.1 to
6.5.6).

After that the next chapter addresses the chemical compounds (cf. 7.1) and the sol-
vent (cf. 7.2) utilized, as the latter constitutes a pivotal element in the determination of
the dipole moment in solution. Subsequently, the publications that are pertinent to this
dissertation are presented (cf. 8, 9, 10, 11).

This is followed by a summary with an evaluation of the research conducted, and an
outlook on the research area addressed in this work (cf. 12, 13). The literature that is
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pertinent to this dissertation, along with the lists of graphical and tabular contents, are
presented in the end. The work is concluded with an appendix, which contains information
relevant to the publications. Technical abbrevations will be explained upon their first use.
Additionally, causal connections between statements will be provided to ensure logical
flow.

This section focuses on the significance of understanding dipole moments in the elec-
trically excited state. It is a crucial aspect in comprehending fundamental processes
and has several practical applications. Within this context, it is necessary to briefly
discuss some application areas that rely on knowledge of dipoles in the electrically excited
state. These areas include processes such as Fluorescence / Förster Resonance Energy
Transfer (FRET), Thermally Activated Delayed Fluorescence (TADF), which can result
in technologies like Organic Light Emitting Diodes Displays (OLED - Display), as well
as Photo-induced Electron Transfer (PET) [5], [6].

FRET is a range of applications used for medical diagnostics, Deoxyribo Nucleic Acid
(DNA) analysis, and optical imaging. FRET is an electrodynamic phenomenon that
happens between a donor molecule, abbreviated as (D), in the electrically excited state
and an acceptor molecule, abbreviated as (A), in the ground electrical state. It should
be mentioned that the term Resonance Energy Transfer (RET) is preferred for the
processes mentioned, as these occur without the presence of photons. In this situation, the
interaction of dipoles of the donor molecule and acceptor molecule over long distances plays
a key role, leading to the donor molecule typically emitting at shorter wavelengths that
result in overlapping with the absorption spectrum of the acceptor molecule. The amount
of energy transferred relies on several factors, including the overlap of the emission and
absorption spectra of the donor and acceptor, the quantum yield of the donor, the relative
orientation of the transition dipoles of the donor and acceptor, and the distance between
them, which enables RET to act as a tool for measuring distances. RET is commonly
employed to determine the distance between two functionalities of a macromolecule, which
serve as donor and acceptor. These donor and acceptor groups can be fluorescent moieties
in the original macromolecule (intrinsic fluorescence). Nonetheless, extrinsic donors are
frequently used due to the possibility to freely select the donor’s location and to tailor D-A
pairs according to the context [5]. Abeywickrama et al. [7] demonstrated the importance
of understanding and determining dipole moments in the electrically excited state for
modelling and enhancing the efficiency of various processes in the field of FRET/RET.
Therefore, exploring methods to determine dipole moments in the electrically excited state
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is crucial for improving these processes.

As previously stated, determining dipole moments in the electrically excited state is
an important aspect of developing TADF emitters. To start with, it is necessary to
mention the mechanism of molecular fluorescence, which is a two-step process from a
classical perspective. Initially, absorption results in an electrically excited state, which
subsequently relaxes to the ground state through radiation processes, specifically fluores-
cence. Other paths are not considered in this case. One possible alternative path is the
complex InterSystem Crossing (ISC), which entails excitation of the ground state into
the electronically excited triplet state. If the phosphorescence and excitation of the triplet
state are very slow, and the energy gap between the excited singlet state and the triplet
state is small enough, then a reverse intersystem crossing (rISC) occurs into the singlet
state, followed by radiation process into the ground state. This phenomenon is referred to
as Delayed Fluorescence (DF) [8]. As shown in the publication by Penfold et al. [8], the
mechanism of rISC leading to DF was revised by the work of Uoyama et al. [9] in 2012
and renamed thermally activated delayed fluorescence (TADF). Furthermore, this study
presented high-efficiency electroluminescence employing organic molecules only, generating
extensive interest in research, as well as the development of new emitters and comprehen-
sion of TADF processes [10], [11], [12], [13]. Despite the prior discovery of OLEDs, this
could be labelled as the birth of OLEDs. Understanding and determining dipole moments
in the ground state and electronically excited state, as well as their environmental influence,
is essential to create new TADF emitters and understand intramolecular absorption and
emission processes. These facts and the surrounding material highlight this importance
[8].

This section provides a concise overview of the relationships between the dipole mo-
ment in the ground state, the dipole moment in the electronically excited state, and the
transition dipole moment. This will facilitate a clear understanding of these relationships
from the outset. The dipole moment in the ground state, µg, describes the distribution of
the electrical charge of a molecule in the electronic ground state and is largely determined
by the geometry and electron density of the molecule. The dipole moment of the elec-
tronically excited state, µe, describes the distribution of electrical charge in the molecule
subsequent to electronic excitation. The rearrangement of electrons in the excited state
gives rise to a change in the dipole moment in the ground state, which may be either more
or less pronounced. Furthermore, this process can also result in a significant alteration
to the geometry of the molecule. The transition dipole moment (TDM) is defined as
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the vector representing the interaction of a molecule with electromagnetic fields during
a transition between two electronic states. It describes the change in electron density
distribution between the ground state and the electronically excited state. Furthermore,
the TDM exerts a considerable influence on the probability of radiative transitions, such
as absorption and emission. The discrepancy between µg and µe quantifies the extent of
the electron rearrangement in the molecule following excitation. A high TDM signifies a
increased probability for radiative transitions. Furthermore, the discrepancy between µg
and µe affects the stability of the excited state and the interaction with the surrounding
molecular environment. In the context of FRET processes, a pronounced dependence on
these quantities is evident. In the context of non-radiative energy transfer (FRET), the
transition dipole moment of the donor and acceptor molecules assumes a pivotal role. The
efficiency of the energy transfer is contingent upon the alignment of the two transition
dipole moments, which is described by the orientation factor κ2. The maximum efficiency
is achieved when the two TDM are aligned in parallel. Furthermore, the spectral overlap
between the emission of the donor (i.e. the excited state µe) and the absorption of the
acceptor (i.e. the ground state µg) is of central importance. It is therefore necessary
to match these to each other, which, as a logical conclusion, requires knowledge of the
acceptor’s µg and the donor’s µe. Furthermore, FRET processes are highly sensitive to
the distance between the donor and acceptor, with the transfer probability exhibiting a
proportionality of r−6 [14], [15]. In the case of thermally activated delayed fluorescence
(TADF), it has been demonstrated that knowledge of the dipole moment sizes can enhance
the efficiency of organic light-emitting diodes (OLEDs) by minimising non-radiative pro-
cesses. In the context of TADF materials, it is crucial to ensure that the singlet state S1

and the triplet state T1 exhibit a minimal energy difference, ∆EST . This is achieved by
maintaining a spatial separation between electrons and holes, which in turn results in a
reduced transition dipole moment, TDM. If the difference between µg and µe is minimal,
the reverse conversion of T1 to S1 is facilitated via intersystem crossing, which occurs using
the thermal energy kT , which represents the central point of TADF emitters. Moreover,
the processes of TADF emitters, in terms of colour rendering and efficiency, are closely
related to the influence of the environment on the aforementioned dipole moments [16],
[17], [18].

The knowledge of dipole moments in the excited state has a number of applications,
which will be discussed in the following paragraphs. Firstly, there is the fundamental
property of the interaction with electric fields, which can be described with greater pre-
cision by virtue of knowledge of the dipole moment in the excited state. Consequently,
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the spectroscopic analysis of molecular structures can be conducted by exploiting the
Stark effect, with the knowledge of the dipole moment in the excited state. Furthermore,
knowledge of the dipole moments in the excited state facilitates more accurate electro-
static manipulation of molecules. Furthermore, the knowledge of the excited state dipole
moment enables the interaction with solvents to be considered in advance, thus allowing
the stabilisation of the molecule in polar solvents to be determined. This, in turn, permits
conclusions to be drawn about the energetic shift of absorption and emission spectra [19].

In the field of nonlinear optics, an understanding of the dipole moments present in
the excited state of molecules is crucial for comprehending their response to intense light
fields. In the process of two-photon absorption, whereby two photons are simultaneously
absorbed by a molecule in order to reach the excited state, the probability of this process
is dependent upon the change in the dipole moment. Moreover, knowledge of the dipole
moment in the excited state is crucial for understanding the polarizability of a molecule,
which is dependent on the aforementioned dipole moment. This is particularly relevant in
the context of nonlinear scattering processes, such as Raman scattering and Hyper - Raman
scattering. Moreover, knowledge of the excited-state dipole moment is instrumental in the
advancement of third-harmonic generation (THG), a nonlinear optical process whereby
photons interact with a nonlinear material to produce photons with an energy exceeding
that of the initiating photon. This phenomenon is contingent upon the occurrence of
higher harmonic vibrations in molecules, which necessitate a modification in the dipole
moment. The processes of nonlinear optics, in which excited-state dipole moments play a
central role, are employed in the development of optical switches, laser technology and
detectors [20], [21].

Furthermore, knowledge of dipole moments in the excited state is of significant importance
when working with or investigating reactive intermediate states and chemical reactivity.
The distinct electron distribution of molecules in their electronically excited state, which
also results in a unique reactivity, offers a promising avenue for the development of novel
reactions. By precisely determining the dipole moment of the excited state, it is possible
to design reactions that exploit this difference in reactivity. To illustrate, it can be posited
that molecules exhibiting a substantial dipole moment in their electronically excited state
are inclined to undergo selective reaction with polar reagents. Moreover, knowledge of
dipole moments in the excited state is of central importance in the context of photo-induced
electron transfers within the field of photochemistry, as well as in the area of photosynthesis.
It is also pertinent to mention internal conversion within photochemical processes, whereby
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a change in the dipole moment in the excited state can facilitate transitions between states.
Furthermore, knowledge of the dipole moment in the excited state is pertinent to the
quenching process, whereby one molecule interacts with another and undergoes relaxation,
as indicated by a change in the dipole moment [22].

Furthermore, knowledge of excited-state dipole moments is beneficial in the design of
materials for optical and electronic applications. To illustrate, the OLEDs previously
referenced, along with materials exhibiting a discernible alteration in dipole moment
between the ground and electronically excited states, can be calibrated for enhanced light
emission and precise coloration. Furthermore, knowledge of the dipole moment in the
excited state is of central importance in the design of solar cells, as molecules with a large
dipole moment in the excited state facilitate charge separation, thereby enabling electrons
and holes to repel each other more strongly. Furthermore, the knowledge of excited-state
dipole moments is of great importance in the production of sensors. The objective is
to create sensors that are highly sensitive and can undergo significant changes in dipole
moment when exposed to external factors such as electric fields, pH levels, and so forth.
Such examples include dyes that exhibit alterations in fluorescence intensity or colour in
response to external stimuli [23], [24], [25].

Moreover, an in-depth examination of charge separation and exciton formation can be
conducted in conjunction with the knowledge of dipole moments in the excited state.
Molecules with a high dipole moment tend to maintain the separation of electrons and
holes, thereby facilitating the formation of free charge carriers. In organic solar cells, for
instance, electrons can be transferred from an excited molecule to an acceptor, which is
supported by a high dipole moment. Therefore, knowledge of the dipole moment is of
great utility in the design of corresponding molecules. In the field of photovoltaics, as well
as in luminescent materials, exciton formation, which is a bound electron-hole pair, plays
a central role. Therefore, it is possible to design molecules that have a suitable dipole
moment in the excited state, which requires the knowledge of this. This enables excitons
to be generated and transported efficiently [26], [27], [28].

The significance of accurate knowledge regarding the dipole moment in the excited state
can be classified into four primary categories. It constitutes fundamental research in the
field of the interaction between light and matter, material design in the development of
sensors, solar cells and OLEDs, chemical control, that is to say, the optimisation of photo-
chemical processes, and technological applications in the field of optical technology and
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nonlinear optics. A precise understanding of the dipole moment in the excited state allows
for the targeted utilisation of molecular properties, thereby facilitating the development of
solutions that are tailored to specific requirements.
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2. Historical Background

The determination of dipole moments in solution has a long and varied history, spanning
several decades. The process commences with theoretical considerations, subsequently
progressing to experimental methodologies and ultimately culminating in the advent
of quantum chemical calculations. At the outset of research into dipole moments, the
interactions between molecules and an electric field were the primary focus. In this context,
Maxwell’s theoretical considerations [29] can be regarded as the theoretical foundation for
the comprehension of electric dipoles. Although Max Reinganum [30] and Peter Debye
[31] both defined the concept of the dipole moment in molecular physics around the same
time, Debye is regarded as the founder of the electric dipole moment within molecules.
Debye established a correlation between the dielectric constant of a substance and the
dipole moment of the molecules it contains, and developed a model to determine the
polarizability and the dipole moment as a function of molecular structure.

In the publication [32], Debye posits the theory that the dipole moment is indicative
of the asymmetry inherent in the charge distribution of a molecule. Debye devised
experimental techniques that enabled the determination of the aforementioned charge
distribution through the utilisation of dielectric measurements. The underlying principle
of this consideration is that molecules within an electric field experience an alignment
that is proportional to the field strength and the dipole moment. This resulted in sig-
nificant advancements in dielectric measurements for determining dipole moments in
solution during the 1920s and 1930s. This principle is primarily based on the measurement
of the change in capacitance of a capacitor with the liquid to be examined positioned
between the two plates. Consequently, the dipole moment can be calculated by utilis-
ing the dielectric constants and the molecular mass. It is important to note that this
method of determination was only capable of accessing dipole moments in the ground state.

The scientific description of the Stark effect, which was carried out practically simul-
taneously by Stark [33] and Lo Surdo [34], initially provided the potential for determining
dipole moments in the gas phase and also for determining dipole moments in the electroni-
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cally excited state. The transfer of the influence of an electric field on the dipole moment
of a dissolved molecule, including mutual interaction and the dependent absorption and
emission of the dissolved molecule, was defined almost simultaneously by Kirkwood [35]
and Onsager [36]. This, in effect, marks the advent of the determination of the dipole
moment in the electronically excited state in solution.

In the 1950s, this prompted a surge of interest within the scientific community, lead-
ing to an in-depth examination of the impact of the solvent on the optical properties
of the molecules dissolved in it. This investigation culminated in the discovery of the
solvatochromic effect and the development of solvatochromic methods for determining
dipole moments in solution, utilising this effect. Based on Ooshika’s theoretical description
and methodology [37], Lippert [38] and Mataga [39] developed the basic solvatochromism
equation to describe the relationship between the Stokes shift and the polarity of the sol-
vent, and thus the dipole moment of the dissolved molecule. More precisely, this equation
was developed independently by both researchers, but due to its practical similarity, it is
commonly referred to as the Lippert and Mataga equation.

Despite its status as a fundamental equation for describing the mutual relationship
between the absorption and emission spectra and the polarity of the solvent, the Lippert
and Mataga equation has been the subject of criticism regarding its inaccuracy since its
inception. Consequently, a multitude of equations have been devised to elucidate this
relationship, with the Lippert and Mataga equation serving as a foundation. The most
prominent of these are the Bayliss [40], McRae [41], Backshiev [42], Bilot [43], Kawski
[44] and Chamma-Vialett [45] equations. However, more recent equations have also been
proposed, including the Reichardt [46] equation. In addition to this method of determina-
tion, namely solvatochromism, other methods were also developed, including the method
of dichroism [47]. However, this latter method did not become widely accepted. The
foundation for the methods of thermochromism, which may be considered a modification
of the methods of solvatochromism, was initially established by Gryczyński [48] and
subsequently elaborated upon by Suppan [49].

In the 1970s, further developments of experimental methods were followed by new theoret-
ical approaches, in particular through the advent of computer simulations and quantum
chemical calculations. Among the spectroscopic methods, time-resolved fluorescence tech-
niques are of particular note, as they enabled the determination of the change in the dipole
moment between the ground state and the excited state in real time [50], [51]. Furthermore,
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the enhanced computing capabilities enabled the inaugural quantum chemical simulations
utilising early Hartree-Fock and ab initio methodologies, thereby facilitating the theoretical
calculation of dipole moments [52].

From a spectroscopic standpoint, the 1980s and 1990s witnessed a steady advancement
in existing techniques, coupled with a heightened precision in the examination of sol-
vent polarity functions and an endeavour to delineate the optimal equation for specific
systems, namely polar or non-polar solvents. Furthermore, the precise characterisation
of the interactions between the solvent and the solvate, and the state of the dissolved
molecule, whether in the ground or an excited state, was also investigated [53]. The
potential of computational theoretical determination also saw significant advancement
with the advent of density functional theory (DFT) [54], [55], time-dependent density
functional theory (TD-DFT) [56], and the polarizable continuum model (PCM) [57] for
the theoretical determination of molecular parameters, obviously including dipole moments.

In the field of dipole moment determination in solution, the 2000s can be divided into two
main areas according to the method of determination. In the field of computer simulation
and quantum chemistry, the DFT method established in the previous decades led to a
more precise determination of dipole moments in the ground state and in the excited state
through improvements in the calculation method, and was used particularly for complex
solvent systems. At the same time, the TD-DTF method was further improved, so that it
was increasingly used to understand solvatochromism and to investigate absorption and
emission spectra of molecules in different solvents. In parallel, continuum-based solvation
models such as PCM were refined. Ultimately, the collective advancement of these methods
led to a synergistic outcome [58], [59]. In the experimental field, time-resolved fluorescence
spectroscopy has been further refined, with the utilisation of faster detectors and laser
pulses enabling the attainment of sub-picosecond time scales. This has facilitated the
investigation of the dynamics of excited states [60]. Furthermore, novel spectroscopic
techniques based on nonlinear optics have emerged, including femtosecond time-resolved
spectroscopy, which has enabled the direct quantification of the interaction between sol-
vents and solvates [61].

As was the case in the preceding decade, the 2010s may be divided into two distinct
areas: theoretical calculation and experimental determination, in terms of the advance-
ment of determining dipole moments in solution. In the theoretical determination, this can
be observed, on the one hand, in the growing prevalence of multiscale modelling, which
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enables the simulation of the microscopic intricacies of the interaction between solvent
and solvate while simultaneously accounting for the global solvent effects on the dipole
moment to be determined [62]. Moreover, there has been an increase in the combination
of quantum chemical and molecular dynamics approaches. This has enabled a realistic
modelling of the system, as the quantum chemical calculation of the dissolved molecule and
the molecular dynamics simulation of the solvent behaviour have been used to calculate
dipole moments with greater accuracy [63], [64]. Significant experimental progress has been
made in the field of femtosecond time-resolved spectroscopy, which has greatly increased
interest in this experimental method of determination. New experimental methods in the
field of nonlinear optics and Raman spectroscopy have provided a further experimental
approach to the determination of dipole moments in solution. For example, Hyper-Rayleigh
Scattering (HRS) can probably be used to determine dipole moments in solution [65].
At the same time, time-resolved Raman spectroscopy has made it possible to shed more
light on molecular transitions and the interaction with the solvent [66], [67]. The precise
quantification of the solvent environment using fluorescence spectroscopy has allowed the
development of tailor-made solvents or the targeted composition of solvents, so that the
mutual interaction between solvent and solvate may be more precisely controlled [68], [69].

Although the 2020s are currently in progress and thus cannot be considered as a historical
period, the development of a relativly new spectroscopic method for the determination
of dipole moments in solution, single-molecule spectroscopy, in recent years merits brief
discussion. This spectroscopic method enables the study of the behaviour and interaction
of individual molecules under defined conditions. The method can be employed to quantify
minute alterations in the dipole moment through the utilisation of ultrashort laser pulses
for excitation. This enables the direct tracking of the transition between the ground
and electronically excited states, with the corresponding fluorescence changes providing
information about the change in the dipole moment during this process. The advantage
of this method is that it allows for the identification of heterogeneous effects, which
ultimately leads to a more accurate description of the interaction between solvent and
solvate. Moreover, this method enables the measurement of dipole moment behaviour in
the vicinity of interfaces, such as cells or nanostructured materials [70], [71], [72].
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This section focuses on the theoretical background essential for this dissertation to enhance
its comprehension. The structure of this section follows the principle of starting from small
to large, with some additional information, where important components of the calculation
methods (cf. 5) are also discussed. At the beginning, the interaction between light and
matter (cf. 3.1) is briefly discussed, followed by a specification of this consideration with
regard to UV- / Vis - spectroscopy (cf. 3.2). Subsequently, absorption and emission spectra
(cf. 3.3), as a central component of this work, are discussed, followed by a discussion
of solutions (cf. 3.4). Finally, the central topic of dipoles (cf. 3.5) is discussed and a
comparison is made between thermochromic and solvatochromic methods (cf. 3.6).

3.1. Behavior of light vs. matter

In order to provide an overview of the subject matter, the interaction between light
and matter can be classified into four principal categories, each of which can be further
delineated into more detailed subcategories. These categories are defined as refraction,
reflection, scattering and absorption. If this interaction is considered from the perspective
of the intensity of the incident light at a 90◦ angle, the four aforementioned blocks can be
combined with one another using the following equation 3.1, which is the rough simplifica-
tion of the intensity reduction equation.

I = I0 − Irefraction − Ireflection − Iscattering − Iabsorption (3.1)

In this context, the variable I represents the intensity of the light following the interaction,
while I0 denotes the initial intensity of the irradiated light and Ii the intensity of the
respective interaction i.
Absorption represents the process by which light energy is absorbed by matter, whereby
electrons are excited to a higher energy state. This is subsequently associated with the
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phenomenon of emission, whereby light energy is released by matter as electrons return from
the excited state to a lower energy state. Reflection is defined as the process by which light
waves are reflected back from a material surface, with the angle of incidence corresponding
to the angle of reflection. The phenomenon of refraction describes the process by which
the direction of light waves is altered due to the differing optical densities of the materials
involved. The deflection of light waves in different directions as a consequence of their
interaction with minute particles of matter is referred to as scattering. Diffraction may
be defined as the deflection of a light wave due to an obstacle. Polarisation describes
the specific orientation of the light wave subsequent to its interaction with matter. In
light of these diverse interactions, it is possible to view light as a collection of photons,
which quantize energy and exhibit the characteristics of waves. In conclusion, the diverse
interactions of light with matter result in a quantum mechanical description of light,
characterised by a wave-particle duality. The wave character of light is exemplified by
phenomena such as diffraction, interference, and wavelength. On the other hand, the
particle character of light is evidenced by the photoelectric effect and the Compton effect.
The wave-particle duality gives rise to the Heisenberg uncertainty principle, which states
that certain pairs of physical quantities, exemplified by position and momentum in the
classical context, cannot be determined simultaneously with arbitrary precision. All this
can be demonstrated experimentally by the double slit experiment, whereby photons,
for example, traverse the double slit in a manner analogous to particles, yet exhibit an
interference pattern consistent with a wave when detected [5], [73].
Given that light constitutes a component of the electromagnetic spectrum, it is imperative
to include an examination of the properties of electromagnetic waves in order to provide a
comprehensive description. Electromagnetic waves are defined as propagating disturbances
of the electromagnetic field, whereby the electric and magnetic fields oscillate perpendicular
to each other. This wave carries energy, which in the case of light are photons. Photons
are the fundamental units, quanta, of the electromagnetic field. Some of the key properties
of electromagnetic waves can be employed to characterise them. It is first necessary to
mention the fact that electromagnetic waves are transverse waves, whereby the oscillations
of the electric and magnetic fields are perpendicular to the direction of propagation of the
wave. In a vacuum, the speed of electromagnetic waves is equivalent to the speed of light
c. However, this value is reduced when the medium is altered, as discussed in section 3.1.2.
The spectrum of electromagnetic waves encompasses a range from low-frequency radio
waves to high-frequency gamma rays, with the visible light spectrum situated within the
wavelength range of approximately 400 to 700 nm. The wavelength of a wave is defined as
the distance between two identical consecutive points. The energy of a photon is directly

16



3. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 3.1. BEHAVIOR OF LIGHT VS. MATTER

proportional to the frequency of the wave, as described by the equation E = h · f , where
E is the energy, f the frequency and h the Planck constant. The term frequency is used to
describe the number of oscillations that occur in a given period of time, typically expressed
in hertz Hz. Furthermore, light or electromagnetic waves may be polarised, whereby the
oscillation of the electric field is preferably aligned in one direction. The polarisation may
be linear, circular or elliptical [73].

3.1.1. Absorption and Fluorescence

A more detailed examination of the absorption processes is now to be given, as this
constitutes one of the principal topics of this dissertation. Furthermore, the processes
of fluorescence will be considered, but the discussion will commence with absorption, as
this precedes the processes of fluorescence. The absorption of electromagnetic waves by
molecules results in a reaction that corresponds to the energy of the electromagnetic wave
in question. This reaction can be identified through the measurement of alterations in
specific parameters. The fundamental principle that underlies this phenomenon is the
principle of energy conservation. The following relationships can be demonstrated as
examples, considered in accordance with the energy introduced by the light. In the initial
stages, with the absorption of microwaves by molecules, the rotation of the corresponding
molecules is initiated. Furthermore, the excitation of molecules by infrared radiation results
in the excitation of the vibration of the corresponding molecule. In this instance, the return
of both excitations to the optimum of the respective molecule is facilitated by the release
of heat energy. The presence of a permanent electric dipole moment within the molecule
is a prerequisite for microwave excitation, as this enables the molecule to interact with the
microwave’s electric field. This results in the excitation of rotational transitions in the
molecule, which thus alternates between different rotational transitions. The prerequisite
for excitation by infrared radiation is the presence of vibratory bonds within the molecule,
which can interact with the electric field of the infrared radiation during the vibration, thus
initiating a change in the dipole moment and resulting in vibrational transitions. Moreover,
the frequency of the radiation must correspond with the natural vibration frequency of
the molecular bond. At the opposite end of the electromagnetic spectrum, X-rays serve as
an illustrative example. In this instance, the excitation of inner core electrons results in
their ionisation or promotion into higher-energy unoccupied orbitals. Subsequently, the
excitation may result in either X-ray fluorescence or the Auger effect. In the case of X-ray
fluorescence, an electron from a higher orbital falls into the gap that has been created
and emits energy in the form of a photon. In contrast, in the Auger effect this energy is
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transferred to another electron, enabling it to also leave the atom.
The UV/Vis range occupies a position approximately midway along the electromagnetic
energy scale. This range can be defined in terms of the wavelength of light that is visible
to the human eye. As an electromagnetic wave, UV/Vis radiation induces an excitation of
the valence electrons of the corresponding molecules. The valence electrons transition from
a ground state to an electronically excited state, which necessitates that the absorbed light
energy be specific to each molecule and must at least correspond to the distance of the
energy gap between the ground state S0 and the first excited state S1. The absorbed energy
is the potential energy of the respective molecule and is responsible for the characteristic
absorption spectra of molecules. Excitation in the UV/Vis range is contingent upon the
presence of electrons occupying either the π or the n orbitals. Following excitation in the
π orbitals, the π electrons undergo a transition into the antibonding π∗ orbitals, which
is known as the π → π transition. Concurrently, the n electrons transition from the n
orbitals into the antibonding π∗ orbitals, which is referred to as the n→ π transition. Ex-
citation of the σ electrons is a relatively uncommon occurrence, as this phenomenon occurs
in the ultraviolet range of high energy, which consequently gives rise to an σ → σ transition.

The absorption A of a molecule, can be described by the Beer-Lambert law. This is
done by utilising equation 3.2, where the intensity of the incoming light I0 is correlated
with the intensity of the outgoing light I. Furthermore, the absorption, reflection and
scattering losses associated with the apparatus are considered in that equation.

A = log
(
I0

I

)
= ε · c · I (3.2)

In the case of high-precision absorption measurements, however, this fact is expressed as
the probability of photon absorption. Consequently, the quantity I0 represents the intensity
of the light observed in the reference measurement, whereas the quantity I represents the
intensity of the light observed in the sample measurement. This results in the probability
of photon absorption by the molecule under examination, represented by the number of
molecules in the sample, [S], and the distance travelled by the light through the sample, l.
This probability is expressed by the proportionality factor κ.
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dI

dl
= −κ · [S] · I

dI

I
= −κ · [S] · dl

(3.3)

In light of the theoretical considerations, which assume the presence of infinitely thin
layers, the previously listed equation is integrated in the practical application.

∫ I

I0

dI

I
= −κ ·

∫ l

0
[S] · dl

ln
I

I0
= −κ · [S] · l

(3.4)

In the context of UV/Vis measurements, the probability factor κ is replaced by the factor
ε(λ), which is specific to the type of measurement. This results in the molar absorption
coefficient, which is dependent on both the molecule and the wavelength. In accordance
with the Beer-Lambert law, the following equation 3.5 is derived:

I

I0
(λ) = e−ε(λ)·[S]·l (3.5)

In the context of this dissertation, the values of [S] and l are known during the measure-
ments, and the quantity to be determined is ε. However, it should be noted that this is
not being calculated as an absolute value, but rather as the energy of the absorbed photon
at the absorption maximum.

Given the preceding analysis of the absorption process in the UV/Vis range that precedes
fluorescence, the following section will address the processes of fluorescence in this same
range, occurring following excitation by electromagnetic waves in the form of light.
Fluorescence represents one of the physical processes that can occur in molecules subse-
quent to light excitation within the UV/Vis range. To be more precise, it is the emission
of energy in the form of light, since the molecule is excited to an electronically excited
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state after absorption, resulting in a transition from the ground state S0 to the first excited
state S1. The emission of energy in the form of light, which returns the molecule to its
ground state, typically occurs in a spectral range of longer wavelengths than that of the
absorbed radiation. This phenomenon is referred to as a Stokes shift. In the excited state,
the molecule possesses a greater degree of energy than it does in the ground state, which,
however, results in increased instability. To release this excess energy, a series of processes
ensue, including non-radiative transitions, fluorescence, and energy transfer. Within the
excited state, the molecule undergoes rapid vibrational relaxation, which is non-radiative
and occurs on a femtosecond to picosecond timescale. The energy released in this process
is in the form of heat. According to the Kasha rule, fluorescence always occurs from
the lowest vibrational level of the excited state. Furthermore, the energy release during
vibrational relaxation results in a longer wavelength than the wavelength of the absorbed
light. Consequently, the aforementioned Stokes shift is observed.

∆Ephoton = Eout − Ein

= h(νout − νin)

= hc
( 1
λout
− 1
λin

)

λS = |λout − λin|

(3.6)

The Stokes shift is a distinctive feature of each molecule. In addition, the fluorescence
lifetime, defined as the time a molecule spends in the excited state prior to returning
to the ground state and emitting a photon, represents another molecule-specific charac-
teristic. The quantum yield is employed as an indicator of the efficiency of fluorescence,
whereby the number of emitted photons is related to the number of absorbed photons. The
process of fluorescence quenching refers to the reduction in the intensity of fluorescence.
The quenching effects that occur can be classified into three main categories: dynamic
quenching, which involves the collision of a fluorescent molecule with a quencher molecule,
resulting in the release of energy in the form of heat; static quenching, which refers to
the formation of a complex between the fluorescent molecule and the quencher molecule,
leading to a reduction in the concentration of fluorescent molecules; and finally energy
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transfer, or more precisely, resonance-energy transfer, which occurs in the non-radiative
transfer of the energy of the excited state of the donating fluorescent molecule to a second
accepting molecule and can be described by the phenomenon of Förster resonance energy
transfer (FRET). Fluorescence can be influenced by external factors, including tempera-
ture, solvents and pH.
Fundamental principles of Kasha’s rule were first articulated in 1950 by the eponymous
chemist Michael Kasha and serve as a set of guidelines for processes of spontaneous emission.
In essence, the Kasha rule states that the absorption of photons in the ground state S0 into
any excited state S1 can occur, contingent upon the irradiated wavelength, followed by
non-radiative internal conversion processes, which ultimately reach the lowest excited state.
Once this lowest excited state is reached, complete relaxation to the ground state can occur
through radiative processes, which can be either fluorescence or phosphorescence [74]. It
is important to note that these conclusions are based on purely empirical observations.
This means that there is a possibility that radiation processes may occur from the excited
state S2, if there is a large energy gap ∆E between the S2 state and the S1 state. This
is in accordance with the findings presented in [75]. An extension to the Kasha rule
was formulated by Sergei Vavilov and relates to the fluorescence quantum yield, which
is independent of the irradiated excitation wavelength and thus has no influence on the
emission wavelength. This extension is known as the Kasha-Vavilov rule [76]. However, as
with the Kasha rule, there are exceptions to the Kasha-Vavilov rule, as determined by
Robert J. Longfellow and others for benzene vapour [77]. The Kasha rule is derived as
follows:

kL
kIC

= ISn →
IS′→S

< 10−4

χ = ΦP

ΦF

= kIS
kF
≈ 107

108 = 0, 1

∫
εdv = I

8πcv2n2 ·
gu
gl
· I
τL

(3.7)

From this consideration according to Kasha, the following time scales of the processes
result: I

kIC
< 10−4 s, I

kL
< 10−13 s, I

kIS
< 106 s and I

kIC
< 10−7 s. The rate constant for

spontaneous luminescence is represented by kL, the rate constant for internal conversion
by kIC , the intensity of spontaneous emission by ISn →, the intensity of fluorescence by

21





3. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 3.1. BEHAVIOR OF LIGHT VS. MATTER

In the following section, a more detailed analysis of the individual processes illustrated in
Figure 3.1 will be presented, with the exclusion of any discussion on absorption processes,
which were addressed in an earlier section.

Vibrational Relaxation
Vibrational relaxation is a pivotal process that typically supersedes all others. It occurs
within a time frame of approximately 10−12s−1 following light excitation. The reason of
the vibrational relaxation process is to attain a lower vibrational state within the molecule.
Energy transfer to the surrounding environment occurs via collisions and/or vibrational
coupling, which is also referred to as collision relaxation. In formal terms, the transfer of
heat energy is a consequence of this process. In consideration of the aforementioned rule
of Kasha, this process is also pivotal for the return from an electronically excited state to
the ground state.

Internal Conversion
Internal conversion is employed to describe isoenergetic, radiation-free transitions between
two states of the same multiplicity and occurs within a time frame of approximately
10−12s−1. This enables the higher vibrational states of an excited singlet state to ini-
tially decay into the vibrational ground state of the excited singlet state by vibrational
relaxation, and subsequently transition to a higher vibrational state of a lower excited
singlet state via internal conversion. This process also contributes to the fulfilment of
the Kasha rule. To illustrate, excitation occurs in S2 followed by vibrational relaxation
into the ground state of S2, whereupon a transition by internal conversion into S1 oc-
curs, and after subsequent vibrational relaxation into the ground state of S1, the process
of fluorescence into the ground state S2 takes place. In the event of a minor energy
disparity ∆E between the S1 and S0 states, the processes of internal conversion and
fluorescence are in direct competition with one another. Consequently, the probability of
internal conversion increases as the energy gap between the two states in question decreases.

Intersystem Crossing
The process of intersystem crossing represents an isoenergetic, non-radiative transition
between two states of disparate multiplicity. The transition between the excited singlet
state S1 and the excited triplet state T1 provides an illustrative example of transitions
between different multiplicities. As intersystem crossing is a forbidden process (in the
sense that it is not completely impossible, but very unlikely), this has an effect on its
time constant, which is in the long-lasting range of approximately 104 − 1012 s−1. In order

23



3. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 3.1. BEHAVIOR OF LIGHT VS. MATTER

for a transition between two different multiplicities to occur, a spin reversal must take
place. This gives rise to an interaction between the magnetic moment of the spin and
that of the associated orbital, namely spin-orbit coupling. Three possibilities exist for the
relaxation of the triplet state to the ground state. A possibility is that another intersystem
crossing into a high vibrational state of ground state can occur. Alternatively, when the
energetic difference ∆E between the triplet state T1 and the excited singlet state S1 is
minimal, an intersystem crossing into the S1 state can occur, which is responsible for the
phenomenon of delayed fluorescence. Lastly, a radiative transition from T1 to S0 in the
form of phosphorescence is a further possibility.

Fluorescence
Fluorescence is defined as the process of radiative depopulation of the excited singlet state
to the ground state. The energy of the emitted photon is indicative of the specific energy
gap between the two states. The energetic shift that occurs between the absorption of
S0 in S1 and the emission of S1 in S0 is referred to as the Franck-Condon shift. In order
to satisfy Kasha’s rule, some of the aforementioned processes of internal conversion must
precede the phenomenon of fluorescence. Fluorescence is the slowest process following
the photoelectric excitation of a molecule, occurring on a timescale of approximately
106 − 109 s−1.

Phosphorescence
The phenomenon of phosphorescence is simultaneous to that of fluorescence. However, the
transition occurs from the excited triplet state T1 to the ground state S0. In the majority
of cases, an intersystem crossing occurs prior to the onset of phosphorescence, as direct
excitation from the ground state to the triplet state is a possibility, albeit an exceedingly
rare one. Given that the excited triplet state is typically less energetic than the excited
singlet state, the wavelengths of the emitted radiation also differ. The longer lifetime of
the excited triplet state allows for more sustained fluorescence processes, which can persist
for up to several seconds.

In light of the elucidations pertaining to the rule of Kasha and the qualitative syn-
opsis of the individual processes within the Jabłoński diagram, the decay of the excited
state can be discerned through the decay of S1. Following the absorption of light, the
temporal development of the excited state S1 can be described in most cases by a first-order
kinetic model, whereby the population n of S1 at the time t is considered.
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n(t) = n0 · e−kS1 ·t (3.8)

The rate constant, designated as kS1 , is the primary determinant of the observed decay.
This rate constant is comprised of additional rates, which can be derived from the Jablon-
ski diagram. These are the rates of competing processes, namely fluorescence, internal
conversion and intersystem crossing.

kS1 = kF + kIC + kISC (3.9)

Subsequently, the lifetime of the excited state can be calculated by the following equation.

τS1 = 1
kS1

(3.10)

Based on the aforementioned rate constants, the fluorescence quantum yield, defined as
the ratio of emitted to absorbed radiation, can also be calculated.

ΦF = kF
kF + kIC + kISC

(3.11)

A more exact analysis of the pure transitions involved in the processes of absorption and/or
fluorescence can be conducted on the basis of the Franck-Condon principle. The principle
describes the probability of transitions between the electronic states of a molecule and is
based on the assumption of vertical transitions. The foundation of the Franck-Condon
principle is the Born-Oppenheimer approximation, which pertains to the substantial mass
disparities between atomic nuclei and electrons. This mass difference gives rise to the fact
that the speed of movement of atomic nuclei is significantly lower than that of electrons.
Consequently, atomic nuclei are unable to respond to electronic transitions and thus remain
in their initial state, which is nevertheless modified by the newly established force field.
This adjustment occurs through a change in distance and through vibration, resulting in a
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factor, it is necessary to consider the electronic ground state |Ψg〉 and its associated
vibrational wave function |Φνg〉, as well as the excited state |Ψe〉 and its corresponding
vibrational wave function |Φνe〉. The transition between the ground state and the excited
state is described by a transition matrix element, which is augmented by the addition of
the transition dipole operator, µ̂. The Born-Oppenheimer approximation allows for the
decoupling of the electronic integral from the vibrational integral.

〈ΨeΦνe|µ̂|ΨgΦνg〉 ≈ 〈Ψe|µ̂|Ψg〉 · 〈Φνe|Φνg〉 (3.12)

The Franck-Condon factor FC is defined as the square of the overlap integral of the
vibrational wave functions with the specified nuclear coordinate Q.

〈Φνe|Φνg〉 =
∫

Φνe(Q)Φνg(Q)dQ

FCνg ,νe = |〈Φνe|Φνg〉|2
(3.13)

In consideration of the aforementioned aspects, the theoretical absorption and fluorescence
spectra can be determined. The position of the potential curves in relation to one another
determines the shape of the absorption and emission bands and their respective spectra.
The phenomenon of a Stokes shift, which refers to the shift of the emission to higher
and thus lower-energy wavelengths, can be explained by processes, as illustrated in the
Jablonski diagram. It should be noted, however, that in the liquid phase, solvent effects (cf.
3.4.3, 3.4.4) also contribute to this phenomenon. Moreover, it is important to acknowledge
that the sharpness and, consequently, the width of the individual transition lines within
the resulting spectra are contingent upon the phase in which the absorption or emission
spectrum was recorded. Consequently, the transition lines within the spectra are most
distinct in the gas phase. This is attributable to the methodology and conditions of
measurement (cf. 6.5). In contrast, line broadening occurs in the liquid and solid phases.
In the liquid phase, this is due to solvent interactions (cf. 3.4.3, 3.4.4), temperature-
dependent effects (cf. 3.6), and other effects. In the solid phase, it is due to lattice
vibrations, lattice effects, and electronic dephasing.
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3.1.2. Refractive Index

Given the prevalence of publications in the specialist literature that neglect the influence
of wavelength dependence in their calculations of refractive indices, while consistently
considering the effect of temperature, this section will first examine the refractive index
in detail [79]. It will then proceed to elucidate the dependence of refractive indices on
temperature and wavelength, as well as the mutual influence between these two factors.

It is important to begin by noting that the refractive index is a dimensionless quan-
tity. This is defined as the ratio of the wavelength of light in a vacuum to the wavelength of
light within the corresponding medium. The standard wavelength for this is the Fraunhofer
sodium - D - line at 589,2938 nm, which is the mean value of the sodium - D1 - line and
the sodium - D2 - line. This value is commonly used as the nD value in scientific literature
[80].

n = c0

cM
(3.14)

In this context, the term n represents the refractive index, c0 denotes the speed in a
vacuum, and cM signifies the speed within the medium under consideration. Given that
light is an electromagnetic wave, it is necessary to consider the frequency, f , of the waves in
order to make a special reference to electromagnetic waves. In general, the phase velocity,
designated as c, and the wavelength, designated as λ, are linked by the following equation:

f = c

λ
(3.15)

In this equation, the variable c is defined as c = c0
n

and the variable λ is defined as λ = λ0
n
.

This makes it clear that the frequency f remains constant when passing from one medium
to another, since the determining factors are equally dependent on n. This illustrates the
relationship between the refractive index and the wavelength. Furthermore, a distinction
is drawn between the phase refractive index and the group refractive index. The latter
describes the refractive index for the envelope of a wave packet and corresponds to the
phase refractive index in a vacuum. In contrast, the phase refractive index describes the
refractive index of each individual wavelength and, as would be expected, differs from the
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group refractive index under conditions outside a vacuum [80].

The following sections address the aforementioned indices, namely the phase refractive
index n and the group refractive index ng. Both indices describe the propagation of a
light wave within a medium. The phase refractive index, represented by the ratio of the
speed of light in a vacuum to the phase velocity in the medium n = c

vphase
, is influenced by

the dispersion of the medium. The group refractive index, represented by the ratio of the
speed of light in a vacuum to the group velocity of a light packet in the medium ng = c

vgroup
,

is influenced by the phase refractive index. Given that both indices pertain to disparate
rates of light propagation within the medium, a more nuanced differentiation can be made
at this juncture. Therefore, the term vphase at n denotes the velocity of the individual wave
fronts, whereas vgroup at ng represents the speed of energy propagation of a light pulse
[81]. The physical meaning of both refractive indices can be divided as follows, despite
their interdependence. The phase refractive index n determines the angle of refraction in
accordance with the law of Snell and exerts an influence on the interference pattern. In
contrast, the group refractive index ng exerts an influence on the delay of a light pulse and
thus also on the propagation of the pulse and the delay thereof. Both refractive indices
are employed in the field of optics, with n being pertinent for the calculation of refraction
angles, reflection, and interference, and ng being relevant in the field of fibre optics and
telecommunications for the evaluation of signal propagation [81], [82].

The determination of refractive indices is based on three principal measurement principles,
which differ from one another with regard to the origin of the light. These principles are
based on the principles of transmitted light, grazing incidence and total reflection. All of
these measurement principles are based on a prism with a known refractive index and the
refractive index of the sample to be investigated [83].

In the transmitted light measurement principle, the light is transmitted through a medium
and the change in direction of propagation is examined. This method is predominantly
employed in the domain of classical optics to ascertain the refractive indices of transparent
liquids and solids. The principal advantage of this method is its simplicity of experimental
setup, high degree of accuracy, and suitability for examination of thin layers. However, this
method is not optimal for samples with high refractive indices and for strong scattering.
In this method, the angle of incidence and the angle of refraction are typically measured,
after which Snell’s law n1 sin θ1 = n2 sin θ2 is applied [81], [83].
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is employed to ascertain the refractive indices of prisms and in the field of fibre optics.
The principal advantage of this measurement principle is its high degree of accuracy, even
when applied to samples with a high refractive index. The principle of total reflection
is also employed in the field of optical communication technology. A limitation of this
measurement principle is that the refractive index of one medium must be known and
that it must be greater than that of the other medium. In this measurement method, the
refractive index is determined directly by measuring the critical angle of total reflection
n = n2 sin θcritical, where θcritical corresponds to the critical angle [81], [83].

In order to establish a link between the beginning of this section and the subsequent
discussion, the following paragraphs will address the temperature dependence of refractive
indices and the wavelength dependence of refractive indices.

Given that the refractive index is a variable dependent on temperature, it is evident
from the preceding section that it is, in principle, the ratio of the speed of propagation of
an electromagnetic wave between two different media. Consequently, the consideration of
Brownian molecular motion and density change, which are also dependent on temperature,
also flow into it [81], [84]. From a mathematical perspective, this can be expressed as
follows through the use of a linear approximation:

n(T ) = n0 − α(T − T0) (3.16)

In this context, the temperature-dependent refractive index is represented by the symbol
n(T ), while the refractive index at the reference temperature T0 is represented by the
symbol n0. The symbol α represents the substance-specific temperature coefficient.

In general, of course, exceptions do exist, the refractive index decreases with increas-
ing temperature. This is due to the fact that the density of the medium in question is
reduced. This reduction in density is caused by the fact that the molecules within the
medium exhibit stronger thermal molecular motion when the temperature is increased. As
a result of this increased motion, the speed of the electromagnetic wave within the medium
is also increased. This can be applied to the classic three-phase states. Nevertheless,
exceptions to this rule do exist. For example, in certain liquid crystals displays an increase
of the refractive index is given as temperature rises. A complex interplay of interactions
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occurs at the molecular level. Such phenomena are exemplified by phase transitions and
anisotropy in liquid crystals [81], [84].

The dependence of the refractive index on both temperature and wavelength can be
attributed to the seminal work of Christiaan Huygens [85] and Sir Isaac Newton [86].
Huygens established the foundation for the wave theory of light, which led to the conclusion
that refraction and, consequently, the refractive index are dependent on wavelength [85].
In his publication Opticks from 1704, Sir Isaac Newton developed this concept further,
conducting experiments to demonstrate that refraction at a prism occurs differently for
different wavelengths of light, resulting in varying degrees of refraction for each wavelength.
This led him to conclude that the refractive index is dependent on wavelength [86].

The general trend is for the refractive index to decrease as the wavelength increases.
This is due to the fact that shorter wavelengths are refracted more strongly, as they can
interact more strongly or more often with the electrons of the refractive medium. This
phenomenon is referred to as normal dispersion. However, the situation is distinct in the
case of anomalous dispersion. In this case, the refractive index may increase with rising
wavelength at specific wavelengths proximate to the absorption bands. This phenomenon
can be attributed to the enhanced interaction occurring near the resonance frequency of
the material [81], [83], [84].

The foundation for the mathematical description of the wavelength dependence was
established by Augustin-Jean Fresnel, who was able to describe dispersion in a mathe-
matically precise manner [81], [84]. This was subsequently developed by Cauchy, who
expressed it in the form of an empirical formula, which is known as the Cauchy equation
[87]. Furthermore, the formulation of Maxwell’s equations significantly advanced the
comprehension of the interdependence.

n(λ) = A+ B

λ2 + C

λ4 + · · · (3.17)

The parameters in 3.17 are the refractive index at a given wavelength n(λ), λ the wave-
length and A,B,C empirically determined material-dependent constants. The points
delineate the potential for extending the equation to encompass additional empirical
parameters.
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The Sellmeier equation, with the coefficients Bi and Ci, as shown in equation 3.18,
is used as the basis for the following equation, as this provides sufficient accuracy, as
previously described. Furthermore, it is assumed that a constant temperature is present
at the outset.

√
n2(λ) = n(λ) =

√√√√1 +
3∑
i=1

Bi

1− Ci
λ2

(3.19)

Furthermore, an equation is formulated that reflects the temperature dependence. In
this instance, the behaviour is approximated by a third-degree polynomial, however, it
should be noted that, as previously demonstrated, a sufficient approximation could also
be achieved by a linear dependence.

nλ(T ) = p0 + p1

(
T

K

)
+ p2

(
T

K

)2

+ p3

(
T

K

)3

(3.20)

In this context, the variable T represents temperature, pi denotes the weighting of the
respective term of the i-th order, and p0 signifies the refractive index extrapolated to
T = 0 K at a specified wavelength λ.

The two equations that establish the respective dependencies of the refractive indices are
linked by multiplication, given that if a quantity z is proportional to two other quantities x
and y, then it is also proportional to the product of the two quantities, i.e. z ∝ x and z ∝ y

so z ∝ x · y. In this instance, the refractive index n is the dependent variable, with the
wavelength λ and temperature T serving as influencing variables. Consequently, it can
be stated that: n ∝ = Model Function(λ) and n ∝ = Model Function(T ) which means
n ∝ Model Function(λ) ·Model Function(T ). The following equation can be derived
from the aforementioned principles to describe the dependencies of the refractive indices.

n(λ, T ) =

√√√√1 +
3∑
i=1

Bi

1− Ci
λ2

·
(
p0 + p1

(
T

K

)
+ p2

(
T

K

)2

+ p3

(
T

K

)3)
(3.21)
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However, this supposition is contingent upon the assumption that the Sellmeier coefficients
are temperature-independent, which also allows for an alternative description. In this
instance, the Sellmeier coefficients Bi are defined as a function of temperature, thereby
obviating the necessity to introduce a distinct polynomial for the temperature dependence.
A similar approach is described in the literature by Wei [89], from which the following
underlying equation can be derived.

n(T, λ) =

√√√√B0(T ) +
2∑
i=1

Bi(T )
1− Ci

λ2

(3.22)

Accordingly, the coefficients Bi in the aforementioned equation are modified as quadratic
functions. This is equivalent to a multiplication of the Sellmeier equation, in which
only two elements are employed instead of three, with a linear function that reflects the
temperature-dependent behaviour of the refractive indices. This results in the following,
where (p0 + P1 · T )2 is later summarizsed to B0(T ):

n(λ, T ) =

√√√√1 +
2∑
i=1

Bi(T )
1− Ci

λ2

· (p0 + p1 · T )

=

√√√√(p0 + p1 · T )2 ·
(

1 +
2∑
i=1

Bi(T )
1− Ci

λ2

)

=

√√√√(p0 + p1 · T )2 ·
(

1 + B1

1− C1
λ2

+ B2

1− C2
λ2

)

=

√√√√(p0 + p1 · T )2 +
(

1 + B1 · (p0 + p1 · T )2

1− C1
λ2

+ B2 · (p0 + p1 · T )2

1− C2
λ2

)

=

√√√√B0(T ) +
(

1 + B1(T )
1− C1

λ2

+ B2(T )
1− C2

λ2

)

(3.23)
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Ultimately, a temperature-dependent Sellmeier coefficient is derived in the numerator of
the fraction, which can be abbreviated as Bi(T ). Therefore, the fundamental concept
underlying the formula presented is analogous to that proposed by Wei [89]. The distinction
lies in the fact that the temperature-dependent Sellmeier coefficients in Wei’s cited work
are not modelled with the same parameters for the polynomial in the aforementioned case,
namely p0 and p1. Instead, individual polynomials are employed for B1(T ) and B2(T ).

3.2. UV/Vis Spectroscopy

As the name implies, UV/Vis spectroscopy, also designated as electron excitation spec-
troscopy, pertains to the examination of molecules through the utilisation of light within
the ultraviolet range, spanning from approximately 200 to 400 nm, and in the visible light
range, extending from approximately 400 to 800 nm. The underlying principle is based on
the excitation of light within the aforementioned range of the electromagnetic spectrum,
or alternatively, the emission of light, which is primarily characterised by fluorescence or
phosphorescence (cf. 3.1.1). A direct correlation exists between the electronic transitions,
the energy levels and, in particular, the molecular orbitals, with the emission investigations
providing information about the electronically excited state.
It is postulated that molecules possess discrete energy levels which are superimposed by
vibrational and rotational states. In the context of UV/Vis spectroscopy, the electronic
energy levels and their associated states are of particular significance. The ground state,
designated as S0, is the lowest in terms of energy. Upon absorbing a photon, the molecule is
promoted to an electronically excited state, which can be represented by the symbols S1, S2,
and so on. This excited state can then be left, for instance, by emitting light. The photon
emitted during a radiative transition is in accordance with the energy difference between
the excited state and the ground state. An energy difference, ∆E = γabsorbtion > γemission,
exists between the absorbed and emitted photon due to non-radiative processes that
precede the emission, the so-called Stoke shift.

In the context of quantum systems, energy levels are defined as metastable quantum-
chemical states of a system, expressed in terms of energy. However, energy is not
distributed continuously, but rather in discrete units, with only one energy level being
occupied at a time. Consequently, the lowest-lying level is designated as the ground
state, while higher-lying levels are referred to as excited states. Transitions between
two levels are typically referred to as quantum chemical transitions. These can be
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represented graphically using level schemes, as illustrated in Figure 3.1. In quantum
chemical calculations, the states are represented as eigenvalues of the Hamiltonian
operator, which provide further information about, for example, internal structure
or angular momentum. This enables the indication of characteristic properties of the
eigenvalues by quantum numbers or term symbols. The corresponding level width
is a consequence of spontaneous changes, such as transitions between levels, and
therefore does not permit the definition of a sharply delineated energy. If multiple
quantum chemical states are present within a single energy level, this is referred
to as degeneracy. Nevertheless, this degeneracy can be resolved, resulting in the
subdivision of the level into a greater number of finer levels. Notable examples of
this phenomenon include the Zeeman effect, which occurs when a magnetic field is
applied, and the Stark effect, which occurs when an electric field is applied [90].

Hola
Typical electronic transitions observed in UV/Vis spectroscopy can be classified into three
main categories. The transfer of an electron from a bonding π orbital to an antibonding π∗

orbital, which typically occurs in conjugated systems, is referred to as a π → π∗ transition.
Transitions of the n→ π∗ type involve the transfer of an electron from non-bonding elec-
trons n in antibinding π∗ orbitals. This phenomenon is frequently observed in molecules
containing heteroatoms. In contrast, σ → σ∗ transitions entail the transition of an electron
from a σ bonding orbital to an antibinding σ∗ orbital. However, this transition is rarely
observed in the visible range, and it is more prevalent in the UV range. In the majority of
cases, the transitions involved are identical for both absorption and emission. Nevertheless,
it is possible for emitted photons to be coupled to vibrational states, which can result in
the emergence of fine structure in the emission spectrum.
Molecular orbital theory is employed for the purpose of elucidating the distribution of
electrons within a molecule. The most prevalent molecular orbitals engaged in UV/Vis
spectroscopy are the bonding, σ, π, and the antibonding, σ∗, π∗, molecular orbitals. σ -
Orbitals originate from the overlap of atomic orbitals along a bond axis and are mostly
present in single bonds. π - Orbitals are the result of a lateral overlap of p orbitals, which
is typical for double bonds and conjugated systems. Antibonding orbitals are higher-energy
orbitals that arise due to the overlap of atomic orbitals, but have a destabilising effect. In
the end, transitions occur between the highest occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) and
the lowest unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO), with electrons moving from HOMO
to LUMO. The effect of conjugated systems is that, due to the many conjugated double
bonds, they reduce the energetic distance between HOMO and LUMO and thereby shift
the absorption and emission into the visible range of the electromagnetic spectrum.
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Molecular orbital theory describes the electronic structure of molecules on the
assumption that electrons are distributed over the entire molecule and can be
described by the corresponding molecular orbitals in which they reside. Molecular
orbitals are constructed from the superposition of the individual atomic orbitals
involved using the linear combination of atomic orbitals (LCAO), whereby the atomic
orbitals are mathematically combined using the Slater-Condon rules, expressed as
ΨMO = c1ΨA + c2ΨB. In this instance, the corresponding atomic orbitals are
represented by ΨA and ΨB, with their respective weightings expressed by c1 and
c2. Within the molecular orbital theory, a distinction is made between bonding,
Ψbonding = ΨA + ΨB, and antibonding, Ψantibonding = ΨA − ΨB, molecular orbitals.
Bonding molecular orbitals are formed as a result of two atomic orbitals that are
interfering constructively, with the electrons in these orbitals exerting a stabilising
influence on the molecule. This is due to an increase in electron density within the
molecule. In contrast, antibonding molecular orbitals emerge from atomic orbitals
that are interfering destructively, with the electrons in these orbitals exerting a
stabilising influence on the molecule. This is due to a reduction in electron density
between the nuclei. The occupation of the molecular orbitals is governed by the Pauli
principle [91] and the Hund’s rule [92], whereby each molecular orbital can accept
a maximum of two electrons, with opposite spins. The occupation of molecular
orbitals is in accordance with the increasing energy levels, commencing with the
bonding orbitals and concluding with the antibonding orbitals. In the context of
UV/Vis spectroscopy, it is crucial to consider the σ and π orbitals. The σ orbitals
are formed by the overlapping of atomic orbitals along the bond axis, resulting in a
rotationally symmetrical configuration. The formation of π orbitals is a consequence
of the lateral overlap of p orbitals, which results in the distribution of electron density
above and below the bond axis. The HOMO-LUMO gap is of great importance
with regard to the optical properties. From the calculated and occupied molecular
orbitals, molecular orbital diagrams can be generated that illustrate the comparative
positions of the bonding and antibonding molecular orbitals within the context of the
participating atomic orbitals. Furthermore, the number of bonding and antibonding
molecular orbitals can be employed to indicate the bond order by using the equation:
BO = (nbonding−nantibonding)

2 . So also the number of effective bonds can be discerned.
A value exceeding one signifies the stability of a molecule. [19], [93].

Hola
In the context of UV/Vis spectroscopy, the selection rule governing the phenomenon
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of transition is that of the electric dipole. This rule stipulates that a transition is only
permitted if there is a change in the dipole moment. Furthermore, the Laporte rule, also
referred to as the parity rule, is identified as a selection rule within the field of UV/Vis
spectroscopy. This rule states that transitions between states of equal parity, such as
g → g or u→ u, are prohibited, whereas transitions between states of different parity, such
as g → u, are permitted. As a consequence of symmetry breaking, Laporte forbidden tran-
sitions may be subject to weakening as a result of molecular distortion or interaction with
the solvent. Moreover, the spin selection rule is applicable, whereby electronic transitions
are only permitted if there is no alteration in the total spin. Consequently, transitions
between states of the same multiplicity are permitted, whereas transitions between different
multiplicities are prohibited. Notably, transitions between different multiplicities may be
permitted via the phenomenon of spin-orbit coupling. These selection rules are equally
applicable to both absorption and emission processes.
It is important to note that selection rules determine whether transitions between two
energy levels are allowed or forbidden. The terms ’allowed’ and ’forbidden’ do not refer
to the general possibility of a transition, rather, they pertain to the probability of the
transition occurring and thus ultimately to whether the transition is intense or weakly
visible. To illustrate, permitted transitions, exemplified by π → π∗, are characterised by
high intensity, whereas prohibited transitions, such as n→ π∗, are less intense due to the
constraints imposed by spin and symmetry.

Spin-orbit coupling is used to describe a relativistic interaction between the spin of
an electron and its orbital angular momentum. This phenomenon can be attributed
to the special theory of relativity, which dictates that the electron moves in the
electromagnetic field of the nucleus. From the electron’s perspective, instead, it
appears as if the nucleus is moving, thereby generating a magnetic field that interacts
with the electron’s spin and exerts an influence on it. This gives rise to an interaction
between the spin S and the orbital angular momentum L. When considered in
conjunction with the total angular momentum J , i.e. the J-coupling, this results
from the sum of the spin and the orbital angular momentum. Therefore, the result is
expressed as J = L+ S. The quantum numbers L, S and J are employed to express
the intrinsic states of an electron, with J representing the quantised value situated
between |L−S| and |L+S|. The effect of spin-orbit coupling can be observed, among
other phenomena, in the fine structure splitting, which results in the separation
of energy levels due to the differing energies associated with states with distinct J
values. In the context of molecules, the phenomenon of strong spin-orbit coupling
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gives rise to the splitting of molecular orbitals. Additionally, it can result in the
partitioning of vibrational and rotational levels, a phenomenon that finds application
in electron spectroscopy [90].

Hola
The fundamental possibility of splitting energy levels is employed in the field of UV-Vis
spectroscopy in order to gain deeper insights into the electronic structure of molecules and
thus their electrical properties. Additionally, this process enables the shifting of absorption
and emission ranges into the visible range and the determination of the size of dipole
moments in the ground and excited states. The latter is achieved through the utilisation
of the Stark effect in high-resolution UV laser spectroscopy.

Stark Effect
The Stark effect, as described in [33] and [34], is the splitting and/or shifting of energy
levels of molecules as a result of an external electric field. This leads to a partial lifting of
the M-quantum number degeneracy. The Stark effect represents the electric counterpart to
the magnetic Zeeman effect (cf. [94], [95]). Furthermore, the Stark effect can be classified
into two distinct categories: the linear Stark effect and the quadratic Stark effect. It
should be noted that the aforementioned terms can be used synonymously with those
denoting the first-order Stark effect, which corresponds to the linear Stark effect, and
the second-order Stark effect, which corresponds to the quadratic Stark effect. In the
context of formal descriptions, the terms ’first-order’ and ’second-order’ are employed in
the mathematical or quantum chemical portrayal of the Stark effect, whereas the terms
’linear’ and ’quadratic’ are utilized in the chemical or spectroscopic depiction of the Stark
effect. In the following sections, the terms ’linear’ and ’quadratic Stark effect’ will be used.
In the linear Stark effect, the energy shift is proportional to the strength of the electric
field, with ∆E ∝ E, and can result in a splitting of the spectral lines. In contrast, in the
quadratic Stark effect, the energy shift is proportional to the square of the strength of
the electric field, with ∆E ∝ E2, and it does not necessarily lead to a splitting of those.
The linear Stark effect can only occur if a molecule has a permanent dipole moment that
interacts directly with the applied electric field. The prerequisite for the quadratic Stark
effect is the polarizability of a molecule, which induces the displacement. This does not
require a permanent dipole moment and can also be achieved in symmetrical molecules.
However, this is subject to change due to the polarizability and thus the interaction with
the electric field.
In the field of quantum mechanics, the Stark effect is described using the Hamiltonian
operator ĤS, with the addition of a perturbation-theoretical approach that combines the
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Hamiltonian operator of the undisturbed system, Ĥrot, with the associated perturbation,
ĤE [6], [96].

ĤS = Ĥrot + ĤE (3.24)

The operator of the perturbation designated as ĤE is constituted by three fundamental
components: firstly, the electric field Ei, which is oriented along a fixed axis i within the
three-dimensional space; secondly, the dipole moment components µα, which are aligned
with the fixed molecular axes α = a, b, c; and thirdly, the directional cosine Φαi, which
quantifies the orientation relationship between the electric field and the aforementioned
axes of the dipole moment components.

ĤE = −Ei
∑
i,α

µαΦαi (3.25)

This implies that the energies of the rotational states in the presence of an electric field ES
can be calculated using the field-free zero-order energy E0, the induced first-order energy
E1 and the induced second-order energy E2 [6], [96].

ES = E0 + E1 + E2 (3.26)

To calculate the energy of the first-order Stark effect, the first-order correction is taken,
which is obtained from the matrix elements of ĤE over the unperturbed wave functions
|JKM〉.

HStark = −Eiµα〈JKM |Φαi|JKM〉 (3.27)

In the case of a symmetrical rotor, the axis of symmetry is situated on the a-axis in
the prolate case (B = C) and on the c-axis in the oblate case (A = B). According to
equation 3.27, the first-order corrected energy E(1)

Stark can be obtained by evaluating the µ
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component along the axis of symmetry.

E
(1)
Stark = Eµ

KM

J(J + 1) (3.28)

This evidence demonstrates the linear dependence between the applied electric field, the
dipole moment and the quantum number K, which explains why the latter disappears for
K = 0. For the energies associated with the Stark effect of the second order E(2)

Stark equation
3.29, all of the aforementioned parameters are squared within the equation. With regard to
the quantum numberM , the consequence is that the degeneracy is partially lifted, resulting
in a splitting that is no longer into 2J+1 components but rather into J+1 components. This
leads to the observation that the states with +M and −M exhibit the same energy [6], [96].

E
(2)
Stark = E2

i µ
2
α

2B

(J2 −K2) (J2 −M2)
J3(2J − 1)(2J + 1) −

[
(J + 1)2 −K2

][
(J + 1)2 −M2

]
(J + 1)3 (2J + 1) (2J + 3)

 (3.29)

In the case of asymmetric rotors, the degeneracy in K is lifted, resulting in the Stark effect
and second-order energies becoming the dominant factors. Furthermore, it is important
to note that the dipole moment is oriented along three distinct axes. Accordingly, the
complete Hamiltonian operator, in conjunction with the asymmetric rotor wave functions
|JτM〉, must be employed for the calculation. This is achieved in a manner analogous to
that described in equation 3.27, wherein two distinct wave functions, namely |JτM〉 and
|J ′τ ′M〉, which are subject to mutual mixing, are taken into consideration [96].

HStark = E2
i

∑
α

µ2
α

′∑
J ′τ ′

|〈JτM |Φαi|J ′τ ′M〉|2

EJτ − E ′J ′τ
(3.30)

Subsequently, a restructuring can be performed so that only the matrix elements J ′ = J−1,
J and J + 1 are included. Similarly, a quadratic dependence on the quantum number M
is observed, indicating that the degeneracy occurs exclusively in the case of J + 1. The
second-order corrected energy of the Stark effect of the second order for asymmetric rotors
is obtained [96].
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Moreover, a correlation exists between the molecular structure and the resulting absorption
and emission spectra. An extension of the conjugated system results in a reduction in
the energy differences between the π and π∗ states, thereby causing a bathochromic shift.
Functional groups that exhibit transitions within the UV/Vis spectrum are referred to
as chromophores, and thus, as part of the molecular structure, exert an influence on the
spectra. One such example is that of the carbonyl groups. Auxochromes are functional
groups that are responsible for bathochromic or hyperchromic shifts. For example, this may
include hydroxyl or amine groups. Hypochromic shifts may be caused by the formation of
hydrogen bonds or aggregation.
Absorption and emission spectra are recorded in the unit of wavelengths nm due to the
experimental setup and practical considerations. However, a conversion to wavenum-
bers cm−1 is necessary because this unit represents the general unit in spectroscopy. This
is assumed by the calculation methods used in 4 and 5. Furthermore, the use of the unit of
wavenumbers allows for a linear representation of the energy differences, as wavenumbers
are proportional to the energy of the photons. The conversion is performed using the
general formula, ν̃ = ν

c
= 1

λ
, which establishes a relationship between wavelength and wave

number. The absorption and emission spectra in wavelengths are, in fact, mirror images
of the spectra in wave numbers, and vice versa.
In order to convert wavelengths into wave numbers for emission spectra, it is necessary to
correct the measured intensities, since when recording the emission spectra, the detection
monochromator continuously scans the set wavelength range and thus detects the number
of photons in this range. This results in different distances between the measuring points
in wavelengths and wave numbers, which must be accounted for in order to obtain accurate
conversion values. The intensities of the emission spectra are converted using the function
I ν̃i = Iλi

λ2
i
in order to facilitate the corresponding conversion. Conversely, a conversion of

the intensities of the absorption spectra is not applicable, given that the irradiated light
serves as the reference for the intensity.
Furthermore, the spectra are normalised, whereby all intensities of the individual spectra
are scaled to 1. This has the effect of compensating for variations in sample concentrations,
instrumental differences, varying experimental conditions, and so forth, thus creating a
superior comparability of the individual spectra and facilitating the detection of trends or
deviations.
In consequence of Kasha’s rule, the emission spectra are also independent of the excitation
wavelength, provided that, in the majority of cases, the excitation occurs above the S1

state. As previously stated, this phenomenon is attributed to internal conversion, whereby
fluorescence emission originates from the lowest excited state, namely S1. It should be
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noted that there are exceptions to this rule, such as in the case of fluorophores that emit
from the S2 state or those that exist in two ionised states.
Moreover, an examination of absorption and emission spectra reveals the existence of
the so-called mirror rule, which posits that the two spectra of a molecule are typically
mirror images of one another. This phenomenon can be attributed to the fact that the
transitions from the ground state to the excited state and back again are highly analogous.
It should be noted, however, that the aforementioned mirror image of absorption and
emission spectra does not apply to the entire spectrum, but only to the absorption of
S0 → S1 and the emission of S1 → S0. It should be acknowledged that exceptions to this
rule do exist. This phenomenon occurs in molecules that undergo a significant geometric
alteration in their excited state, or in molecules where disparate electronic transitions are
preferred in this state. An illustrative example is that of azulenes [5], where the transition
S2 → S0 is favored over S1 → S0.
In order to filter instrumental noise within the recorded absorption and emission spectra
and obtain smooth fitting curves that allow for a precise determination of the maxima of
the corresponding absorption or emission curves, a discrete Fourier transform including a
low-pass filter is applied using the Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) algorithm. Prior to this,
the data must be converted into equidistant data, as required by the method in question.
The discrete Fourier transform via FFT enables the decomposition of a discrete-time signal
into frequency components for subsequent analysis, resulting in a reciprocal function with
the dependent variable of the circular frequency. This has the consequence of rendering the
wave functions of the original function visible, thereby enabling the removal of interference
frequencies, which are known as harmonics. Subsequently, a transformation is performed
to return the data to the time domain [97].

In conclusion, it can be stated that a detailed analysis of absorption and emission spectra
resulting from UV/Vis spectroscopy can be used to determine numerous physical and chem-
ical properties of molecules, including the determination of concentration. The analysis of
absorption spectra provides information regarding the type and intensity or probability of
specific electronic transitions within the molecule under investigation. Furthermore, the
assessment of absorption spectra provides valuable assistance in the structural elucidation
of organic compounds. In many analyses, the emission spectrum is used to complement
the absorption spectrum. Moreover, the examination of the excited state lifetime enables
the elucidation of the molecule’s relaxation dynamics. A joint evaluation of both spectra
allows the determination of band gaps and is instrumental in elucidating the electronic
structure of molecules. From the analysis of characteristic emission signals, conclusions can
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be drawn regarding the formation of excimers and exciplexes, which in turn elucidates the
nature of molecular interactions. The application of time-resolved UV/Vis spectroscopy
enables the investigation of dynamic and kinetic processes, as evidenced by the spectra of
photoreactions and electron transfer reactions, among others.

3.4. Solutions

As solutions are a fundamental aspect of this study, the subsequent sections will cover
the main aspects of solutions. In addition, the crucial aspects of determining dipole
moments in solutions will receive more detailed attention and can be found in further
subsections, such as cavity volume (cf. 3.4.1) and permittivity (cf. 3.4.2). The refractive
index utilised in this study is an inherent property of the solvent and has been previously
reviewed (cf. 3.1.2). The importance of the solvent in this study lies in the determination
of solvent-dependent parameters, which are crucial in the calculation methods, and in the
determination of dipole moments in solution.
First, it is necessary to briefly classify what is a solution. It is a homogeneous mixture of
two substances, one being a solid and the other a liquid. It forms a homogeneous phase.
Based on the schematic classification of substances, this mixture can be divided into a
solution and a dispersion. In a solution, the dissolved substance is homogeneously and
statistically distributed in the solvent, in the form of molecules, atoms, or ions. In contrast,
a dispersion is a heterogeneous mixture of at least two elements that do not dissolve in
each other. Suitable examples for this phenomenon can be observed in common substances
such as saltwater and milk. It should be noted for completeness that the solute may also
take the form of a liquid or gas, and the solvent may also be a solid. However, these details
are of secondary importance for this study, and the emphasis will rest on the liquid - solid
configuration.
Solvents are substances that do not undergo a chemical reaction with the solute. Fur-
thermore, solvents display considerable temperature dependency in numerous aspects,
which is discussed subsequently all over in this chapter. On the one hand, solvents are
categorised based on their physical properties, but the primary classification is between
aprotic and protic solvents. Aprotic solvents lack a functional group and cannot dissociate
protons (H+). They are classified into two categories: aprotic-non-polar, such as alkanes,
alkenes, or alkoxyalkanes, and aprotic-polar solvents, like ketones, nitriles, or sulphones.
In contrast, protic solvents possess a functional group and can dissociate protons (H+).
Water, carboxylic acids, and short-chain alcohols are examples of protic solvents.
As this study examines a solid molecule in a liquid phase solvent, the topic of solubility
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must also be addressed briefly. Solubility, as a general term, describes the capacity of a
substance to dissolve homogeneously in a solvent. In general, there exists a differentiation
between qualitative and quantitative solubility. The former denotes the capacity of a
substance to dissolve in a solvent, whilst the latter specifies the highest proportion of
dissolved substance to solvent. Upon closer examination of qualitative solubility, it is
evident that polarity plays a crucial role. Polar substances tend to dissolve in polar
solvents while non-polar substances dissolve in non-polar solvents. Hence, it is imperative
to consider this factor when selecting the systems to investigate, given the underlying
methodology of this study.
The process of solvation, occurring when molecules possessing a permanent dipole become
immersed in polar solvents, shall be mentioned. Next, the intermolecular interactions
between the solvent and the solute will briefly addressed. A more comprehensive under-
standing of the reciprocal impact of the solvent and solute, is given in section 3.4.3. Within
this process, the solvent and solute molecules engage in electrostatic interactions that can
be either attractive or repulsive. For instance, interactions such as dipole - dipole, van der
Waals, or hydrogen bonding contribute to stabilising dissolved molecules and forming a
solvation shell, which will be further elucidated in the subsequent section (cf. 3.4.1).

3.4.1. Cavity Volume

As discussed in the preceding section and reiterated in the subsequent sections, it is
imperative to scrutinise the cavity volume in greater detail. A solvate shell is formed
around the solute, leaving a cavity in which resides the solute. The size of this cavity
depends on the size of the solute and of the solvent itself. Due to the influence of the
resulting solvate shell on the molecule under investigation, the cavity volume is a variable
within the methods utilized in this work (cf. 5).
When a solid is dissolved in a solvent through solvation, a solvation shell encircles a
single, dissolved molecule. This occurs provided that attractive electrostatic forces surpass
repulsive ones, thus allowing for solvation, and ensuring particle stabilization. During this
process, solvent molecules uniformly arrange themselves around the dissolved molecule, ul-
timately forming the (first) solvation shell. The space between solute and solvent molecules
is known as the dead volume. While the induced electric field during the formation of
the solvate shell creates a mutual effect, its range is limited. Solvent molecules at a
greater distance (outer solvation shell) remain unaffected, leaving the solute molecule as
its primary focus. The size and shape of the resulting shell thus have two main influences,
represented by the magnitude of the forces and the geometry of the solute molecule.
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represented by an elipse. Prabhumirashi thus concludes that the radius a, which is
determined from structural data, should be better determined by equating the volume
equation for ellipses and spheres, as solved for a in [102]. In a subsequent publication,
Prabhumirashi [103] responds to criticism from Suppan [104] by demonstrating, using
aniline as an illustrative example, that the radius a is 1, 9 Å when the hydrogen atoms
at the end are included and 1, 46 Å when they are not included. When determining
the radius using the molar volume, the result would be 3, 3 Å. Ultimately, none of
the aforementioned methods demonstrate sufficient accuracy. Furthermore, due to
the irregular nature of the solvate shell, they do not accurately reflect reality and
cannot be described by a simple geometric shape. Consequently, the cavity volume
is employed, which neglects a necessity of the shape and only refers to the enclosed
volume of the solvate shell, a methodology initially proposed by Demissie [101] in
the context of dipole moment calculations in solution.

Hola
As previously discussed, the volume of an arbitrarily shaped cavity is not a directly
measurable quantity. Nevertheless, the density of the solution can be utilized to establish a
relationship with the cavity volume. The starting point for this is the definition of solution
density which entails the ratio of mass to volume, as described in:

ρ = m

V
(3.32)

Upon introducing a substance to be dissolved, under the given conditions detailed in 3.4
and preceding this passage, the volume will remain constant while the mass of the solution
will increase. This is due to the introduction of additional molecules and the coalescence
of the solvent molecules to form the solvate shell.

1
ρ

= 1
ρ∗

+
(
Vm
Mw

− 1
ρ∗

)
· w (3.33)

Where ρ is the measured density, ρ∗ is the density at infinite dilution thus the density of
the solvent, Vm the molar cavity volumen, Mw the mass of the dissolved molecule and w
the mass fraction.
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The molar cavity volume can be determined by converting the equation 3.33 to Vm,
based on the linear relationship between the inverse density and mass fraction and their
slope of the linear regression S. To determine the cavity volume of a molecule, division by
the Avogadro constant is done.

Vm =
(
S + 1

ρ∗

)
·Mw with Vmolecule = Vm

NA

(3.34)

Naturally, the volume of the cavity varies with temperature, as temperature is a measure
of kinetic energy and, for example, an increase in temperature, i.e. a transfer of thermal
energy, is followed by an increase in kinetic energy, so that the particles move more
strongly and therefore require more space. This correlation is founded on the law of energy
conservation [105]. Therefore, in most cases, there is a rise in volume when mass remains
constant, which consequently affects all dependent variables.

3.4.2. Permittivity

Permittivity, represented by the symbol ε, is a fundamental property of materials that
demonstrates the interaction between and with electric fields. It reflects the potential for
materials to become polarised by electric fields, as well as the capacity for them to exert
an influence or attenuate an electric field. The dependence on frequency and temperature
must be acknowledged. This indicates the extent to which electric field lines are affected
by the medium. The permittivity of a material is indicative of the quantity of energy
stored within an electric field within the material, and thus serves as a factor influencing
the interaction between electric charges within the material. The SI unit (Système
international d’unités) of permittivity is the Farad per metre, F ·m−1. Two principal
categories of permittivity exist, wherein the permittivity of a vacuum, designated as ε0,
serves as the electric field constant, ε0 = 8, 85418782 · 10−12 F ·m−1, and functions as the
reference point for comparative analysis of permittivities. The relative permittivity, εr,
is a material constant that denotes the capacity of a material to store electrical energy
within an electrical field. According to the definition, the value in a vacuum is εr = 1 and
is a dimensionless quantity. The relationship between permittivity, relative permittivity
and dielectric constant is expressed by the following equation, which is used to describe
the reduction in electric field strength through a material in comparison to a vacuum.
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εr = ε

ε0
(3.35)

Furthermore, permittivity is employed as a metric for polarisation, whereby polarisation
denotes the orientation of electric dipoles within a material in relation to the electric field.
The various types of polarisation include ion polarisation, which refers to the relative dis-
placement of anions and cations within a material, electronic polarisation, which concerns
the relative displacement of the electron cloud in relation to the nucleus, and orientation
polarisation, which is the alignment of dipole moments in an electric field. The latter
two are of particular significance for the present investigations, however, in the context
of these, only the orientation polarisation in relation to the permittivity is considered in
greater detail, given that the description of the electronic polarisation is conducted via
refractive indices, as explained in more detail in section 3.4.3. In principle, it can be stated
that a high permittivity results in greater attenuation of the electric field lines than a low
permittivity. Permittivity measurements may be conducted using a capacitor, whereby the
capacitance of the capacitor is contingent upon the permittivity of the dielectric material
situated between the capacitor plates.

If the permittivity is related to the solvent, or more precisely to the solvent polarity,
then it can be said that the permittivity is a measure of its polarity. The high per-
mittivity observed in polar solvents can be attributed to the presence of strong dipole
moments within the solvent, which results in a pronounced reaction to electric fields. In
contrast, nonpolar solvents exhibit a low permittivity and thus demonstrate a reduced
responsiveness to electric fields. As permittivity is a solvent-specific quantity, it exerts
an influence on the interaction between the solvent and the solvate, which is elucidated
in greater detail in section 3.4.3. Four significant models are available for describing the
permittivity of solvents, each employing a slightly different methodology. These are the
Lorentz-Lorenz model [106], [107], the Debye model [32], the Onsager model [36] and the
Kirkwood-Fröhlich model [108], [109].

The Lorentz-Lorenz model establishes a relationship between the refractive indices of
the material under investigation and the molecular polarisation, thus establishing the
permittivity of the material. It can be used to calculate the relationship between the
dielectric constant and the refractive index. The fundamental premise of this model is the
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representation of the permittivity as a function of the molecular density and the refractive
index. This is predicated on the assumption of a direct correlation between the refractive
index and electrical polarizability. It is important to note that this model does not take
into account certain specific interactions and is therefore only applicable to electrically
neutral and symmetrical molecules. The Lorentz-Lorenz equation, where εr is the relative
permittivity, N is the number of molecules per unit volume and α is the polarizability of
the molecule, is given by:

εr − 1
εr + 2 = 4πNα

3 (3.36)

The Debye model is principally concerned with the description of the behaviour of polar
molecules in solvents and their reaction to an oscillating electrical field. Its objective
is to elucidate the frequency dependence of the dielectric properties of a solvent. The
fundamental premise of this model is an investigation into the orientation of dipoles in
response to an alternating electrical field, and the subsequent time delay in relaxation.
Furthermore, the potential for thermal motion to disrupt the alignment of dipoles is
considered, highlighting the limitations of their ability to fully adhere to the electric field.
The relaxation time, designated as τ , emerges as a pivotal parameter. From these facts, it
is possible to draw conclusions about molecular dynamics by considering the temperature
dependence of the permittivity in relation to the relaxation time. One limitation of this
model is that its description is only accurate for simple systems. The central equation in
the Debye model is the equation for representing the frequency-dependent permittivity.
The variables are as follows: ε(ω) represents the complex permittivity at the frequency ω,
εS denotes the static permittivity at low frequency, ε∞ signifies the permittivity at high
frequency, ω represents the angular velocity of the electric field and τ is the relaxation
time of the polar molecule.

ε(ω) = ε∞ + εS − ε∞
1 + (iωτ) (3.37)

The Onsager model provides a more precise account of the dielectric polarisation of
molecules within an electric field, with a particular focus on the interaction between a
solvate, which possesses a dipole, and the surrounding solvent. This interaction gives rise
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to a contribution to the overall dielectricity. The fundamental premise of the Debye model
is the cavity space occupied by the dissolved molecule and the uniform distribution of the
solvent’s polarisation within this space. This distribution is calculated with consideration
of the solvate’s dipole moment and the solvent’s permittivity. The resulting polarisation
effects of the solvent are a consequence of the permittivity of the solvent and the position
of the solvate within the electric field. The net effect of the solvate and the solvent is
determined by the sum of their individual contributions. This model’s primary focus is
on dipole-dipole interactions, including the polarisation effects of a polar solvent, and
is limited to small and spherical solvate molecules. One of the central equations of the
Onsager model is the equation for determining the energy of the dipole in the electric field.
This is given by the following equation, where µ is the dipole moment of the solvate, εr is
the relative permittivity of the solvent and r is the radius of the cavity space.

E = − µ2

(3εr + 2)r3 (3.38)

The Kirkwood-Fröhlich model represents an extension of the Onsager model, whereby
it is expanded to the interaction of neighbouring molecules in an electric field. Specific
consideration is given to the mutual alignment of the dipoles, which should result in a
correction of the permittivities predicted by the Onsager model. The introduction of the
Kirkwood correlation factor, denoted as g, represents a pivotal aspect of this model. This
factor describes the strength of the interaction between neighbouring molecules within the
solvent field. In the event that a parallel alignment of the molecules is preferred, then is
g > 1. Conversely, if an anti-parallel alignment is preferred, then is g < 1. The advantage
of this model is that it can be used to analyse solvents in which the solvent molecules
interact strongly with each other and cannot act independently. However, this necessitates
an exact understanding of the molecular interactions and the geometry of the molecules.
Moreover, it is only applicable to certain systems. The static permittivity is calculated
using the following equation, where g corresponds to the Kirkwood correlation factor, µ to
the dipole moment, N to the number of molecules, ε0 to the permittivity of the vacuum,
kB to the Boltzmann constant and T to the temperature.

εS = gµ2N

3ε0kBT
· εr − 1

2εr + 1 (3.39)
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Upon examination of the temperature dependence of the permittivity, it becomes evident
that there is a negative correlation between permittivity and increasing temperature,
resulting in a decline in permittivity. This is attributable to the enhanced thermal motion
of the molecules, which renders it more challenging for the dipoles to align with the electric
field. This, in turn, also results in a reduction in orientational polarisation, given that
the alignment of the molecules is disrupted. It is important to note, however, that this
is explicitly the interaction between the permittivity of a substance and an electric field.
In considering the general case, the temperature dependence of the permittivity can be
expressed using the following equation:

ε(T ) = ε0 − b · T (3.40)

where ε(T ) is the permittivity at the corresponding temperature, ε0 is the vacuum permit-
tivity, b is a material-specific parameter that describes the decrease in permittivity with
temperature and T is the temperature.

On the other hand, the relative permittivity of the solvent is a crucial property, and
plays an even more significant role in the central equations of this work. Its variation
with temperature is provided by the equation below, which differs a slightly from the
general equation. It is dependent on the polarity of the solvent molecules, which is based
on molecular interactions controlled by temperature.

ε(T ) = εT0 + α · T (3.41)

where ε(T ) is the permittivity at the corresponding temperature, εT0 is the permittivity
at laboratory conditions, α is the polarisation factor of the used solvent and T is the
temperature.

In conclusion, it can be stated that permittivity represents a fundamental property
of materials and is also a general measure of the extent to which materials are influenced
by an electric field or exert influence themselves. With respect to solvents, permittivity is
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also a parameter that indicates the extent to which a solvent can influence a dissolved
molecule. In particular, it denotes the intensity of the electric field generated by the
solvent in the vicinity of the dissolved molecule. This demonstrates that the permittivity
of a solvent is a pivotal factor in the stabilization of dissolved molecules. Additionally, it
influences the molecular structure and, consequently, the electronic transitions in solution
by forming an electric field.

Since a solvent in which a substance is dissolved is effectively a dielectric, and the
resulting electric field affects the dissolved molecule in its solvate shell, the following
section (cf. 3.4.3) deals with the mutual influence between solvent and solvate.

3.4.3. Solvent and Solvate Interactions

Solvents can interact with the solute in a number of ways, which ultimately leads to
a change in the electronic transitions. It is assumed that this is a complete solvation,
whereby the solute is fully surrounded by the solvent, and that the solvent environment
exerts a stabilising or destabilising effect on the electronic structure of the solute. A
selection of potential interactions is provided next for reference. Such interactions may
include dipole-dipole interactions, whereby polar molecules interact strongly with polar
solvents, thereby stabilising both the ground state and the excited state. Another potential
interaction is the formation of hydrogen bonds, which occurs predominantly in polar protic
solvents, such as water or alcohols, and can therefore exert a profound influence on the
electronic structure of the dissolved molecule. Furthermore, dispersion forces, which are
present in non-polar solvents, also contribute to the interaction between the solvent and
the dissolved molecule. Nevertheless, dispersion interactions that occur are typically weak
in nature, yet they can nevertheless exert an influence on the existing energy levels of the
dissolved molecules. From the aforementioned examples, it is evident that the interaction
between the solute molecule and the solvent is predominantly electrostatic in nature. A
comprehensive analysis will be presented in the following section.
A more detailed examination of the interaction between the solvent and the dissolved
molecule reveals that the aforementioned electrostatic interactions can be described as
intermolecular forces. These intermolecular forces can be classified into two categories. On
the one hand, there are the category of directional, induction and dispersion forces, which
are non-specific and cannot be fully saturated. Conversely, there are specific, directed
forces, such as hydrogen bonds or charge transfer, which are capable of saturation. The
following section will provide a more detailed examination of the aforementioned forces,
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Transient dipole-induced dipole forces, also known as dispersion forces or London interac-
tion, result from the fact that even molecules devoid of a dipole moment can polarise an
adjacent molecule as a consequence of the constant electrical movement, thereby leading to
a dipole moment, albeit to a limited extent. Consequently, the electrical motion between
the molecules in question is synchronised, resulting in a mutual attraction. Nevertheless,
these forces are constrained in their range of applicability [110].
Hydrogen bonds represent one of the strongest intermolecular forces, and as a consequence,
they play a significant role in the interactions between solvents and dissolved molecules.
The formation of a hydrogen bond occurs when a hydrogen atom is bonded to a strongly
electronegative atom, resulting in the exertion of a coordinative divalence. In general, a
hydrogen bond is defined as a second bond formed between a covalently bonded hydrogen
atom and another atom, as outlined in [111]. Nevertheless, the concept was first introduced
in 1919 by Huggins [112], and the first publication on hydrogen bonds was made in 1920
by Latimer and Rodebush [113]. As a consequence of the formation of hydrogen bonds, in
the event that such interactions should occur, and due to the inherent dipolar nature of
the dissolved molecule, an impact on the distribution of charge is inevitable. The dipolar
character of hydrogen bonds gives rise to a higher dipole moment upon formation than
would be expected from a vectorial addition of the components involved. It is important to
note, however, that the nature of the forces behind hydrogen bonds remains incompletely
understood. There are compelling arguments for both the dipole-dipole and resonance
interaction models to describe hydrogen bonds [110].

From the preceding brief examination of the most significant intermolecular interac-
tions in terms of their impact on the electronic structure of the solute molecule, it is
apparent that the existing interactions between the solvent and the solute represent a
crucial consideration when determining dipole moments in solution. These interactions
exert a profound influence on the charge distribution of a molecule of interest. In the
following, a more detailed analysis with regard of the impact of solvent-solute interactions
on the charge distribution within the molecule will be provided.

Figure 3.10 serves to illustrate the interaction between the dissolved molecule and the
solvent in greater detail. For reasons of simplicity and comprehensibility, a spherical
arrangement is used, based on the Onsager-Radius a [36]. µG/E represents the dipole
moment in the ground state or in the excited state, whereas the symbol εr represents the
permittivity of the solvent.
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The approach of a solvate shell, which encompasses the dissolved molecule and the subse-
quent interaction between the solvent and the dissolved molecule, along with the resulting
impact on the charge distribution of the dissolved molecule, has been widely adopted.
Consequently, all calculation methods for determining dipole moments in the liquid phase
employ a solvent polarity function. In 1968, Suppan provided a more detailed discussion
of the influencing variables and the intermolecular interactions that are crucial for this
approach [114]. Of course, it should not go unmentioned that Lippert and Mataga, as
well as Bilot and Kawski (cf. 5), also explicitly dealt with the construction of the solvent
polarity functions.
In his publication, Suppan examines the primary interactions between solvents and solvates,
including dispersion forces, dipole-induced dipole interactions, dipole-dipole interactions,
higher multipole interactions, specific associations (such as hydrogen bonds), and solvent-
cage strains and analyses these interactions in the context of Onsager’s model. Firstly,
it is observed that the only solvent parameters that demonstrate a correlation between
transition energies and solvent properties that is both strong and linear are the parameters
of the dielectric constant, denoted as D, and the refractive index, denoted as n [115],
respectively, functions of the aforementioned parameters. From this, Suppan concludes
that the description of the correlation via a function of D or n represents extreme cases
and that a mixed function consisting of both functions should apply to intermediate cases,
but that these differ from solvent to solvent [114].
Onsager’s reaction field theory, following Suppan’s argumentation, postulates that the
solvent comprises molecules with dipole moments and isotropic polarizability, and that
this reductionist approach is only applicable in limited circumstances. The solute molecule
in the ground state is stabilised by the solvent-solvate system solely if the reaction field
originates from the permanent dipole moment and the spherical cavity shell. In the event
of dipole-dipole interactions being taken into consideration, and on the assumption that
the dipole in question is non-polarizable, it is postulated that following the excitation
of the system by light, the dipole moments of the solvent do not have sufficient time to
reorientate, and thus the reaction field remains unaltered. Nevertheless, this scenario
would result in a solvent cage tension, thereby increasing the energy of the excited state. In
a more general consideration, however, it is not assumed that the reaction field is the same
before and after light excitation. While the permanent dipoles of the solvent undoubtedly
do not have time to realign, the induced dipoles can follow the light excitation due to the
polarizability of the solvent [114].
According to Suppan, dipole-induced dipole interactions, that is to say the polarisation
effect of the dissolved molecule, can be defined as a distinct term and are also independent
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of the dipole-dipole interactions. Furthermore, Suppan notes that dispersion interactions
are contingent upon the oscillation strength. However, empirical evidence indicates a tenu-
ous correlation between the two variables, suggesting that the original London dispersion
theory may offer a more comprehensive understanding. This theory posits that the energy
of the interaction is contingent upon the polarizability of the solvent, which, in turn, is a
function of the refractive index. The impact on the solute can be quantified in terms of
the change in polarizability upon excitation, taking into account the number of molecules
and the volume of the solvation shell [114].
Furthermore, Suppan makes reference to specific associations, which is why solvents and
solvates cannot be considered from a purely dipole-dielectric interaction perspective. This
can be observed, for instance, in the discrepancies from the functions of D or n, which
were previously mentioned at the outset of this section. To illustrate this point, the role
of hydrogen bonds is worthy of mention, given their status as one of the most significant
specific associations, capable of fostering a robust bond between the solvent molecule and
the solvate. Nevertheless, assuming certain simplifications, the interactions involved in
the formation of hydrogen bonds can only be described in terms of their electrostatic
nature [114]. Nevertheless, the utilisation of solvents with the capacity to form hydrogen
bonds has considerably more far-reaching implications and should, wherever feasible, be
eschewed in favour of more suitable solvents.
In conclusion, Suppan posits that the electron distribution of the electronically excited state
is independent of the solvent, with only the energy of this state undergoing a shift. This
has the consequence that the dipole moment of the excited state must be the same under
the influence of any solvent, provided that the solvent effect is of a purely dielectric nature.
In such cases, the corresponding equations can be applied. To enhance the solvent-solvate
theory, it is observed that there is scope for refinement in only two parameters. On the
one hand, this is the well-discussed (cf. 3.4.1) Onsager radius; on the other hand, it is the
solvent polarity functions. With regard to the solvent polarity functions, it is found that
the solvate shell cannot be regarded as a continuum; rather, it might be advantageous to
consider it as a system of discrete point charges. However, experimental findings indicate
that a macroscopic system comprising discrete point charges, which have been averaged
over space and time, may appear as a static continuum. In light of these findings, it seems
reasonable to conclude that the solvent polarity functions can be applied with a reasonable
degree of plausibility [114].
A more detailed investigation of the impact of the solvent on the dissolved molecule was
conducted in 1974 by Nicol [116], who examined the theories of spectral shifts resulting
from solvent influence and developed a model for calculating them. Nicol’s work is based
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on a comparison between the absorption and emission spectra of dissolved molecules and
isolated molecules. Additionally, mutual interactions, such as dipole-dipole interaction,
dipole-induced dipole interaction and London forces, are examined by applying second-
order perturbation theory. A methodology is developed that can calculate the solvent
interactions and the resulting shifts of the spectra in different solvents, with the calculation
method varying for each class of solvent. It has been demonstrated that Stark effects can
occur as a consequence of the solvent, which is regarded as a source of fluctuation fields.
It can therefore be seen that both Stark interactions and London forces play a pivotal
role in the description of the interaction. The aforementioned approach is based on a
combination of classical dielectric theories and quantum mechanical perturbation theories.
Ultimately, the solvent exerts an influence on the electric field at the site of the solvate. The
fundamental premise of this approach is that the energy states of the dissolved molecule
in the absence of a solvent are known, and the impact of the solvent is regarded as a
perturbation to these energy levels. The description of these levels is based on macroscopic
quantities, such as the dielectric constant and refractive index. The aforementioned energy
change is calculated on the basis of the interaction previously outlined by Suppan, with
the addition of a multipole development to encompass higher-order contributions. In
conclusion, it can be stated that the interaction between solvent and solvate affects not
only the energy levels of the solvate molecules, but also the transition energies between
different states [116].
In his publications [102] and [103], Prabhumirashi further criticises, also based on Nicol’s
results, that the interaction between solvent and solvate is described solely in terms
of the effects of dielectric polarisation, and that this description does not differentiate
between the classes of solvents. This assertion is erroneous because the bands of the
solvate, including their attributes such as position, shape, intensity, and structure, exhibit
significant variation across different solvents. As demonstrated by Nicol [116], the linear
plots for distinct classes of solvents are distinctly disparate. It is therefore evident that
the interactions between solvent and solvate should be based on their chemical nature,
which may include factors such as functional groups, π or lone pair electrons, the affinity
for hydrogen bonding, or even complexation. Moreover, only solvents belonging to a
single solvent class should be considered collectively, and only solvents exhibiting weak
and non-specific interactions should be employed for meticulous investigations into the
impact of the solvent-solvate interaction on the absorption and emission spectra, where the
determination of dipole moments in solution is addressed. From the preceding argument,
it follows that the interaction between solvent and solvate is essentially limited to the
effects of dielectric polarisation if that limitation is applied.
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difference between the ground state and the excited state is influenced. A detailed ex-
amination of the effects of n and ε on the position of the absorption and emission bands
reveals that while n reduces the energy loss, ε increases the difference. It can thus be seen
that n responds at a higher frequency because n depends only on the electron motion,
whereas ε represents a static quantity that depends on the electron motion but also on the
molecular motion. The consequence of this is that the rise in the refractive index and the
subsequent movement of electrons serve to stabilise both the ground state and the excited
state simultaneously. This stabilisation also occurs when the dielectric constant increases,
but only after the reorientation of the solvent molecules. This is because this process
requires the movement of the entire solvent molecule, and thus this type of stabilisation
has a time component. In anticipation of the subsequent elucidation, it is also pertinent
to note that this process is contingent upon temperature and viscosity, occurring on a
timescale commensurate with solvent relaxation (cf. 3.15). It is important to consider the
influence of both variables separately due to the aforementioned differences, as this is also
reflected in the solvent polarity functions derived from the applied calculation methods
(cf. 5).
A more detailed examination of the temporal component necessitates a brief reiteration
of the Franck-Condon principle (cf. section 3.1.1 and figure 3.2), which, as previously
elucidated, postulates that there is no motion of the nuclei during electronic excitation.
In contrast, however, the electrons of the solvent are capable of reacting to the dipole of
the excited state generated by the excitation and realigning themselves with this excited
state. Furthermore, solvent molecules have the potential to orientate themselves in an
equilibrium position around the excited state, given that the lifetime of the excited state
is relatively long, spanning a range of 10−8 s. In this instance, the polarizability is a
consequence of the electron motion of the solvent and the dipole moment of the solvent.
From this, and from the separate consideration of the components of the polarizability, the
designations of the high-frequency polarizability for n and the low-frequency polarizability
for ε are derived. The distinction between the two components is referred to as the
orientation polarizability. These relationships permit the interaction between the solvent
and the solvate to be considered via the dipole moments of the ground state µG and
the electronically excited state µE of the solvate, with the addition of the reaction fields
around these solvate dipoles. The reaction fields can be subdivided into two components,
representing the electron motion RG or E

el and the solvent reorientation RG or E
or . Figure

3.13, which provides a graphical illustration of the processes in question, is presented
herewith for the purpose of elucidating the following operations in greater detail.
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In sum, although this section is not a comprehensive delineation of solvent–solvate interac-
tions — and is, moreover, circumscribed to those aspects salient to this dissertation — it
can be asserted that a qualitative portrayal of solvent effects in the context of determining
dipole moments in solution occupies a prominent position in science. Indeed, it represents
one of the most challenging and, at the same time, most extensive subfields within this
method of determination. The multitude of factors influencing the interaction between
solvent and solvate precludes the application of a single theory to describe the complete
interaction and the associated effect on a molecule with regard to its dipole moment.
By eschewing the particular interactions and streamlining the complexity to a single
or two variables, more precise descriptions of these interactions and the effects of these
interactions, even in the context of high complexity, can be obtained. This also makes it
evident that a variation of the solvent, and in particular a change between solvents from
different solvent classes, cannot be considered a useful approach if the aim is to identify
a superior alternative, since too many properties and parameters are altered as a result.
With regard to the determination of dipole moments in solution, the reduction, as has
already been done in the past, to the polarity variables, namely the refractive index and
permittivity, and the use of cavity volumes, as well as the maintenance of the greatest
possible constancy, whereby the required variation is obtained via the temperature, is a
promising approach. The aforementioned variables, namely refractive index (cf. 3.1.2),
permittivity (cf. 3.4.2) and cavity volume (cf. 3.4.1), are temperature-dependent quan-
tities. By investigating their temperature dependence, it is possible to obtain a more
accurate description of the polarity functions, which are related to the spectral shift. Ulti-
mately, the aforementioned facts illustrate the determination methods via thermochromism.

Additionally, it is important to highlight that the reaction field, which is the conse-
quence of the arrangement of solvent molecules around the solvate molecule, gives rise
to an electric field of magnitude 107 V/cm. This field is capable of influencing the
electronic structure of the solvate molecule in a manner analogous to that of a homoge-
neous externally applied electric field. This phenomenon is known as electrochromism [110].

It is evident that the interactions between the solvent and the solvate inevitably in-
fluence the absorption and emission spectra, as the logical conclusion necessitates. The
following section addresses the effects of the aforementioned interaction on the spectra.
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of the excited state in comparison to the stabilisation of the ground state. This results
in a reduction of the energy difference between the ground states. Examples of this
phenomenon can be observed in molecules in which π → π∗ transitions occur, whereby the
excited state is more strongly stabilised by polar solvents due to the increased polarity of
the excited state. In contrast, a hypsochromic shift occurs when the ground state is more
strongly stabilised. This phenomenon is exemplified by molecules exhibiting a n → π∗

transition, which, as previously discussed, involves the excitation of non-bonding electrons.
This is attributable to the stabilisation of the ground state by the polar solvent, which
possesses the non-bonding electron pair and is therefore more polar. Furthermore, effects
can be observed with regard to the intensity of the absorption, whereby the interaction
between the solvent and the solvate influences the transition probability. In the case of
π → π∗ transitions, the intensity of the transition is typically enhanced in the presence of
polar solvents. Conversely, the intensity of n→ π∗ transitions is usually diminished due
to the stabilisation of the ground state by a polar solvent, which consequently reduces the
probability of the transition.
With regard to emission spectra, it can be observed that these spectra are also influenced
by the interaction between the solvent and the solvate, albeit in a slightly different manner.
This is because these are ultimately the result of the transition from the excited state to
the ground state, and are therefore more strongly influenced by the interaction, due to
the role played by relaxation processes. When the Stokes shift is initially considered, it
becomes evident that an increase in solvent polarity results in a more pronounced shift,
due to the relaxation of the excited state. The corresponding relaxation processes are
elucidated in section 3.4.3. A bathochromic shift in the emission spectra is observed
when the excited state is strongly stabilised by a polar solvent. The bathochromic shift
of rhodamine 6G (cf. figure 6.16) as the polarity of the solvent increases serves as an
illustrative example. In contrast, a hypsochromic shift occurs when the excited state is
unable to be stabilised by the solvent to the same extent as the ground state, resulting
in a larger energy difference between the two states. Such examples include molecules
that exhibit a pronounced dipole-dipole interaction with the solvent, wherein the excited
state also displays a lower polarity compared to the ground state. Fluorescent dyes, such
as merocyanine or polymethine, serve as illustrative examples of this phenomenon. The
observation of fluorescence intensity in relation to the effect of the interaction between
solvent and solvate demonstrates that this can also be influenced. The presence of polar
solvents often increases the probability of non-radiative transitions, such as ISC or IC,
which ultimately results in a decrease in fluorescence intensity. This is due to the fact that
the return to the ground state occurs more frequently via these processes. Also, quenching
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effects may also result from the interaction. Moreover, the lifetime of the excited state can
be affected by the promotion of non-radiative transitions by the solvent.

In principle, it can be stated that the type of transition is of interest with regard to
its effect on the absorption and emission spectra. In light of the aforementioned transitions,
it becomes evident that the most pertinent ones are the π → π∗ and n→ π∗ transitions,
while the σ → σ∗ transitions can be disregarded, given that they predominantly occur
in the UV range and solvent interactions typically exert minimal or even none influence
on the spectra in question. An additional consequence of the interaction between the
solvent and the solvate is the impact that the solvent has on the shape of the absorption
band associated with the π → π∗ transition, which is manifested in alterations to the
vibronic interaction. It can therefore be concluded that the external solvent polarisation is
responsible for the breaking of internal symmetry restrictions, which in turn results in the
observation of new absorption bands within the spectrum [110].

Bayliss [40] and McRae [118], [119], [41] have already put forth a system for categorising the
combinations and their effects on the spectra, with a particular focus on the combination of
solvent and solvate. The classification is divided into four categories, as outlined below [110]:

1st. A nonpolar solvate dissolved in a nonpolar solvent.
In this instance, it can be stated that only dispersion forces are of
consequence. The strength of the dispersion forces is contingent upon
the refractive index, the intensity of the transition, and the dimensions
of the solvate. The solvent exerts no discernible influence on the energy
levels, however, the dispersion forces result in a slight bathochromic
shift.

2nd. A nonpolar solvate dissolved in a polar solvent.
In this instance, the absence of the dipole moment of the solvate precludes
the possibility of specific alignment between the solvate molecule and
the solvent molecules. Nevertheless, it is necessary to consider the
interactions of the quadrupole of the solvate with the solvent molecules
in this case. The ground state is more strongly stabilised, resulting in a
slight hypsochromic shift.

3rd. A dipolar solvate dissolved in a nonpolar solvent.
In this instance, dipole-induced dipole interactions and dispersion forces
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are of consequence. Should the dipole moment of the solvate increase
following electronic excitation, the Franck-Condon state will be more
strongly stabilised, resulting in a bathochromic shift. A decrease in
the dipole moment in the excited state results in a reduction in the
stabilisation of the Franck-Condon state, leading to a hypsochromic or
bathochromic shift. This shift is dependent on the bathochromic shift
due to polarisation.

4th. A dipolar solvate dissolved in a polar solvent.
In this instance, the dipole-dipole interactions are of paramount im-
portance. The ground state of the solvate is markedly stabilised as a
consequence of these interactions. An increase in the dipole moment of
the excited state results in a bathochromic shift due to the stabilisation
of the excited state. A bathochromic shift also occurs when the dipole
moment decreases in the excited state, although of less magnitude.

Hola
It should be emphasised that this categorisation into four distinct groups is intended
as a broad framework and is not intended to be used as a comprehensive criterion for
classifying the influence of solvent solvate interactions on absorption and emission spectra.
This is due to the multitude of factors and exceptions that can potentially influence these
interactions.

In principle, it can be stated that when considering absorption spectra alone and re-
ducing the influence of the solvent to polarity alone, the solvent polarity or solvent polarity
function ultimately serves as a function of the variables in the form of refractive index
and permittivity, together with the angle of observation of increasing polarity the π → π∗

transitions undergo a bathochromic shift. Similarly, the n → π∗ transitions undergo a
hypsochromic shift.

In the context of a summary, it can be stated that a sole consideration of the impact of
solvent and solvate interaction on emission spectra is sufficient to conclude that solvent
influence on emission spectra, as it’s the case with absorption spectra, is dependent on
solvent polarity, which is determined by the solvent polarity function. In this way, the
effects on the position and shape of the spectrum, as well as the effect on the lifetime
of the excited state, can be determined. In essence, it can be posited that in instances
where the dipole moment of the excited state is greater than that of the ground state,
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a bathochromic shift occurs, which mirrors the increasing polarity of the solvent. The
converse scenario has already been elucidated. Furthermore, the relaxation time and the
lifetime of the molecule in the excited state must be considered within the context of the
emission spectra, as this has an impact on the bands of the emission spectrum, which may
represent the unreleased state, the relaxed state, or a combination of the two. Furthermore,
the close relationship between absorption and emission spectra is evidenced by the fact
that the appearance of the emission spectra is also determined by the influence of the
solvent on the ground state and thus the absorption spectra.

In conclusion, it can be stated that generalisations about the appearance of absorp-
tion and emission spectra, derived from the interaction between a solvent and a solvate,
are possible. However, these should be treated with caution, given that the factors influ-
encing the interaction between a solvent and a solvate are extremely diverse and complex.
Nevertheless, there are a number of quantitative calculation methods that precisely link
these aspects, namely the influence of the solvent on the solvate with the shift of the
maxima in absorption and emission spectra. This enables the investigation of molecular
properties, including the calculation of dipole moments in the ground state and in the
electronically excited state.

3.5. Dipoles

Dipole moments, represented by the symbol µ, are a fundamental physical property of
molecules. They exert a significant influence on a range of crucial physical properties,
including boiling point, melting point and solubility. Moreover, dipole moments exert
an influence on both intramolecular interactions and intermolecular interactions between
molecules. This signifies that, in addition to its profound significance in the field of physics,
it constitutes a fundamental concept in the discipline of chemistry. A molecular dipole
moment is generated as a result of two opposite electrical charges, which are separated
by a given spatial distance. It follows that the dipole moment is a vectorial quantity.
The resulting electric field is represented in chemical notation as a vector arrow from the
positive charge to the negative charge and in physical notation from the negative to the
positive charge. The product of the charge and the distance between the charges serves as
a measure of the strength of a dipole moment, which can be expressed mathematically
as follows: µ = q × d. In this context, the charge is represented by the symbol q, while
the distance between the charges is represented by the symbol d. The dipole moment is
expressed in Debye units, D. For the purpose of conversion into SI units, the appropriate
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formula is coulombs times metres, C ·m, which is, 1 D = 3, 33564 · 10−30 C ·m, in Debye
units. Once determined, the dipole moment provides information regarding the polarity of
a molecule and the resulting interactions. Furthermore, an understanding of the dipole
moment is crucial for the aforementioned applications, as well as for comprehending the
underlying mechanisms of various processes.
Due to the composition of atoms, which consist of positively charged cores in the form
of protons and negatively charged shells in the form of electrons, and the composition of
molecules, which consist of different atoms, enabling the formation of dipole moments,
gives rise to numerous dependencies and influencing factors that determine the strength
of dipole moments. One of the most significant factors influencing the strength of dipole
moments is the degree of electronegativity disparity between the atoms involved in a
molecule. To illustrate, substantial discrepancies in electronegativity result in augmented
charge separation and, consequently, elevated dipole moments. An additional crucial
factor is the molecular geometry, which concerns the spatial configuration of the atoms
within a molecule. This determines whether the bonding dipoles either add up to a total
dipole moment or cancel each other out. In the case of CO2, the molecule serves as a
negative example, exhibiting polar bonds that nevertheless cancel each other out due to
its symmetrical geometry. Furthermore, the bond length and type of bond between the
atoms influence the strength of the dipole moment, with longer bonds resulting in a higher
dipole moment for the same charge distribution. A crucial aspect of the influence on dipole
moment strength is the molecular environment, whereby the charge distribution within the
molecule can be shifted, strengthened or even reduced. For example, this can be achieved
by applying an external electric field or by dissolving the molecule, which ultimately corre-
sponds to the application of an electric field, given that the solvent molecules that form the
cavity of the dissolved molecule themselves constitute an electric field that influences the
dissolved molecule and thus its charge distribution. As the aforementioned dependencies
and influencing factors are also temperature-dependent variables, the temperature exerts
a direct or indirect influence on the strength of the dipole moment.
Moreover, it is necessary to consider the dipole moments in the electronically excited state,
where the electronically excited state have already been discussed in the previous section
3.1.1. Dipole moments in the electronically excited state pertain to the distribution of
charge in an excited molecule, which may differ considerably from the charge distributions
observed in the ground state. This discrepancy can be attributed to the alteration in
the electron density distribution that occurs in the excited state. Such alterations are
brought about by the differing polarisation of the orbitals during the excitation process,
coupled with the movement of the excited electrons to higher-energy positions. Never-
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theless, the mathematical representation remains identical to that of the ground state.
The dependencies and influencing factors of the dipole moments in the electronically
excited state can be divided into two categories: the type of excitation, which can be, for
example, either π → π∗ or n → π∗ excitation, and the associated change in molecular
structure and molecular geometry. This phenomenon allows for the development of a
strong dipole moment in molecules that are symmetrical in their ground state, as a result
of the formation of a strongly asymmetric electron configuration following excitation. A
well-known example of this phenomenon is the aromatic hydrocarbon benzene, C6H6,
which in its ground state is a symmetrical, planar molecule with an even distribution of
electrons in a delocalised ring system. In the excited state, the electron density distribution
becomes asymmetric due to the transition of electrons from a π orbital into a higher
π∗ orbital. This results in a change in the molecule’s symmetry, causing the molecule
to become asymmetrical. Similarly to the gorund state dipole moments, solvation and
environmental effects occur in the electronically excited state dipole moments. These can
alter the electron density distribution, but they can also stabilise it, leading to further
changes in this electron density distribution. Furthermore, the polarizability of the solvent
can impede or facilitate the relaxation and adjustment of the dipole moment.
Since the initial conceptualisation of dipole moments by Max Reinganum in 1903 [30]
and the subsequent independent formulation of the concept by Peter Debye in 1905 [32],
Debye became the pre-eminent researcher in the field of dipole moments. In 1912, Debye
devised the initial methodology for quantifying dipole moments in the ground state through
the utilisation of a capacitor, wherein the dielectric constant εr serves as the primary
measurement parameter. The dipole moment is calculated using the following equation,
which is known as the Debye equation:

Pm = εr − 1
εr + 2 ·

M

ρ
= NA

3ε0
·
(
α +

µ2
g

3kBT

)
(3.42)

By solving the equation 3.42 for the variable µ, results in the following expression:

µ =

√√√√3kBT ·
(
εr − 1
εr + 2 ·

M

ρ
· 3ε0
NA

− α
)

(3.43)

Variables in 3.42 and 3.43: Pm corresponds to the molar polarisation, M to the molar
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mass, ρ to the density, NA to the Avogadro constant, ε0 is the permittivity of the vacuum,
α is the polarizability, kB is the Boltzmann constant, T is the temperature and µ is the
dipole moment.

Over time, further models and concepts were developed for determining dipole moments
in the ground state, which addressed the increasing demand for greater precision and
speed in the determination process. One initial approach was the measurement in the gas
phase via microwave spectroscopy. The foundations of this method were developed in the
1930s and 1940s, and significant improvements were made in the 1950s. The fundamental
premise of this methodology is the interaction of molecules with electromagnetic microwave
radiation, whereby molecules with a dipole moment can undergo rotational absorption
of these electromagnetic waves. The frequency of absorption is dependent on both the
moment of inertia and the dipole moment. Subsequently, the dipole moment of the ground
state can be determined directly through the analysis of rotational spectra [120], [121],
[122], [123]. In the 20th century, there was a focus on developing measuring methods in
the liquid phase due to the growing interest in studying large molecules that could not be
brought into the gas phase due to their tendency to dissociate. These are electro-optical
measurement methods that utilise the Kerr effect. This describes the induction of a
dipole moment in molecules under the influence of a strong electric field, resulting in the
emergence of birefringent properties. The variation in the refractive index in response
to an applied electric field and its polarization furnishes insight into the dipole moment
of the molecule [124], [125], [126], [127]. In the present era, the most reliable method for
determining dipole moments in the ground state is high-resolution UV laser spectroscopy.
This approach employs the Stark effect to shift and split the spectral lines of a molecule.
The dipole moment can be calculated by measuring the line shift [128], [129], [130], [131],
[132].
In contrast to the relatively straightforward determination of dipole moments in the ground
state, the determination of dipole moments in the electronically excited state represents a
complex and challenging task. This is due to the fact that the lifetimes of electronically
excited states are relatively short and they are also energie dependent. The most signifi-
cant methodologies for determining dipole moments in electronically excited states are
UV/Vis spectroscopy techniques in solutions, which are based on solvatochromism and
thermochromism. The fundamental premise is the examination of absorption and emission
spectra following a modification of external parameters, a process that is elucidated in
greater detail as the main topic of this dissertation. The foundations of this approach
can be traced back to the 1950s and 1960s, with its principles initially established by
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Ooshika [37], Lippert and Mataga [38], [133], [39], as well as Bilot and Kawski[43], [134],
[135], [136]. An alternative approach for determining dipole moments in excited states
is time-resolved spectroscopy utilising pump-probe techniques. This was made feasible
by the advent of femtosecond spectroscopy in the 1980s. In this approach, an ultrashort
laser pulse is employed to excite the molecule to the electronically excited state, i.e. pump
pulse, which is then probed by a second laser pulse, designated as the probe pulse. The
evaluation of the dipole moment is based on the analysis of changes in absorption and
emission [137], [138], [139], [140], [141]. As with the determination of dipole moments
in the ground state, the gold standard is the determination by high-resolution UV laser
spectroscopy, employing the same methodology and with the same inherent limitations [6],
[142], [143], [96]. An alternative approach for determining dipole moments in the excited
state is through the determination of photostationary states and electroluminescence. This
method relies on the interaction of molecules in the electronically excited state with an
electric field during continuous excitation. The distinction in the response to the electric
field between the ground state and the electronically excited state is employed in this
instance.

Furthermore, a comprehensive analysis of dipole moments necessitates an examination of
the distinction between permanent and induced dipole moments, which will be addressed
in the subsequent section.

Permanent Dipole
A permanent dipole moment is defined as an unequal distribution of electron density and,
consequently, of the charge distribution that persists over time. It persists in a state of
permanence and exists independently of external electric fields, although not in terms
of its strength. This enables molecules with a permanent dipole moment to orientate
themselves in accordance with an external electric field.
Mathematically, a permanent dipole moment can be described by a general consideration
of the potential energy of a known charge distribution outside the charge area. This
potential energy can then be expanded using a Taylor series, which provides a detailed
representation of the potential energy at each point in the charge distribution. This implies
that the potential energy can be characterised at any point in terms of the reference point
P . From this line of reasoning, the multipole expansion V (r) is shown in equation 3.44
[32], [144], [145].
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The initial term of the multipole expansion, as illustrated in equation 3.45, pertains to the
description of a monopole, which is defined as a permanent charge, i.e. the net charge.
The second term of the multipole expansion is the term for describing a dipole moment,
as illustrated in equation 3.46. This approach permits the construction of additional
multipoles, such as a quadrupole moment (cf. the final term in equation 3.44), from terms
of lower order.

Vdipole(r) = 1
r2

∫
V
ρ(r′)r′cosθdτ ′ = r̂

r2p (3.46)

In this instance, the dipole moment is represented by the variable p for point charges.
Upon resolution of p, the subsequent equation, designated as 3.47, is derived for the dipole
moment.

p =
n∑
i=1

qir
′
i (3.47)

Induced Dipole
In contrast to the permanent dipole moment, the induced dipole moment is a result of
external influences. This can be achieved through the application of an external electric
field, or alternatively, by the influence of a neighbouring dipole or an ion in the vicinity.
The induction processes initiated by the external electric field prompt a shift in the electron
density within the previously neutral molecule, enabling the formation of a transient dipole
moment due to the prevailing unequal charge distribution. The strength of the resulting
dipole moment is contingent upon the polarizability of the molecule, as expressed by the
proportionality factor α, and the intensity of the indicated electric field. The induced
dipole moment is described by the following equation:

~µind = α · ~E (3.48)

The proportionality factor, designated as α, is also referred to as polarizability. It serves
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as a measure of the strength of the influence exerted by an external electric field on
the polarizability of a molecule. This influence is proportional to the applied electric
field, which is represented by the symbol E. In terms of the induced dipole moment,
this factor describes the ease with which the electron cloud, and thus the charge den-
sity/distribution, within a molecule may be distorted in response to an applied electric
field. Polarizability can be broadly classified into three principal categories. The first type
of polarizability is electronic polarizability, which refers to the displacement of the electron
cloud relative to the nucleus, and thus the positive charge. In comparison to the other
two types of polarizability, this polarizability is frequently the dominant contribution to
the total polarizability. The other is ion polarizability, which describes the displacement
of the entire atoms or ions within a molecule relative to each other. The latter type of
polarizability is orientational polarizability, which is predominantly observed in molecules
with permanent dipole moments and describes the alignment of these dipole moments in
response to an electric field. The polarizability of a molecule is influenced by a number
of factors, including its size and structure. Larger molecules have a greater capacity for
distortion due to their larger electron cloud. The electron configuration is another factor
influencing polarizability. Molecules with loosely bound electrons, for example in the
case of unsaturated compounds or anions, show a higher polarizability. The bond order
is another factor influencing polarizability. Molecules with double bonds have a higher
polarizability due to the easier delocalisation of the electrons. Finally, electronegativity is
a factor influencing polarizability. With high electronegativity, there is a stronger electron
bond to the positive nucleus, and thus the polarizability is reduced. It should be noted
that polarizability is not always an isotropic quantity. The polarizability is expressed in
SI units in cubic metres m3.
If the three types of polarizability, namely the orientational polarizability PO, the electronic
polarizability PE and the ionic polarizability PI , are combined into a single equation 3.49,
the total polarizability/molar polarizability P/Pm is obtained.

P/Pm = PO + PE + PI (3.49)

Subsequently, the separate determination of the displacement polarizability, comprising
the electronic polarizability and the ionic polarizability, and the orientational polarizability
can be carried out. This also has the consequence that the dipole moment µ and the
polarizability α are also determined, as this is the application of the equation 3.42 according
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to Debye [32]. This is made possible by determining the molar polarizability Pm as a
function of temperature and plotting it as a function of 1

T
. This yields a straight line with

the ordinate intercept corresponding to α and the slope corresponding to µ.

3.6. Thermo- vs. Solvatochromism

Solvatochromism and thermochromism are phenomena whereby the absorption and emis-
sion maxima of molecules undergo alteration as a consequence of their interaction with
different solvents, in the case of solvatochromism, or temperature changes, in the case of
thermochromism. This alteration is attributable to a modification in the energy differential
between the ground state and the excited state as an result of external influence. Both
phenomena can be employed to determine dipole moments in solution. This is ultimately
attributable to alterations in the critical parameters that influence the solute molecule and
its electronic structure, manifested in the form of the refractive index n and the permittivity
ε. These two critical parameters are dependent on the solvent and temperature.
The classical method for determining dipole moments in solution was, and in some cases is
still considered the standard method of determination, namely solvathochromism. Never-
theless, a more detailed examination of the interrelationships within this approach reveals
that it is not without significant shortcomings. As previously stated, the absorption and
emission maxima, and thus the energy gap between the ground state and the electronically
excited state of the molecule under investigation, are influenced by the differentiation of
the solvent used. The solvents employed exhibit disparate properties, primarily manifesting
as variations in refractive index and permittivity. The term solvatochromism was first
employed to describe this phenomenon in 1922 by the German chemist Arthur Hantzsch
[146]. As a consequence of its uncomplicated application and execution, and the extensive
range of potential applications reflected in the versatility of the solvent, the solvatochromic
method gained rapid acceptance and proved highly successful [147], [148]. Nevertheless, a
more detailed examination of the solvatochromic method, as previously noted, reveals that
it encompasses a number of inherent disadvantages. This aspect was already considered
by Mataga in 1956 [39]. It can be observed that although the requisite alteration in
the parameters, namely the refractive index and permitivity, occurs when the solvent is
replaced, the additional effects of the change in the solvent are disregarded [102]. To
illustrate, the affinity for the formation of hydrogen bonds, which exerts a pronounced
influence on the mutual interaction between the dissolved molecule and the solvent, is
not taken into account. Such considerations are evident, yet they are not incorporated as
variables in the calculation methodologies.
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In order to circumvent the limitations of the solvatochromism method, Suppan initially
proposed the thermochromism method in 1985 [149], based on Gryczyńskis and Kawskis
work [79], a proposal that was subsequently validated by extensive research conducted by
Kawski [150], [151], [152], [153], [154]. The fundamental premise of the thermochromism
method is the utilisation of a consistent combination of the molecule under examination
and the solvent employed. The requisite variation of the parameters, expressed in terms of
refractive index and permittivity, which are temperature-dependent quantities, is generated
through the measurement of samples at different temperatures. The advantage of this
approach is that the other influencing variables are altered in a similar manner in response
to temperature, thereby ensuring better comparability by maintaining the same solvent.
The aforementioned relationships within the thermochromic method have resulted in a sig-
nificant increase in the importance of accurately determining the temperature dependence
of the variable sizes of the refractive indices and the permitivities. Consequently, these
two parameters represent pivotal quantities for determining dipole moments in solution,
as they constitute the primary components of the calculation methods (cf. 5) by Lippert
[38], [133], Mataga [39] and Kawski [43], as well as Demissie [101].
It can thus be concluded that both methods, namely solvatochromism and thermochromism,
are founded upon a change in polarity of the solvent, and its resultant effect upon spectro-
scopic measurements in terms of absorption and emission.
In addition, it is essential to consider an additional aspect, which is a crucial parameter for
determining dipole moments in solution when employing solvatochromic or thermochromic
techniques. This is the Onsager radius, denoted as a3, which reflects the size of the solvate
shell surrounding the solute molecule (cf. 3.4.1 and 3.4.3). The approximation of the
Onsager radius, which postulates a spherical shell, is inherently imprecise, particularly
for organic compounds, which often exhibit an ellipsoidal or irregular shape [102]. Con-
sequently, the size of the solvate shell is significantly overestimated. This shortcoming
has already been identified by Onsager himself [36] and by Mataga [39] as a significant
limitation in the precise determination of dipole moments in solution. To address this
limitation, the Onsager radius is replaced with the actual cavity volume, as proposed by
Demissie [101], within the calculation methods. The practicality of this approach has been
corroborated by a substantial body of published literature [155], [156], [157].
Due to the fact that the determination of dipole moments in solution initially took place
using the method of solvatochromism, since the method of thermochromism was only
established later, consequently all calculation methods (cf. 5) are based on the premise
of calculation using the methods of solvatochromism. As both methods are fundamen-
tally based on the variation of the refractive index and permeability, which results in a
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change in the polarity function of the solvent, it is relatively straightforward to adapt the
calculation methods for use with thermochromism. It should be noted that this variation
occurs in two ways: firstly, in the case of solvatochromism, through the exchange of the
solvent, and secondly, in the case of thermochromism, through the variation of tempera-
ture. Gryczyński and Kawski demonstrate in their publication [79] that this is feasible by
determining the temperature dependence of the variables of interest and by establishing
temperature-dependent equations to describe the corresponding values of the variables at
each temperature. Furthermore, this is accomplished with the variable of the real cavity
volume, introduced by Demissie [101], which also exhibits a temperature dependence,
thus allowing for the determination of an equation describing this variable’s temperature
dependence. This approach allows the corresponding values of the temperature-dependent
variables to be assigned to the corresponding measured values of the absorption and
emission at the corresponding temperature. As a result, this enables the entire system
comprising the dissolved molecule and solvent in question to be considered separately at
that temperature.

In conclusion, it can be stated that thermochromic methods are more appropriate for
determining dipole moments in the ground state and in the electronically excited state
in the liquid phase when all the aforementioned aspects (cf. 3.4.3, 3.4.4) are taken into
account. This is because this method maintain the system, comprising the solvent and
solvate, in a consistent state, thereby preventing the fluctuations in parameters that are
not fully within control. While the requisite spectral shifts are occasionally less pronounced
than those achieved through solvent exchange, this can be offset by a broad temperature
span and a substantial number of measurement points. In conclusion, the advantages of
thermochromic methods are more significant than their disadvantages.

In the following, the equations according to Lippert and Mataga, Bilot and Kawski
as well as Demissie are shown in their form for methods of thermochromism. In section 5,
a comprehensive analysis of the theoretical foundations of these equations is presented,
without delving into the transformation to methods of thermochromism.
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Lippert and Mataga:

∆~v = 2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 ·∆F (T ) + Const.

∆F (T ) = ε(T )− 1
2ε(T ) + 1 −

1
2 ·
(
n2(T )− 1
2n2(T ) + 1

) (3.50)

Bilot and Kawski:

∆ν̃ = 2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 · F (T ) + Const.

F (T ) = 2n2(T ) + 1
n2(T ) + 2

(
ε(T )− 1
ε(T ) + 1 −

n2(T )− 1
n2(T ) + 2

) (3.51)

∑
ν̃ = 2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 · Φ(T ) + Const.

Φ(T ) = F (T ) + 3(n4(T )− 1)
(n2(T ) + 2)2

(3.52)

Demissie:

ν̃A/F (T ) = ν̃0
A/F −

2µg/e(µe − µg)
3ε0hc

·∆Fi(T )

F1(T ) = 1
V (T )

[
ε(T )− 1
2ε(T ) + 1 −

1
2

(
n2(T )− 1
2n2(T ) + 1

)]

F2(T ) = 1
V (T )

[[
ε(T )− 1
ε(T ) + 2 −

n2(T )− 1
n2(T ) + 2

]
2n2(T ) + 1
n2(T ) + 2 + 3(n4(T )− 1)

(n2(T ) + 2)2

]
(3.53)
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In this chapter, quantum chemical calculation methods as they offer significant reference
values to evaluate the accuracy of determining dipole moments in the liquid phase will
be discussed. This involves calculating the respective dipole moments in the ground and
excited states. Moreover, precise dipole moment measurements of the ground state are
a necessity in the computation approaches of thermochromic methods (cf. 5). These
values can be obtained through quantum chemical calculations, provided that they are not
attainable through gas phase determination experiments or literature sources. Furthermore,
these calculations are highly significant in the field of determining dipole moments through
the gas phase [6], [130], [129]. They serve as a crucial starting point in the assessment of
the obtained rotation-resolved spectra using evolutionary algorithms. A vital aspect of this
researchs quantum chemical calculation is the optimisation of the structure, which employs
a correlation - consistent polarised Valenz - Tripelzeta basis set (cc-pVTZ) from the
TURBOMOLE library [158]. The equilibrium geometry of the electronic masses and the
lowest excited singlet state is optimised through the approximate coupled cluster singles
and doubles model (CC2) employing the resolution - of - the - identity (RI) approximation
[159], [160], [161]. Additional structural optimisation is achieved through modifications to
CC2 using spin component scaling (SCS) [162]. Oscillation frequencies and zero - point
corrections of the adiabatic excitation energy were obtained using the NumForce script
[163] through the numerical second derivative. In addition, the Conductor - like Screening
Model (COSMO) [164], [165], [166], which is included in the RI and CC2 (ricc2) module
of the TURBOMOLE library [158], is considered, as it meets the requirements of dipole
moment determination in solution.
Within quantum chemical post - Hartree - Fock ab initio methods, various techniques
are available for approximating electron correlation. These include the configuration
interaction of Møller - Plesset perturbation theory and density functional theory. However,
this section focuses on the CC2 method mentioned above and used in the context of this
work. One advantage of this method is that it considers the positions of other electrons,
which can impact the behavior of the electrons. Therefore, the quality of the results is
considerably enhanced when utilizing this technique [93].
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Here, the ground state wave function Ψ is written with an exponential approach from
the cluster operator T̂ and the Hartree - Fock wave function is formulated as a Slater
determinant for the ground state Φ0:

Ψ = eT̂Φ0 (4.1)

eT̂ = 1 + T̂ + T̂ 2

2! + T̂ 3

3! + · · · =
∞∑
k=0

T̂ k

k! (4.2)

The cluster operator represents the sum of all excitation operators T̂ and indicates the
potential excitation from an occupied spin orbital i, j, k, . . . to a virtual spin orbital
a, b, c, . . . . T̂N corresponds to a complete system of N electrons at their maximum exci-
tation. Excitation operators comprise the cluster amplitudes t and the exciting Slater
determinants Φa

i ,Φab
ij , . . . . The transition of the ground state Slater determinants Φ0 into

a linear combination of all n - fold excited Slater determinants is accomplished by a
particular excitation operator T̂n. If the equation 4.4 is taken into consideration, it is
feasible to create a doubly excited Slater determinant T̂ 2

1 Φ0 utilizing quadratic and higher
order terms for the excitation operator T̂1:

T̂ = T̂1 + T̂2 + T̂3 + · · ·+ T̂N (4.3)

T̂1Φ0 =
∞∑

a=n+1

n∑
i=1

taiΦa
i T̂2Φ0 =

∞∑
b=a+1

∞∑
a=n+1

n∑
j=i+1

n−1∑
i=1

tabij Φab
ij (4.4)

The wave function from the equation 4.1 is inserted into the Schrödinger equation and
multiplied by 〈Φ0 | to calculate the coupled cluster energy (ECC). The orthogonality of
the spin orbitals 〈Φ0 | eT̂Φ0〉 = 〈Φ0 | Φ0〉 = 1 is used as a tool. This results in the following
equation [93]:
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ĤΨ = EΨ (4.5)

ĤeT̂Φ0 = ECCe
T̂Φ0 (4.6)

〈Φ0 | Ĥ | eT̂Φ0〉 = ECC〈Φ0 | eT̂Φ0〉 (4.7)

〈Φ0 | Ĥ | eT̂Φ0〉 = ECC (4.8)

Cluster amplitudes associated with the excitation operator T̂n can be obtained by multi-
plying the coupled - cluster vector function Ωµn with e−T̂ and the set of all respective n -
fold excited Slater determinants 〈Φµn |. The method for calculating these amplitudes is
outlined in [167]. These determinants can be determined using the Schrödinger equation.
Consequently:

Ωµn = 〈Φµn | e−T̂ ĤeT̂ | Φ0〉 = 0 (4.9)

Due to the disproportionately large amount of computation involved, it is impossible to
obtain an exact solution to the Schrödinger equation. However, this can be overcome
by selectively choosing excitation operators, allowing the Coupled - Cluster method to
be applied. The simplest form of this is the Coupled - Cluster - Singles method (CCS).
This uses the first term T̂1 to calculate the parameters, but can increase the accuracy by
including higher excitation operators, as seen in the Coupled - Cluster - Singles - and -
Doubles method (CCSD) (T̂ = T̂1 + T̂2) [167].
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The next part focuses on the Approximate - Coupled - Cluster - Singles - and - Doubles
method (CC2), a new coupled - cluster technique established in 1995 by Christiansen et
al. and associated with the two previously described methods. Here, the equation for the
single excitation remains in its original form. The equation for the double excitation is
approximated through a perturbation - theoretical approach. The Hamilton operator Ĥ is
defined as the sum of the Fock operator F̂ and the fluctuation operator Û [167].

Ĥ = F̂ + Û (4.10)

Thus, the CC2 - method results in a neglect of all T̂2 - dependent terms of the vector func-
tion ΩCC2

µ2 , which have a higher order than the first in the fluctuation potential Û . Thereby,
a reduction of the computational effort by one power, comparable to the CCSD - method,
with a qualitative equation of the CC2 - energy with the Møller - Plesset - perturbation
theory of second order (MP2). From this follows a hierarchy from CCS via CC2 to CCSD
[167], [168]. However, it should be highlighted that the CC2 method’s computational effort
can only be significantly reduced by incorporating the RI approximation. Consequently,
this method could been utilised for systems containing up to 15 atoms [169], [170]. In
addition to the reduction of the computational effort and of the transformation of the two-
electron integrals, it also reduces memory requirements, allowing molecules two to three
times larger to be analysed [170], [160], [161]. To enhance precision in computing outcomes,
the MP2- and CC2- methods utilize an SCS modification [171], [162] which assigns two
distinct parameters, cOS and cSS, to the levels of correlation energy following equation 4.11.

E = cOSEOS + cSSESS (4.11)

These two parameters serve as scaling factors for the energy contributions of electron pairs
with opposite (OS) and equal (SS) spin. This modification leads to the enhancement of
short - range dynamical correlation due to the cOS parameter, while the cSS parameter
reduces the long - range non - dynamical correlation [171]. According to Grimme [171],
51 reaction energies were calculated through SCS - MP2, and corresponding values were
fit from Quadratic - Configuration Interaction with Singles and Doubles (non - iterative)
(QCISD(T)) / Quadruple - Zeta - Valence (QZV) calculations. Consequently, an empiri-
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cal optimization of the parameters cOS = 6/5 and cSS = 1/3 can be performed. This leads
to a distinct alteration in the identification of electronically excited states after CC2 or
SCS - CC2, as demonstrated by [157] for example.
To incorporate solvent effects into the calculated values, Klamt and Schüürmann devel-
oped the COSMO model [164]. This model was subsequently implemented in the ricc2
module of TURBOMOLE by Schäfer et al. [165] and later extended by Lunkenheimer
and Köhn [166]. The COSMO model falls under the category of dielectric continuum
models. It involves the solute molecule being enclosed in a cavity within a dielectric
continuum of permittivity ε. The shell of the cavity is termed the solvent accessible surface
(SAS). At this interface, there exists an interaction between the charge of the solute parti-
cle and the homogeneous dielectric continuum, which is expressed by the following equation:

4πεσ(r) = (ε− 1)n(r)E−(r) (4.12)

The equation raises the problem of computing the screening charge density, as expressed in
equation 4.12. Here, n(r) denotes the normal vector of the surface at point r, and E−(r)
denotes the electric field inside the cavity at that point. Here, the charge distribution
of the solute molecule and the screening charges constitute E−(r). However, according
to equation 4.12, it is not possible to solve this for cavities with arbitrary shapes [164].
However, it is noteworthy that the equation 4.12 holds the analytical solution for a spheri-
cal and ellipsoidal cavity, as previously demonstrated by Onsager [36], by incorporating
an extension to the electric multipole moments. Nevertheless, this oversimplifies the
problem and is heavily reliant on the choosen cavity size. Furthermore, the method of
simplification is complicated by simultaneous cavity modifications. To address this issue,
Klamt and Schüürmann [164] introduced a non - iterative method for solving equation 4.12
in cavities of arbitrary shape, based on a solution of a Green’s function: the Conductor -
like Screening Model - COSMO.
In this model, the dielectric screening energies are assumed for specific geometries based on
the parameter (ε− 1)/(ε+ x). The permittivity of the screening medium, denoted by ε, is
also taken into account. The range is given be 0 ≤ x ≤ 2. While screening effects in strong
dielectric media correspond well to screening effects of infinitely strong dielectrics such as
conductors, ε =∞, which are much easier to handle, the screening energy of a conductor
of N point charges Qi (in the following expressed as vector Q) at position ri inside a
spherical cavity of radius R can be expressed as follows for the total screening energy of the
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system, where ∆E includes the energy gain of the source charges Q due to the screening as
well as the positive energy due to the interaction of the screening charges on the sphere [164]:

∆E = −1
2QDQ (4.13)

Dij = R

(R4 − 2R2rirj + r2
i r

2
j )+ (4.14)

While equation 4.13 provides a precise solution for conductors, it can be adjusted for many
dielectrics by a small ε - dependent correction factor in form of f(ε) = (ε − 1)/(ε + 1

2).
Similarly, by employing the dielectric operator D, the entire screening energy can be pre-
sented as a quadratic equation along with the inclusion of the charge vector Q, resembling
the Coulomb interaction amongst the charges.

ECoulomb = −1
2QCQ (4.15)

Cij =|| ri − rj ||−+ Cii = 0 (4.16)

This quadratic fit simplifies the computation of a molecule’s dielectric screening energy
within a spherical cavity compared to Onsager’s multipole expansion [36], and marks the
initial step towards formulating the corresponding formula, based on the Green function,
for irregularly shaped cavities [164].
Assuming a conductor at first, charges Qi are enclosed by an irregular surface S. To
determine the screening energy, S is divided into many small segments Sµ aligned to tµ
with constant surface charge density σµ for each segment. Under the assumption that
| Sµ | describes the area, and qµ =| Sµ | σµ describes the charge of each segment µ, then
the following equation 4.17 gives the electrostatic interaction of each charge at point rj
with the charge at Sµ.
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biµ = 1
| Sµ |

∫
Sµ
|| r − ri ||−1 d2r ≈ || tµ − ri ||−1 (4.17)

Where considering the electrostatic interaction between the units of charge at Sµ and Sν ,
it is necessary to assume µ 6= ν, aµν , as expressed by equation 4.18.

aµν = 1
| Sµ || Sν |

∫
Sµ

∫
Sν
|| r − rt ||−1 d2rtd2r ≈ || tµ − tν ||−1 (4.18)

It should be noted that a highly accurate approximation for the diagonal element aµµ is
given by aµµ ≈ 3.8 | Sµ |−

1
2 . From these equations, the total energy of the total system is

given by 4.19 [164].

E(q) = 1
2QCQ+QBq + 1

2qAq (4.19)

Where vectors Q representing the N source charges Qi, q representing the M surface
charges qj, and matrices A derived from aµν , B derived from biµ , and Coulomb matrix C
(cf. equations 4.15, 4.16).

Furthermore, it is necessary to adjust the total energy in accordance with the current
screening charge distribution q∗, which minimises that energy, to ensure that the evalua-
tions of the screening energy in cavities of arbitrarily shaped objects are comparable to
those of a sphere, where the Green function / dielectric operator becomes BA−1B.

∇qE(q) |q∗= BQ+ Aq∗ = 0 with q∗ = −A−1BQ (4.20)

E(σ∗) = 1
2Q(C −BA−1B)Q (4.21)
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∆E = −1
2QBA

−1BQ = −1
2QDQ (4.22)

As of currently, only point charges have been taken into account and therefore an expansion
to incorporate charge distributions resulting from the basis functions has to be made. This
can be achieved through the application of the formula ρκλ(r) = Pκλϕκ(r)ϕλ(r). ϕκ(r) and
ϕλ(r) represent ri, and Qi is defined by matrix element Pκλ. This ultimately results in [164]:

bκλ,µ = 1
| Sµ |

∫
Sµ

∫ ϕκ(r)ϕλ(r)
|| rt − r ||

d3rd2rt ≈
∫ ϕκ(r)ϕλ(r)
|| tµ − r ||

d3r (4.23)

Therefore, the analytical gradient of the dielectric energy regarding the atomic position
Rx can be computed using equation 4.24, based on the total dielectric screening energy
equation 4.22.

∇Rx∆E = −q∗(∇RxB)Q+ 1
2q
∗(∇RxA)q∗ (4.24)

Assuming that each segment Sµ is bound to a single atom, the matrices of B and A in
relation to Rx can be computed based on the subsequent equations, with ∇Rxaµµ ≈ 0 as
the diagonal component [164].

∇Rxbiµ ≈ ∇Rx || tµ − ri ||−1 ≈ tµ − ri
|| tµ − ri ||3

(δix − δµx) (4.25)

∇Rxaµν ≈ ∇Rx || tµ − tν ||−1 ≈ tµ − tν
|| tµ − tν ||3

(δνx − δµx) (4.26)

With δix = 1 or 0 depending on whether point ri belongs to atom x or not, and δµx = 1 or 0
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on whether segment Sν belongs to atom x or not.

Additionally, it should be noted that the form of the equations 4.25 and 4.26 is the
case of point charges and not the case of the charge distribution density, which is intro-
duced by the equation 4.23, and that only the direct geometric dependence has been
considered, leaving aside the indirect geometric dependence, which plays only a minor role
in that case [164].
The following discussion briefly describes the incorporation of COSMO into TURBOMOLE,
following the implementation by Schäfer et al. [165]. The first step in the implementation
is the conductor boundary equation of vanishing total potential, where ΦX denotes the
electrostatic potential vector of the solvent X, while q∗ represents the screening charges
within a conductor of infinite dielectric strength ε.

0 = Φtot = ΦX + Aq∗ (4.27)

Further follows the implementation of the finite value for ε for the screening charges over:

q = f(ε)q∗ with f(ε) = ε− 1
ε+ χ

(4.28)

From the two equations shown above (cf. 4.27, 4.28) then follows the relation to the
screening charges to the solute potential and the charge density of the solute.

Aq = −f(ε)ΦX (4.29)

The calculation of the matrix A is done via a Cholesky factorization instead of an inversion
of the matrix, due to time and memory savings [165]. In order to implement COSMO in
the self - consistency part of Hartree - Fock (HF) or density functional theory (DFT), the
total electrostatic potential of the iteratively updated screening charges is added in the
form of an external potential to the one - electron part, taking into account the polarization
energy, and half of the solute - continuum interaction energy is subtracted in order to
generate the screening charges. In the following, the scheme of a self - consistent field cycle
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This section of the dissertation discusses the calculation methods for dipole moments in
solution used during the research work, which gave the best results in the context of their
determination. Alternative techniques, including Bakhshiev [42], [173] and McRea [41],
[174], were also considered. The methods mentioned in the previous sentence should not
be overlooked. However, their limitations prevent a detailed discussion as their results lack
accuracy and deviate considerably from the comparison values, such as those obtained
through quantum chemical calculations or gas - phase determination. Fundamentally,
all methods for calculating dipole moments in solution are based on the influence of the
polarity of the solvent, represented by the corresponding solvent polarity function ∆Fi,
where i is the notation of the solvent polarity function used, on the Stoke shift of the
absorption and emission spectra. In contrast to Demissie [101], by the calculation methods
of Lippert/Mataga [38], [39] and Bilot/Kawski [43], [135] only the dipole moment in the
excited state µe can be determined, which requires the knowledge of the dipole moment
in the ground state µg. However, the calculation method proposed by Demissie [101] has
some weaknesses that will also be discussed later. Furthermore, it should be noted that the
calculation methods mentioned previously were initially developed for solvatochromism,
but can be easily applied to thermochromism as well due to the factors discussed in 3.6
and the reliance of solvent polarity.

5.1. Ooshika
As Ooshika’s publication [37] is pivotal in establishing dipole moment calculation methods
in solution, specifically those according to Lippert and Mataga [38], [39], and Bilot and
Kawski [43], which are predominantly used in this work (cf. 5.2 and 5.3), as well as forming
the basis for other notable calculation methods like McRea [41] or Bakhshiev [42], it shall
be examined in greater depth below.
The aim of this publication is to establish a calculation theory to determine the absorption
spectra of molecules in a solution using the perturbation theory. The shift can be calculated
as a function of experimentally determinable quantities such as the dielectric constant,
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refractive index, and the absorption wavelength of the solvent. This work assumes a
uniform distribution of solvent molecules and categorizes various effects into distinct
groups [37].
The categorization of these various effects is based on Sheppard’s findings [175] and, from
a theoretical point of view, leads to the following five categories [37]:

1st. Dielectric effects, which from the molecular perspective, take place in
the dipole - dipole interaction between solute molecules and solvent
molecules.

2nd. Specific short - range interactions occuring between dissolved molecules
and solvent molecules, including solvation effects such as hydrogen bonds
or electron transfer.

3rd. Association effects between dissolved molecules, which depend on con-
centration and may be disregarded in highly diluted solutions.

4th. Electrochemical phenomena like alterations in the dissociation degree of
dissolved molecules and the inclusion of electrolytes.

5th. Long - range intermolecular resonance is insignificant for absorption
effects, but it does play a part in quenching effects.

Hola
These five groups are similar to the five term groups described in the later section on the
calculation method according to Lippert and Matage (cf. 5.2 and equation 5.23). However,
they are not identical.
As an introduction, Ooshika [37] indicates that various approaches have been used by
Sheppard [175], Bayliss [176] and Brooker [177] to explain the phenomena, although all of
them had flaws. Thus, the approach proposed by Simpson [178], which is based on the
valence bond method incorporating perturbation theory, is pursued.
To comprehend Ooshika’s suggested methodology, certain assumptions must be made
initially. Therefore, the solute molecule is fixed and a N molecular distribution function is
described by the following equation:

f(1, 2, . . . , N) = f0 + f1 (5.1)

98



5. CALCULATION METHODS 5.1. OOSHIKA

With f0 representing the hypothetical distribution function of the solute molecule with
the dipole moment set to 0, and f1 representing the orientation of solvent molecules at
the dipole of the solute molecule in its ground state. This function persists despite the
solute molecule absorbing light, even when the solvent molecules take a much longer time
to relax their orientation due to absorption processes (cf. figure 3.13).

The electronic wave function equations are formulated for the dissolved molecule by
5.2 and the solvent as a whole by 5.3.

H0ψm = εmψm (5.2)

HΨn = EnΨn

H =
N∑
i=1

Hi −
∑
i

∑
j>i

µiµj
rij3

Θij

Θij = 2 cos θi cos θj − sin θi sin θj cos ϕij

(5.3)

With n representing the quantum number, Hi representing the Hamiltonian operator of the
i - th solvent molecule, µi representing the dipole moment of the operator, rij representing
the distance between the i - th and j - th solvent molecules, and Θij representing the
mutual orientation between µi and µj [37].

It is necessary to introduce the perturbation operator for the interaction between the
solute molecule and the solvent molecules, with the proviso that the distances between
the two components under consideration are of a larger nature, so that the problem under
consideration can be reduced to the perturbation of the total energy of the system by
V and can thus be expressed in terms of the change in the perturbation of the solvent
molecules f . Where ri and Θi denote the distance of mutual orientation between the
solute molecule and the i - th solvent molecule.
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V = −
∑
i

µ0µi
rj3

Θi (5.4)

The electronic wave function of the total system of the first - order can be deduced based
on the following assumptions: the solute molecule is in state m, while the solvent molecules
are in the ground state, labelled g. Furthermore, the distribution of solvent molecules is
contingent upon the dipole moment of the ground state in solution, ϕg, and do not change
by light absorption.

Φmn = ϕmΨn (5.5)

In the following, Ooshika [37] first examines the energy of the first - order perturbation ∆E1

under considaration of the mutual orientation between (m|µ0|m) and (Ψg|µi|Ψg). This
observation indicates a deviation from the Hamiltonian operator, where ∆E1 is averaged
over the molecular distribution. This consideration leads to the previously published result
according to Onsager [36], which can be written as followed, where D is the dielectric
constant and n represents the refractive index. Respectivly the solvent parameters.

(Ψg|µi|Ψg) = (2D + 1)(n2 + 2)
3(2D + n2) µgas = µ (5.6)

From this, the approximation can be derived following Onsager 5.7 or Ooshika 5.8.

~F =
{

2(D − 1)
2D + 1 −

2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1

} ~µ′g
a3

~µ′g ≈ ~µg + 2(D − 1)
2D + 1

2
a3

∑
m 6=g

~µg · (g| ~µ0|m)(g| ~µ0|m)
εm − εg

(5.7)
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〈∆E1〉 = −
{

2(D − 1)
2D + 1 −

2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1

}

{
~µg · ~µm
a3 + 2(D − 1)

2D + 1
2
a6

∑
m′ 6=g

{
~µg(g| ~µ0|m′)

}{
~µm(g| ~µo|m′)

}
ε′m − εg

} (5.8)

Next, the second order perturbation is considered, which according to Ooshika [37] can be
classified into three different interactions. The first, Φmg − Φmn, characterises the average
interaction between the dipole of solute molecule ~µm and the induced dipole of the fixed i
- th solvent molecule, as well as its orientation in the solution in the presence of ~µm field.
Described by:

∆E21 = µm2
∑
n 6=g

∑
ij

(Ψg|µi|Ψn)(Ψg|µj|Ψn)ΘiΘj

(Eg − Eg)r3
i r

3
j

(5.9)

under averaging this energy over f0 it equals to:

〈∆E0
21〉 = −2(n2 − 1)

2n2 + 1
µm2

a3 (5.10)

The second, Φng − Φm′g, can initially be defined as follows:

∆E22 =
∑
m′ 6=m

∑
ij

µ2ΘiΘj

r3
i r

3
j

(m|µ0|m′)2

εm − εm′
(5.11)

under averaging ∆E22 over f0:

∫ µµeffΘ2
i

r6
i

f
(1)
0 (i)dτi with

µeffΘi

r3
i

=
∑
j

µΘj
0

r3
j

(5.12)
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This equation (cf. 5.12) demonstrates, for µeff , that ensuring the i - th molecule’s position
and orientation are fixed permits the remaining molecules to polarise the solute molecule,
provided a distribution other than the i - th is used. However, assuming independence
of µeff from the i - th position and a solvent molecule possessing a point dipole within a
spherical cavity, it can be concluded that the resulting surface charges are solely dependent
on the orientation of the medium in relation to the correlation between solvent molecules.
Therefore, the surface charges can be expressed by the dipole of the external environment.

−2(D − 1)
2D + 1 µ for µeff = µ− 2(D − 1)

2D + 1 µ = 3
2D + 1µ (5.13)

Equation 5.13 demonstrates that the solvent molecules’ polarizability D is accounted for,
but µeff indicates that it constitutes only a portion of the permanent dipole. By employing
µ2

kT
= (2D+1)2(D−n)

3(2D+n2)D d3, the dipole moment of the solvent molecules can be removed, resulting
in the following expression for the second interaction’s energy:

〈∆E0
22〉 = 2(D + 1)(D − n2)

3(2D + n2)D
kT

a3

∑
m′ 6=m

(m|µ0|m′)2

εm − εm′
(5.14)

Therefore, f1 is utilised for averaging as it is a correction term. This ensures 〈∆E1
22〉 is

obtained, representing the interaction energy between the reaction field and the mutual
orientation of the solvent and solute molecules, and the energy of the induced dipoles in
the solute molecules. In addition, the energy of the induced dipole moments of the solvent
molecules is introduced [37].

〈∆E1
22〉 =

{
2(D − 1)
2D + 1

}2 1
a6

∑
m′ 6=m

{ ~µg(m| ~µ0|m′)}2

εm − εm′
(5.15)

The third, Φmg − Φm′n, initially defined as follows:

∆E23 =
∑
m′ 6=m

∑
n6=g

∑
i,j

(m|µ0|m′)×
(Ψg|µi|Ψn)(Ψg|µj|Ψn)ΘiΘj

(εm − εm′ + Eg − En)r3
i r

3
j

(5.16)
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Thus, the assumption is made that the polarizability of the solvent molecule is isotropic,
so that averaging over f1 is not required and only averaging over f0 should be taken into
account. Additionally, it is assumed that the excited states of the solvent are almost
completely degenerate and that the absorption of the solute molecule takes place at much
longer wavelengths than that of the solvent molecule, |Eg − En| � |εm − εm′|, so that the
energy of the third interaction is given by the following equation:

〈∆E23〉 = −2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1

1
a3

∑
m′ 6=m

(m|µ0|m′)2 ×
{

1− εm − εm′
Eg − En

}
(5.17)

Ultimately, the various effects illustrated earlier are analyzed in conjunction to determine
the energy change in the state m, which leads to Ooshika’s equation for absorption [37].

〈∆E〉m =− 2(D − 1)
2D + 1

~µg ~µm
a3 − 2(n2 − 1)

2n2 + 1
µ2
m − ~µg ~µm

a3

+ 2(D − 1)(D − n2)
3(2D + n2)D

kT

a3

∑
m′ 6=m

(m|µ0|m′)2

εm − εm′

+
{

2(D − 1)
2D + 1

}2 1
a6

{ ∑
m′ 6=m

{ ~µg(m| ~µ0|m′)}2

εm − εm′

+ 2
∑
m′ 6=m

{ ~µg(g| ~µ0|m′}{ ~µm(g| ~µ0|m′)}
εg − εm′

}

− 2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1

1
a3

∑
m′ 6=m

(m|µ0|m′)2

×
{

1− εm − εm′
Eg − En

}

(5.18)
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5.2. Lippert and Mataga

The calculation methods of E. Lippert [38] and N. Mataga [39] were developed indepen-
dently, and their combination forms the basis of the Lippert - Mataga plot. Common
to both theories is the endeavour to regard the dissolved molecule and the solvent as a
unified system and elucidate the ensuing interaction. Both refer to the general theory
of the solvent’s impact on the absorption spectrum, as proposed by Y. Ooshika [37] and
others [176], [41].
In his paper, Lippert refers to Ooshika’s equation for absorption 5.18 [37] and applies
it analogously to fluorescence. It is assumed that the solvent completely relaxes before
fluorescence processes occur. The following equation 5.19 is obtained by calculating the
difference between the absorption and fluorescence maximum, where ∆f denotes the
polarity of the solvent.

νA − νF = 2
hc0
·∆f · (µe − µg)2

a3 + Const.+ smaller Terms

∆f =
(
D − 1
2D + 1 −

n2
D − 1

2n2
D + 1

) (5.19)

With νA/F the maximum of the absorption or fluorescence spectra, h the Planck constant,
c0 the speed of light in vacuum, a the Onsager radius, µg/e the dipole moments in the
ground state or in the excited state, D the dielectric constant of the solvent, nD the
refractive index of the solvent at standard conditions.

Following Lippert’s method, the spectral difference νA − νF is plotted against the polarity
of the solvent using ∆f . This gives a linear equation (cf. 5.20) which can be used to
calculate the difference in dipole moments ∆µ between the ground state dipole moment
and the excited state dipole moment, with m representing the slope of the plot. However,
it should be noted that Lippert has already restricted the applicability of the demonstrated
connections to predominantly strongly polar molecules in weakly polar solvents [133].

m = 2 · (µe − µg)2

hc0a3 (5.20)
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Mataga presents an opposing perspective to Lippert’s, highlighting that dipole - dipole
interactions primarily stabilise the individual states of the molecule and solvent, shown
and described in Figure 3.13, during the absorption and fluorescence processes. For this
stabilization, Mataga introduces two terms which are expressed by equation 5.21 for
absorption processes and by equation 5.22 for fluorescence processes [39].

hc∆σa = 〈∆E〉ef − 〈∆E〉ge (5.21)

hc∆σf = 〈∆E〉ee − 〈∆E 〉
g
f (5.22)

Here, the four states (cf. 3.13), and their stabilization, are described using the following
terms: 〈∆E〉ge represents the equilibrium in the ground state, 〈∆E 〉ef represents the Franck
- Condon state of the excited state, 〈∆E〉ee represents the equilibrium in the excited state,
and 〈∆E〉gf represents the Franck - Condon state in the ground state.

Referring to Ooshika’s theory [37], it is demonstrated that the stabilisation energy of
solute molecules in the m - state transfers to the molecules in the excited state. This is
expressed via the stabilisation energy 〈∆E〉m (cf. 5.23) of the solute molecule in the m -
state [39].
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〈∆E〉m =−
{

2(D − 1)
2D + 1 −

2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1

}

×

 ~µe · ~µg
a3 + 2 · (D − 1)

2D + 1
2
a5

∑
m′ 6=e

{ ~µe(e| ~µ0|m′)}{ ~µm(e| ~µ0|m′)}
εm′ − εe



− 1
2 ·

2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1 ·

µ2
m

a3

+ 2(D + 1)(D − n2)
3(2D + n2)D · kT

a3 ×
∑
m′ 6=m

(m| ~µ0|m′)2

εm − εm′

+
{

2(D − 1)
2D + 1

}2

· 1
a3 ×

∑
m′ 6=m

{ ~µe(m| ~µ0|m′)}2

εm − εm′

− 1
2 ·

2(n2 − 1)
2n2 + 1 ·

1
a3 ×

∑
m′ 6=m

(m|µ0|m′)2
{

1− εm − εm′
Eg − En

}

(5.23)

The variables introduced in the equation shown above refer with εm to the electronic
energy of the solute molecule in the m - state, En to the electronic energy of the solvent
molecule in the n - state, ~µm to the dipole moment of the m - state and ~µ0 to the dipole
moment of the solute molecule.

Equation 5.23 can be separated into five distinct terms, with every term considering
a different intermolecular interaction.

1st. Term: Orientation effect between both dipoles

2nd. Term: Interaction between the permanent and induced dipoles

3rd. Term: Polarisation of the solvate

4th. Term: Interaction between reaction field and orientation of the solvate
molecules
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5th. Term: Dispersion forces

Hola
Including the stabilization equations 5.21 as well as 5.22 and the equation 5.23 for the
stabilisation of the m - state, the shifts of the absorption and fluorescence spectra by the
solvent can be expressed by means of hc∆σf and hc∆σa. If both relationships are set to
each other, the total equation 5.24 is obtained from this [39].

hc(∆σf −∆σa) =−
[

2 · (D − 1)
2D + 1 − 2 · (n2 − 1)

2n2 + 1

]
× ( ~µe − ~µg)2

a3

+
{

2 · (D − 1)
2D + 1

}2

· 1
a3

×

3
∑
m6=e

{ ~µe(e| ~µa|m)}2

εe − εm
+ 3

∑
m 6=g

{ ~µg(g| ~µ0|m)}2

εg − εm

−
∑
m 6=g

{ ~µg(g| ~µ0|m)}2

εg − εm
−
∑
m6=e

{ ~µg(e| ~µ0|m)}2

εe − εm

− 2
∑
m6=e

{ ~µe(e| ~µ0|m)}{ ~µg(e| ~µ0|m)}
εg − εm

− 2
∑
m6=g

{ ~µg(g| ~µ0|m)}{ ~µe(g| ~µ0|m)}
εg − εm



(5.24)

Upon closer examination, it becomes apparent that the variables ∆σf and ∆σa can be
substituted with σmf and σma , respectively σmf is defined as the wavelength of the clearest
peak of the fluorescence spectrum and σma is defined as the peak of the absorption with
the longest wavelength. Moreover, a predominant number of terms from equation 5.23
become extremely small, so that they are neglected accordingly [39].

−hc(σmf − σma ) ∼=
[

2 · (D − 1)
2D + 1 − 2 · (n2 − 1)

2n2 + 1

]
· ( ~µe − ~µg)2

a3 + Const. (5.25)
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By considering the equation 5.25 according to Mataga’s approach, it is evident that
the equation 5.19 proposed by Lippert yields the same results. When considering both
equations collectively, the Lippert-Mataga equation 5.26 is obtained.

~vA − ~vE = 2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 ·∆F + Const.

∆F = ε− 1
2ε+ 1 −

1
2 ·
(
n2 − 1
2n2 + 1

) (5.26)

With the measured wavenumber ~νA/E, the permittivity of the vacuum ε0, the permittivity
of the solvent ε, and the refractive index of the solvent n.

5.2.1. Critique of Lippert and Mataga

The Lippert-Mataga method of calculation has been the subject of ongoing criticism
since its publication. This is evident from critical comments in other publications, which
will be examined in more detail below. However, it should be noted that by no means
this list is complete. The primary critique of the Lippert-Mataga method of calculation
is that it inadequately considers the distinctive interactions between the solvent and
the solvate, as well as the polarizability of the solvate. Consequently, the calculated
dipole moments according to Lippert and Mataga are frequently, or consistently, markedly
higher than would be the case when employing alternative calculation methods [102].
Furthermore, the values obtained differ significantly from those obtained through quantum
chemical calculations or in the gas phase. As early as the 1950s, when the Lippert and
Mataga calculation method was first introduced, the first criticism was raised that the
model presented was too simplistic [114]. This included the assumption of a spherical
solvate shell and the reduction of the interaction between solvent and solvate to dipolar
interactions. In the 1960s, the Lippert-Mataga model was expanded in order to address
these shortcomings [42], [44], [136], [179]. However, it was subsequently discovered that
the Lippert-Mataga calculation method was particularly ineffective when applied to highly
polar solvents. The criticism persisted in the 1970s, but it was acknowledged that the
Lippert and Mataga calculation method was likely applicable to simple, weakly polar
molecules in non-polar solvents and, as previously mentioned, ineffective for more complex
systems. These assumptions were further reinforced and confirmed by the advent of
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quantum chemical calculations in the 1980s [180]. In the 1990s, the criticism primarily
focused on the lack of consideration of molecular polarizability in the electronically excited
state [53], [181], [182]. The criticism continued into the 2000s, 2010s and 2020s, yet the
Lippert-Mataga calculation method remains in use, albeit with restrictions, for calculating
excited state dipole moments in the liquid phase, whether according to solvachromism or
thermochromism [5], [183]. The findings of this study corroborate the criticisms levied
against the Lippert-Mataga calculation method (cf. 9).

109



5. CALCULATION METHODS 5.3. BILOT AND KAWSKI

5.3. Bilot and Kawski

The method for calculating according to Bilot and Kawski was established in their 1962
publication. Essentially, this method relies on quantum mechanical perturbation calcula-
tions and the Onsager model for liquid media [36]. This accounts for the shift in absorption
and emission spectra due to the electrostatic contribution of the solvent’s permittivity
and refractive index [43]. The distinction between the calculation method as described
by Lippert and Mataga (cf. 5.2) and the present one is the inclusion of the molecule’s
polarisability in the analysis. The starting point of the theory according to Bilot and
Kawski is the consideration of the mutual electrostatic influence between the solvent and
the dissolved molecule, considering the time duration of the individual processes that
occur, such as the relaxation of the solvent or fluorescence, as already described in previous
chapters (cf. figure 3.13).
Following Bilot and Kawski, the calculation method employs the equilibrium state as the
starting point. The dipole moment, characterized by the matrix element (m|M |m), aligns
parallel with the reaction field of the solvent, described by Em. As per [43], for the total
dipole moment in the ground state, the equation 5.27 is valid by summing up the constant
and induced dipole moment. With (m|α|m) representing the static electron polarizability
of the solute molecule in its ground state.

(m|MG|m) = (m|M |m) + (m|α|m)Em (5.27)

Introducing Onsager’s Reaction Field Theory [36], the electric field acting on the dissolved
molecule changes due to its interaction with the dipole of the dissolved molecule, leading
to the equation 5.28 [43]. Where a3

m represents the cavity volume based on the Onsager
radius am of the solute molecule in its ground state and ε denotes the static dielectric
constant of the solvent.

Em = fm(ε) · (m|MG|m)

fm(ε) = 2
a3
m

ε− 1
2ε+ 1

(5.28)

Thus, introducing the effect of the electric field on the dipole moment of the solution in
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the ground state into the previous equation 5.28 for the total dipole moment gives the
following equation 5.29 for the total dipole moment of the solution in the equilibrium
state.

(m|MG|m) = (m|M |m)
1− (m|a|m)fm(ε) (5.29)

However, it is necessary to partition the reaction field into an orientation and induction
part due to the alteration in the dissolved molecule’s dipole moment during the transition
to the excited state. The induction component of the reaction field, with the presence
of the orientation component, can be achieved through an equation 5.30 based on the
refractive index. This equation was extrapolated to the zero frequency [43]. With Em(ind)

for the induction component.

Em(ind) = fm(n2
0)(m|MG|m)

fm(n2
0) = 2

a3
m

n2
0 − 1

2n2
0 + 1

(5.30)

Concurrently, the orientation component, equation 5.31, of the reaction field can be
reproduced by the difference of equations 5.29 and 5.30. With Em(or) for the orientation
component.

Em(or) = [fm(ε)− fm(n2
0](m|MG|m) (5.31)

From these relations the energy of the induction field in the Franck - Condon state EF
k(ind),

the energy of the induction and orientation field in the ground state Eg(ind)/(or) as well
as the energy of the excited Franck - Condon state EF

e(ind) can be calculated taking into
account the perturbation theory [43]. By determining the corresponding equations for the
absorption as well as the emission shift and transforming them, the following equation
5.32 is obtained for the shift difference.
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hc(∆νa −∆νf ) = (Me −Mg)2
[

f(ε)
1− αf(ε) −

f(n2
0)

1− αf(n2
0)

]

+ (Me −Mg)2 αf(n2
0)

1− αf(n2
0)

[
f(ε)

1− αf(ε) −
f(n2

0)
1− αf(n2

0)

] (5.32)

Where: h is Planck’s constant, c is the speed of light in vacuum, νa/f is the wavelength of
absorption or fluorescence, Mg/e is the dipole moment of the ground or excited state, f(ε)
the function of the dielectric constant of the solvent, f(n2

0) the function of the refractive
index of the solvent, a the Onsager radius of the cavity shell and α the polarisability of
the dissolved molecule.

The two summands of the equation 5.32 each represent the contribution of the Stark effect
to the shift of the absorption and emission spectra, where the first summand represents
the linear Stark effect and the second the quadratic Stark effect. The proportion of the
quadratic Stark effect is negligibly small as compared to the linear Stark effect, which
is evident through the relationship between α

a3 < 1 and [αf(n2
0]

[1−αf(n2
0] << 1. Therefore, the

second term could be excluded, shortening the equation 5.32 to the initial expression of
the Bilot - Kawski plot 5.33 [43].

hc(∆νa −∆νf ) = (Me −Mg)2 1
1− αf(n2

0)

[
f(ε)

1− αf(ε) −
f(n2

0)
1− αf(n2

0)

]
(5.33)

Further research by Bilot [135] and later by Kawski alone [152] resulted in minor adjust-
ments to the equation 5.33, which ultimately led to its current form. Additionally, Bilot
and Kawski devised two separate polarity functions of the solvent, denoted by F and Φ,
which led to the development of the two equations 5.34 and 5.35 [152]. Where const.
represents negligible components, as previously demonstrated by Lippert and Mataga 5.2,
of the equations.
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ν̃A − ν̃F = 2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 · F + const.

F = 2n2 + 1
n2 + 2

(
ε− 1
ε+ 1 −

n2 − 1
n2 + 2

) (5.34)

ν̃A + ν̃F = −2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 · Φ + const.

Φ = F + 3(n4 − 1)
(n2 + 2)2

(5.35)

With the wave numbers of absorption or emission denoted by νA/F , and the dipole moment
of the ground state or excited state represented as µg/e, the dielectric constant as ε0, the
Planck quantum of action as h, the speed of light in vacuum as c, the Onsager radius as a,
the refractive index of the solvent as n, and the permittivity of the solvent as ε.
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5.4. Demissie

Although the research findings obtained through Demissie’s calculation method did not
yield convincing outcomes during this study, the method is still discussed below as it offers
an engaging approach. This method was considered for each molecule examined, and its
dipole moments were determined using it.
In essence, Demissie [101] employed the calculation techniques outlined by Lippert and
Mataga [38], [39], alongside those of Bilot and Kawski [43], as well as the earlier methods
of Bakshiev [42] and McRea [41]. Significant adjustments were made to factor in the
Onsager radius variables. Specifically, the Onsager radius was replaced with the actual
cavity volume when using the calculation methods according to Lippert and Mataga, as
well as Bilot and Kawski, for the purposes of this study.
By utilising the real cavity volume and the potential for autonomous calculation of the
ground state dipole moment as well as the electronically excited dipole moment, where the
calculation by Lippert and Mataga only calculate the difference ∆µ between both states
and the one by Bilot and Kawski only calculate the dipole moment of the electronically
excited state µe, utilising any solvent polarity function, Demissie achieves the subsequent
equations 5.36 [101]:

ν̃A/F = ν̃0
A/F −

2µg/e(µe − µg)
3ε0hc

·∆Fi

F1 = 1
V

[
ε− 1
2ε+ 1 −

1
2

(
n2 − 1
2n2 + 1

)]

F2 = 1
V

[[
ε− 1
ε+ 2 −

n2 − 1
n2 + 2

]
2n2 + 1
n2 + 2 + 3(n4 − 1)

(n2 + 2)2

]
(5.36)

With νA/F representing the wavenumbers for absorption and emission, respectively, µg/e
being the dipole moment of the ground state or excited state, ε0 indicating the dielec-
tric constant, h denoting Planck’s constant, and c representing the speed of light in a
vacuum, V the real cavity volume, n the refractive index of the solvent and ε the per-
mittivity of the solvent and F1 the polarity function of the solvent according to Lippert
and Mataga as well as F2 the polarity function of the solvent according to Bilot and Kawski.

Demissie [101] accomplishes independent calculation of state - dependent dipole mo-
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ments by plotting absorption or emission wavenumbers against the corresponding solvent
polarity function, utilizing equation 5.37, where SA/F corresponds to the respective slope.

SA/F = 2µg/e(µe − µg)
3ε0hc

(5.37)

Consequently, the ratio of the slopes and thus the ratio of the dipole moments can be
calculated from the two individual functions.

SF
SA

=
2·µg ·(µe−µg)

3·ε0·h·c
2·µe·(µe−µg)

3·ε0·h·c

= 2µe(µe − µg)
2µg(µe − µg)

= µe
µg

(5.38)

By converting the equation referenced in 5.38 into the corresponding dipole moment, the
dipole moments can be computed separately as per Demissie’s method [101].

µg = µe ·
SA
SF

=

√√√√ 3ε0hcS2
A

2(SF − SA)

(5.39)
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µe = µg ·
SF
SA

=

√√√√ 3ε0hcS2
F

2(SF − SA)

(5.40)

5.4.1. Critique of Demissie

This distinct approach to calculating the dipole moments of the respective state, inde-
pendent of the knowledge of the contrary dipole moment in the respective state, is an
intriguing methodology. Nevertheless, this approach proves disadvantageous in every
respect, yielding unsatisfactory results when compared with known values for the corre-
spondingly calculated dipole moments or with other calculation methods. In the context
of calculating the dipole moments of all molecules examined in the course of this work, as
well as the molecules previously examined in this working group, for example see [184],
using the method of Demissie, it can be observed that the dipole moment in the ground
state is entirely underestimated according to the calculations of this method. Furthermore,
the calculated dipole moment in the electronically excited state according to the approach
of Demissie is markedly disparate from the corresponding reference values. This leads
to the conclusion that, after considering the results, the calculation method according to
Demissie can, at best, be used to calculate dipole moments in the electronically excited
state, if at all. It should be noted that these conclusions are based on empirical data,
and thus it is possible that the theoretical consideration is justified, but that its practical
application has shown its limitations. One potential explanation for this discrepancy
is the possibility that the influence of the solvent on the ground state of the molecule
under examination is considerably weaker than its impact on the electronically excited
state. Furthermore, the corresponding solvent polarity function from the calculation
methods, where the effect of the solvent is set in relation to the dipole moment of the
ground state and the dipole moment of the electronically excited state, is adopted without
modification. Consequently, the effect of the solvent on the dipole moment in the ground
state is overestimated, resulting in a significant underestimation of the dipole moment
in the ground state. Consequently, the effect of the separate consideration on the dipole
moments in the electronically excited state is comparatively minor, given that these are
predominantly influenced by the solvent effects.
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Absorption spectrometers can be broadly classified into two main categories, distinguished
by the manner in which they are constructed. The two types of construction differ in the
number of beam paths, with a distinction being made between single-beam and double-
beam construction. In the course of this research, a spectrometer with a single-beam
construction was employed. As illustrated in Figure 6.1, this absorption spectrometer is of
a linear construction.

In regard to the light source, it is evident that the specifications for light sources utilized
in spectrometers necessitate a high degree of stability in regard to their capacity for light
generation. The light source should be capable of generating continuous or discrete light
across a broad wavelength range. Moreover, the light spectrum should be readily definable
and exhibit minimal fluctuations in emitted light within the defined wavelength range and
at varying light intensities. In accordance with the aforementioned criteria, gas discharge
lamps filled with xenon or mercury and also deuterium or tungsten lamps are utilised in
the majority of contemporary spectrometers.
The generated light beam is introduced into the optical system via the coupling unit, which
typically comprises mirrors and/or lenses and is thus capable of focusing the light. The
polychromatic light is then directed onto an optical component, namely the monochromator.
Prior to this, the light beam traverses a narrow adjustable slit, which serves to pre-select
the transmitted light spectrum. The optical component is typically a prism or grating. The
monochromator functions to divide the polychromatic light into its constituent spectral
lines, thereby producing monochromatic light. The wavelength range to be transmitted
is selected via a narrow adjustable slit, which defines the portion of the dispersed light
spectrum to get in contact with the sample.
The monochromatic light beams of the specified wavelength range are directed into the
sample chamber subsequent to the slit. The molecules of the sample to be analysed un-
dergo a process of absorption, whereby a certain proportion of the light emitted at specific
wavelengths is absorbed by the sample. Conversely, portions of the monochromatic light
beams that are not absorbed are directed to a detector, where they are calibrated relative
to the reference measurement, which is conducted prior to the sample measurement due to
the single-beam design. During the detection phase, the light intensity of the transmitted
light is measured and converted into an electrical signal, which is then forwarded to the
read-out unit. The light intensity of the individual wavelengths is evaluated during the
spectral analysis within the read-out unit.

As illustrated in Figure 6.2, the configuration of a fluorescence spectrometer is anal-
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a specific wavelength range from the polychromatic light emitted by the light source,
thereby allowing only this wavelength range to pass through to the sample chamber, as in
absorption spectroscopy. In contrast, the detection monochromator performs a scan of the
emitted wavelength range. This indicates that the spectra of the absorption and emission
measurements are highly similar. The distinction is made on the basis of the measured
variable, which in the case of absorption measurements is the transmission and in the
case of emission measurements is the intensity of the emission in relation to the absorbed
wavelength. In fluorescence emission spectroscopy, in contrast, the excitation wavelength,
typically the global maximum of the corresponding absorption spectra, is fixed, while the
detection monochromator scans the specified wavelength range. This is the method by
which the emission pattern of the molecule under investigation is obtained.

6.1.1. Monochromator

The utilisation of polychromatic light sources necessitates the decomposition of polychro-
matic light into monochromatic light. As previously stated, a monochromator is employed
for this purpose, serving to isolate a specific wavelength within the spectrum. A monochro-
mator is an optical component based on the principle of grating theory, specifically surface
reflection by gratings. The gratings, which are grooved metallic surfaces, offer several
advantages over prisms. These include a higher diffraction efficiency, a higher resolution
and easier calibration. The wavelength employed is selected via an adjustable slit, which
is then automatically controlled following the input of the requisite wavelength [80].
As previously stated, diffraction gratings are optical components with a surface that
features a multitude of minute, parallel grooves. The grooves are positioned in such close
proximity to one another that different wavelengths of the incident light are diffracted
under different angles and subsequently spatially separated. The distance between the
grooves is defined as the grating constant. The diffraction of light enables the respective
light waves to interact with one another. This gives rise to two distinct types of interfer-
ence, contingent on the angle of incidence of the light waves. In the case of constructive
interference, the individual light waves are in phase, whereas in the case of destructive
interference, the light waves are not in phase. The following diffraction equation 6.1
describes the relationship between the diffraction angle, wavelength and grating constant:

nλ = d · (sin θi + sin θd) (6.1)
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an n-type semiconductor to a p-type semiconductor results in the formation of a fixed
charge distribution at the respective boundary layer when the two types of semiconductor
come into contact with one another. The i-region is an intrinsic layer that contributes to
the sensitivity of the photodiode. When a photon with a higher energy than the band gap
of the semiconductor material interacts with this region, electron-hole pairs are created.
These can then propagate in different directions, generating an electric current. The
corresponding charges are attracted by the oppositely charged boundary layer. In order to
restore equilibrium, an electron from the n-region is conducted towards the anode, while
an electron from the cathode is conducted into the p-region. This consequently gives rise
to an electric current that is proportional to the number of incident photons [187].

6.2. Measuring Cell

A measuring cell was developed by the working group for the spectrometer mentioned
in the previous section for the purpose of carrying out thermochromic spectroscopic
measurements. This cell was subject to constant further development and optimisation
over time [188], [156], [189]. The fundamental principle is based on a vacuum-sealed steel
chamber with optical apertures at 90◦ (emission measurements) and 180◦ (absorption
measurements) angles, in conjunction with two integrated cooling units. In order to prevent
condensation of humidity at temperatures below 273.15 K at the optical ports and in the
sample-containing cuvette, it is necessary to create a vacuum inside the measuring cell.
The optical ports are constructed from double-glazed quartz glass windows. In addition to
the connection for the oil-slide pump, which is used to generate a vacuum, the cell has an
input and an output connection for an external circuit cooler. This is employed to cool
the internal cooling element, which is comprised of two Peltier devices. Furthermore, the
measuring cell is equipped with an external access point to the sample holder, the cuvette,
thereby facilitating the replacement of samples during operation without breaking the
cooling or vacuum. In order to enhance efficiency, all temperature-controlled constructional
components are situated as distally as possible from the outer shell. In order to achieve
this, the internal structure of the measuring cell is mounted on a PTFE block - (Poly -
Tetra - Fluoro - Ethylen). The cooling liquid of the external cooling circuit is introduced
into a copper block, which, as previously stated, serves to cool the warm side of the
Peltier device. To enhance the efficiency of the external cooling circuit, thin rods are
integrated within the hollow space of the copper block, which generate turbulence and
thereby facilitate more effective heat exchange. A smaller copper block is affixed to the
Peltier devices, along with an extension that serves to enhance the contact surface area
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which exhibits highly stable and linear behaviour over a wide temperature range, typically
between -200 ◦C and 850 ◦C. Given the sensitivity of platinum, a protective sheath
made of thermally conductive material is incorporated into the design of the sensor. The
measuring principle is based on the measurement of the voltage drop as a function of tem-
perature, which is proportional to the temperature in question. The Callendar-Van-Dusen
equation is typically employed to elucidate this relationship, which can be expressed as
follows: R(T ) = R0 · (1 + A · T +B · T 2 + C · (T − 100) · T 3) with R(T ) representing the
resistance at a given temperature T , R0 denotes the resistance at 0 ◦C, which is therefore
100 Ω, and the constants A, B and C are contingent upon the specific platinum wire utilized.

The two Peltier devices installed inside the measuring cell are of a different design and
serve distinct functions. This is due to the fact that the temperature differential ∆T
between the hot and cold sides of the Peltier device establishes the upper temperature limit
for the corresponding Peltier device. It thus follows that the function of one Peltier device
is to facilitate cooling of the hot side of the Peltier device responsible for tempering the
measuring cell. The function of the other device is, therefore, to temper the sample within
the sample holder. The two Peltier devices are distinguished by their respective internal
resistances. The Peltier device responsible for tempering the measuring cell exhibits a low
internal resistance, which results in a considerable temperature differential ∆T between
its hot and cold sides. In contrast, the Peltier device used to temper the hot side of the
other Peltier element has a high internal resistance, which serves to reduce its ∆T while
simultaneously increasing the precision of the temperature to be achieved. This set up
indicates that lower temperatures can be attained with greater precision.

6.2.1. Peltier Device

Peltier devices comprise two distinct semiconductors that are coupled via a metallic
conductor. A schematic representation of a Peltier device is provided in Figure 6.6. The
outer structure is comprised of a thin ceramic outer plate or shell, which serves to provide
shielding for the inner components. The interior comprises multiple semiconductor ele-
ments, assembled in pairs to form small blocks. These blocks consist of N- and P-doped
semiconductor materials. In many instances, these are bismuth tellurides. The flow of
electrical current is enabled via the conductor path, which is a metallic connection between
the individual blocks. In order to provide additional stability to the structure, further
ceramic layers are placed between the semiconductor layers. The structure and composition
of the individual blocks permit the design of Peltier devices without limit [190].
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The laws of the anharmonic oscillator provide the foundation for the measurement principle
utilising a frequency oscillator. In order to fully describe an anharmonic oscillator, it
is sufficient to consider only two parameters: the natural frequency and damping. The
latter helps to reduce the overall complexity of the model. Furthermore, the model of
mass oscillation is also a fundamental component in this determination. The data points
are generated from the recording of the frequency and duration of the vibration. This
relationship allows for the plotting of the oscillation frequency as a function of density,
with a constant sample volume, thus obtaining the oscillation period τ , as demonstrated
in equation 6.4.

τ = 2π ·
√
ρV +m

D
(6.4)

The parameters are defined as follows: In this context, the variable ρ corresponds to the
density of the sample to be analysed, V to the cell volume of the sample chamber and, in
this case, to the volume of the U-tube, m to the mass of the measuring cell, and D to the
field constant. If equation 6.4 is squared, the resulting equation is solved for the density,
with the terms 4π2V

D
substituted by G and 4π2m

D
substituted by H.

ρ = (τ 2 −H)
G

(6.5)

From these relationships, it can be observed that a shift in the natural frequency of
oscillation occurs as a consequence of the specific density of a given sample. Moreover, it
can be theorised that the measuring cell volume will increase as a result of the oscillation
node shift. When all the effects are considered together, it can be seen that the error k in
kg/m3 is of the same order of magnitude as k ≈ 0, 05 · √η. In this context, the term η

represents the viscosity in mPa · s.

ρ = A · τ +B (6.6)

In light of these considerations and the attenuation resulting from the density of the sample,
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the density of the sample can be determined by comparing it with the determination from
a two-point adjustment of samples of known density, which are typically the values of
water and air. This ultimately yields the final equation 6.6 for determining the density,
where the parameters A and B are known from the aforementioned adjustment [195],
[196].

6.4. Measurements of the refractiv index

The following section elucidates the configuration of the refractometer employed to ascer-
tain the refractive indices, as illustrated in Figure 6.10, including the beam path. The
refractometer employed is a multi-wavelength refractometer from Anton Paar, specifically
the Abbemat MW model. It is also important to note that the refractometer employed can
be tempered and is capable of measuring refractive indices at varying wavelengths. The
configuration of the refractometer permits the selection of five distinct wavelengths. The
following wavelengths are available for selection, categorised according to the Fraunhofer
lines: H - F line at 486,1 nm, Ar - Ion line at 513,2 nm, Nd - YAG line at 531,9 nm, Na -
D line at 589,3 nm and He - Ne line at 632,9 nm. The device is capable of functioning
within a temperature range of 10 to 70 degrees Celsius. The temperature is regulated
by two integrated Peltier elements. In accordance with the three measuring principles
of refractive indices outlined in the theoretical section, the refractometer utilized in this
instance employs the principle of total reflection.

In the initial stage, a light source, specifically a white LED, is employed to generate
polychromatic light. A wavelength filter is employed to filter out the desired measuring
wavelength from the polychromatic light, focusing it onto the boundary surface between
the prism, comprising yttrium aluminium garnet, and the sample to be analysed. The
light of the total reflection is then directed onto a detector, in this case a CCD detector,
by means of a further lens and thus detected.

6.4.1. Wavelength Filter

The wavelength filters utilised in the refractometer are of a dichroic design. This design
is based on the principle of reflecting wavelengths that are not desired and allowing
wavelengths that are desired to pass through. The structure and operational principles of
this type of filter are illustrated in Figure 6.11.
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garnet crystal situated within a strong magnetic field. Subsequently, the wave impinging
upon the out-of-plane mirror induces a further rotation of the polarisation vector. This
implies that the two effects mutually cancel each other out for the counter-clockwise mode
and add up for the clockwise mode, which results in a loss of intensity at the optics situated
at the Brewster angle to the laser beam [96], [200].
This results in a broad fluorescence spectrum that must then be reduced to the required
wavelength in the particular case. In order to achieve this, a total of three wavelength-
selecting elements are employed, beginning with the coarsest. This is the birefringent or
double-refracting filter, which is composed of three quartz plates in a ratio of 1:3:15 to
each other. In this process, linearly polarised light is split into two partial beams by the
birefringent quartz crystal, which are referred to as the ordinary beam, perpendicular to
the optical axis of the crystal, and the extraordinary beam, along the optical axis of the
crystal. Given that the two beams have disparate refractive indices, their phase velocity
also differs, which in turn gives rise to a rotation in the polarisation of the incident light
contingent on the wavelength. The orientation of the optical axis determines whether the
polarisation of the outgoing beam is again linearly polarised for some wavelengths, while
other wavelengths experience significant losses during passage through the laser cavity.
The wavelength is selected by the arrangement of the crystal, whereby the use of quartz
plates with thicknesses of 325 µm, 975 µm and 4,55 nm can narrow the transmission range
to less than 2 cm−1 [96], [200], [201].
Subsequently, the second wavelength-selective element is the thin etalon. This is analogous
to a Fabry-Pérot etalon. The structure comprises two parallel, partially transparent mirrors
situated at a fixed distance apart. The reflection between the two mirrors generates a
number of partial waves, the transmission of which through the etalon is contingent upon
their phase alignment. The wavelength is selected by modifying the angle of inclination
[96], [200].
The third and final wavelength-selective element is the thick etalon, which corresponds
to a Fabry-Pérot interferometer. This is constituted by two prisms positioned in parallel
with an air layer situated between them. The transmitted wavelength can be modified
by adjusting the thickness of the air layer, which is accomplished through the use of
piezoelectric motors.
This structure achieves an internal linewidth of 250 kHz, and the addition of matching
mirrors allows for the adjustment of the optical path length of the cavity, thereby enabling
the scanning of a range of one wavenumber. In order to stabilise the set wavelength
of the laser, the light emitted by the dye laser is coupled into a reference cell with a
confocal resonator. During the scanning process, a spectrum comprising an Airy function
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P = ε0χ
(1)E + ε0χ

(2)E2 + ε0χ
(3)E3 + · · · (6.7)

The variables P represent the polarisation of light, E the electric field strength, ε0 the
permittivity of the vacuum, and χ the susceptibility.

In order to adequately describe the frequency doubling, it is sufficient to utilise the
initial two terms of the power series. To achieve this, the variable E = E0 cos(ωt) is
substituted for a monochromatic light wave in equation 6.7, with the assistance of the
function cos2(x) = (1+cos(2x))

2 , which transforms the equation into equation 6.8.

P = ε0χ
(1)E0 cos(ωt) + 1

2ε0χ
(2)E2

0 + 1
2ε0χ

(2)E2
0 cos(2ωt) (6.8)

This transformation implies that the resulting equation comprises a constant term in
addition to terms that depend on the excitation frequency ω and on twice the frequency
2 ω, which demonstrates that each molecule in the medium emits two waves at both
frequencies.
A prerequisite for the generation of a sufficiently high intensity frequency-doubled light is
the attainment of identical phase velocities for both the incident wave and the harmonic
generation. This may be accomplished through the utilisation of a compatible medium,
exemplified by β - barium borate crystals [96], [203], [204], [205].

6.5.4. Determination of the Relative and Absolute Frequency

In order to ascertain the relative and absolute frequency, it is necessary to utilise a portion
of the light emitted by the dye laser, employing a reference etalon for the determination of
the relative frequency. This is necessary because while the desired wavelength of the dye
laser can be precisely adjusted, it is not precise enough to determine the absolute frequency.
The aforementioned reference etalon is analogous in structure to a Fabry-Pérot etalon. The
necessity for the reference etalon is due to the fact that the speed of the adjustment mirror
during the scanning process is not constant, which can result in shifts within the recorded
rotation-resolved spectrum. To address this issue, the transmitted light from the reference
etalon is recorded with an exact distance of 149,9434(54) MHz between the transmission
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Each vacuum chamber within the apparatus has a distinct function, the initial chamber
is employed for the expansion of the sample, the second acts as a buffer, and the final
chamber is utilized for the measurement. The pressure declines in a stepwise manner from
one chamber to the next, while the diameter of the skimmer opening increases from 1 mm
to 3 mm. Furthermore, all vacuum chambers are linked to a pre-vacuum system, which
is powered by three oil rotary vane pumps and a roots pump. In order to generate the
main vacuum, an additional oil diffusion pump is utilised in the initial chamber, with the
subsequent two chambers employing turbomolecular pumps for this purpose. Furthermore,
a liquid nitrogen-cooled spherical cold trap (baffle) is employed in the third vacuum
chamber to achieve a pressure of 10−6 to 10−7 mbar. A quadrupole mass spectrometer,
which is coupled to the oil rotary vane pump and the turbomolecular pump, is installed at
the end of the last vacuum chamber. Its function is to align the molecular beam so that it
can pass through the skimmer with optimal precision [128].

6.6. Preparation of the Preparations
All molecules and solvents were procured from commercial manufacturers and utilized
without additional purification. When preparing the individual solutions, great care was
taken to ensure that the concentrations were maintained within the same range. One batch
from one system, that is to say, from one solvent and one solvate, was prepared at the
outset of each series of measurements. The same batch was then used for each subsequent
sub-measurement, thus ensuring the highest possible degree of similarity between the
samples to be examined and excluding any potential effects of different concentrations.
Furthermore, each batch was analysed with minimal delay. Density measurements and
spectroscopic measurements were conducted concurrently to the greatest extent feasible
to minimise the time the batch was left standing and to minimise changes to the batch
due to the time it was left standing. Furthermore, new bottles of solvent were employed
for each batch to circumvent any hygroscopic effects. The sample containers were always
cleaned in accordance with the same procedure and with the utmost care to ensure that
no residues remained on the containers.
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stability due to the delocalised electrons within the conjugated π - system. The nitrogen
atom of the pyrrole ring endows indole with weak basicity in several reactions. Due to its
aromaticity resulting in high electron density, indole is highly susceptible to electrophilic
substitutions. Additionally, it can undergo nucleophilic substitutions which provide the
opportunity to introduce functional groups to the ring system.

In order to underscore the significance of indole as an ingredient, the following sec-
tions elaborate on its areas of application [219]. In chemical synthesis, indole is widely used
as a starting reagent for numerous complex organic compounds. Indole is found in several
pharmaceutical derivatives, which are utilized for the treatment of mental dysfunctions
or cancer, as stated previously. For instance, the neurotransmitter serotonin, which has
a crucial role in mood regulation, features indole as a structural component [220], [221],
[222]. Furthermore, indole or its derivatives are employed in the food industry for adding
flavour and enhancing taste. The production of perfumes also utilizes indole derivatives
[223], [224], [225]. Notably, indole derivatives are employed in the textile industry as dyes
and pigments, but it should be clarified that these pigments are not solely restricted to
textile use [226], [227], [228]. Indole derivatives are present within the agrochemical sector,
with uses in pesticides and growth regulators. Analytical chemistry also utilises indole
derivatives as indicators or reagents for chemical analysis, due to their capacity to form
coloured complexes [229], [230], [231]. Additionally, these derivatives play a substantial
role in microbiology, where they are used to detect individual bacterial species, as the
production of indole by bacteria can be used as a diagnostic tool [232], [233], [234].

7.1.1. Cyanoindoles

Cyanoindoles C9H6N2 (n - CI) are a class of organic molecules, where the basic building
block is an indole ring, as suggested by the name. The indole ring is a bicyclic aromatic
structure formed by the fusion of a benzene and a pyrrole ring. A cyano group (CN) is
substituted onto this ring system. The ring structure of the indole results in aromaticity,
which stabilises the system and enables the delocalisation of electrons. The structure
of the central ring enables the cyano group to be positioned in seven different locations,
resulting in seven constitutional isomers of the n - cyanoindole. As a result of this struc-
ture, cyanoindoles possess diverse chemical reactivity and serve as key components in the
synthesis of various organic compounds. These compounds are employed in pharmaceutical
products among other applications [235].
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dergo electrophilic aromatic substitution, such as halogenation, nitration, or sulphonation.
Moreover, they can undergo nucleophilic substitution or act as weak bases due to their
acid - base properties and form salts in the presence of strong acids. These properties
resemble the properties of n - CI because they are founded on the shared building unit
of indole. Moreover, the functional group offers the potential for a chemical conversion
that can manifest through oxidation or reduction. Owing to their similarity to biological
molecules, n - MI compounds can interact with biological receptors and enzymes, granting
them significant importance in pharmaceutical research. When present with Lewis bases,
methylindoles initiate complex formation, causing a change in both their behaviour and
reactivity.

Given that the mesomeric effect and inductive effect have already been explained in
the previous section (cf. 7.1.1), the following part will deal with these two effects of the
methyl group.

In comparison to the CN group, the mesomeric effect of the Me group is relatively
weak. It is generally assumed that the mesomeric effect of the methyl group is a +M -
effect. This is because the effect of hyperconjugation happens due to the overlap of the σ
- electrons of the C - H bond with the π - electrons of the aromatic ring. Such overlaps
result in an increase in electron density through delocalisation within the aromatic ring,
specifically at the ortho and para positions in relation to the Me group.

Similar to the mesomeric effect, the inductive effect of the Me group is also an elec-
tron - donating effect, namely the +I - effect. In this case too, the sigma bonds of the
methyl group contribute, as they result in weaker binding of the group’s electrons. Similarly
to the aforementioned +M - effect, this causes a slight rise in the electron density of the
aromatic ring in the ortho and para positions relative to the Me group. This increase in
electron density makes these positions more reactive.

7.1.3. Dicyanobenzene

The fundamental structure of dicyanobenzene C6H4(CN)2 (n,n - DCB) is a benzene ring
that has been substituted with two cyano groups, resulting in three possible constitutional
isomers: 1,2 - DCB (ortho - dicyanobenzene), 1,3 - DCB (meta - dicyanobenzene) and
1,4 - DCB (para - dicyanobenzene). Dicyanobenzene is employed in a multitude of fields
due to its two cyano groups and distinctive electronic properties. For instance, DCBs
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aromatic ring via the σ bonds. The inductive effect is additive due to the presence of
two cyano groups in DCBs. However, it is essential to consider the relative positioning
of the two cyano groups in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of the observed
behaviour. With regard to the electron-withdrawing effect of the cyano groups, this
indicates that the inductive effect is more cooperative in nature when the substituents are
in the ortho and meta positions and more competitive in nature when they are in the para
position. Nevertheless, this results in a significant reduction in electron density within
the benzene ring. This effect results in a reduction in the affinity for an electrophilic
aromatic substitution, thereby increasing the affinity for a nucleophilic attack on the
electron-deficient aromatic ring.

If the corresponding DCB, or its substituents, are considered in terms of the mesomeric
effect, the initial situation is identical to that which is observed when the inductive effect
is considered. The two cyano groups result in an -M - effect, which also has electron-
withdrawing properties and, due to the presence of two cyano groups, has an additive
effect akin to the -I - effect. The -M - effect is exemplified by the potential formation of
mesomeric resonance structures, wherein a double bond is removed from the aromatic
ring. This has a particular impact on the reduction of electron density in the ortho and
para positions relative to the cyano group. The -M - effect enhances the stability of the
intermediates in the event of a nucleophilic attack, thereby increasing the affinity for this
type of attack.

In conclusion, it can be stated that both effects work in conjunction to significantly
reduce the electron density within the aromatic ring. This ultimately results in an increase
in reactivity with regard to nucleophilic aromatic substitutions and a decrease in reactivity
with regard to electrophilic aromatic substitutions. The position of the substituents in
relation to each other is also of consequence due to the two equally decisive substituents.
An examination of the constitutional isomers of DCB in terms of dipole moments reveals
that, in the case of 1,2-DCB and 1,3-DCB, the presence of a dipole moment is not precluded.
Conversely, 1,4-DCB should, in theory, exhibit no dipole moment due to its symmetry.
However, this assertion is not entirely accurate, as demonstrated by Exner and Mach [236].
It was demonstrated that 1,4-DCB exhibits a modest dipole moment of approximately
0,45 D when evaluated in solution. This phenomenon can be attributed to anomalous
solvent effects, such as donor-acceptor complex formation 3.4.3. These findings reiterate
the challenges inherent in measuring dipole moments in solution.
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of this research project. The temperature range encompassed for the measurement of
thermochromic shifts is sufficiently extensive in view of the capabilities of the available
measuring setups and the solubility of all the molecules to be examined in the ethyl acetate
employed. Moreover, the investigation of the solvent parameters with regard to ethyl
acetate does not present any significant challenges. Moreover, previous publications, in
particular [156], have demonstrated the efficacy of ethyl acetate in similar contexts.
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8.1. Abstract
The excited state dipole moments of two positional isomers of dicyanobenzene have been
determined from thermochromic shifts of the absorption and fluorescence emission spectra
in ethyl acetate solution and compared to the results of ab initio calculations. It is shown
that the dipole moments of the two cyano groups add up vectorially for both the ground
and excited states.

8.2. Introduction
The concept of dipole moments as measure of charge density distributions in molecules has
been successfully used in chemistry for over 100 years [144], [30]. One key to this success
story is that dipole moments in electronic ground states follow the laws for summation
of vectors, which are directed along individual chemical bonds. This enables intuitive
assessment of molecular dipoles from increment rules. While this procedure has entered
basic chemistry textbooks [19], [246] and works well in numerous cases, the situation for
electronically excited states is far more complex. Dipole moments in electronically excited
states provide a good hint to the electronic nature of the excited state. The excited states
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of aromatic molecules can be classified, using the nomenclature of Platt as La, Lb, Ba and
Bb states, depending on the position of the wave functions’ nodal planes. The lowest two
excited singlet states, La and Lb are degenerate in benzene, their degeneracy is lifted upon
substitution. Depending on the substituent(s) and their relative position, they can be
energetically close, making a straightforward assignment difficult. However, since their
excited state dipole moments differ considerably, these can be used for an unequivocal
assignments of the states.
Recently, several aromatic species bearing cyano groups, have been detected via radio
astronomy in the interstellar medium, among them aromatics as benzonitrile (BN) [247],
1,2-dicyanobenzene, 1,3-dicyanobenzene [248] and 1- and 2-cyanonaphthalene [249].
Electronic Stark spectroscopy of benzonitrile (BN), performed in the group of Pratt yielded
the dipole moments in the ground and first excited singlet state [250]. Since their ground
state dipole moment differs considerably from a value of 4.14(5) D, which was determined
by microwave Stark spectroscopy [251], Wohlfart et al. used Fourier transform microwave
spectroscopy in a supersonic jet, to determine the dipole moment of benzonitrile precisely.
They found a value of µa = 4.5152(68) D, in good agreement with the value determined by
Borst et al. of 4.48(1), which settled the dispute about the dipole moment of benzonitrile.
Sato-Toshima et al. determined the ground state dipole moments of 1,2-dicyanobenzene
(12-DCB) and 1,3-dicyanobenzene (13-DCB) in benzene and dioxan solutions using the
method of Guggenheim [252]. Chitarra et al. measured the rotational spectra of 12-DCB
and 13-DCB in the centimeter- and millimeter-wave domains and determined their ground
state rotational constants, the quartic and sextic centrifugal constants and the nuclear
quadrupole coupling constants [248].
In the present contribution we will show, how the dipole moments of the cyano groups
sum up vectorially in the two dicyanobenzenes for both the ground and the electronically
excited states. Since both molecules have C2v symmetry in both states, the direction of
the dipole moment does not change upon excitation, just the modulus, which makes them
ideal candidates for the thermochromic determination of their excited state dipoles.

8.3. Computational Methods

8.3.1. Quantum chemical calculations

Structure optimizations were performed with Turbomole, version 7.5.1 [253] employing
a Dunning’s correlation-consistent polarized valence triple zeta (cc-pVTZ) basis set from
the Turbomole library [158], [254]. The equilibrium geometries of the electronic ground
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and the lowest excited singlet states were optimized using the approximate coupled
cluster singles and doubles model (CC2) employing the resolution-of-the-identity (RI)
approximation [170], [160], [161]. For the structure optimizations spin-component scaling
(SCS) modifications to CC2 were taken into account [162]. Additionally, ground state
properties have been calculated at the RI-MP2 level of theory [255] for the isolated
molecules and compared to those from the Conductor-like Screening Model (COSMO)
[164]. Similarly, for the excited states gas phase values from the ADC(2) method [256] are
compared to the respective solvation values from COSMO. Vibrational frequencies and
zero-point corrections to the adiabatic excitation energies were obtained from numerical
second derivatives using the NumForce script [163].

8.4. Experimental Methods

The cavity volumes of the cyanoindoles and benzonitrile, dissolved in ethyl acetate were
determined using a high-precision density meter from Anton Paar (model: DMA 4500).
For this purpose, a concentration series was prepared and measured in a temperature range
from 265.15 to 343.15 K with an increment of 2 K. The spectroscopic measurements were
carried out in a self-constructed cell using two spectrometers from Varian. A Varian Cary
50 Scan UV-Visible was used for absorption measurements and a Cary Eclipse Fluorescence
for emission measurements. The measurements were performed between 225.15 K and
343.15 K with an increment of 2 K. For the determination of the refractive indices of the
solvent, a refractometer from Anton Paar (model: Abbemat MW) was used, whereby
measurements were made on a temperature scale from 283.15 K to 343.15 K with an
increment of 1 K. At each temperature refractive indices were determined at 5 different
wavelengths. The permittivity of the solvent was determined using a Keysight E4990A
Impedance Analyzer in combination with the capacitor of a Keysight 16452A Test Fixture.

8.5. Results and Discussion

8.5.1. Computational Results

The structures of BN, 12-DCB, and 13-DCB in the ground and the lowest two excited
singlet states have been optimized at the SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ level of theory, using the
Turbomole program suite [253]. The ground state geometries are shown in Figure 8.1.
All Cartesian coordinates of the optimized structures are given in the online supporting
material. The calculated rotational constants and inertial defects of the lowest two singlet
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states and dipole moment components on the main inertial axes for each molecule are
presented in Table 8.1. The calculated inertial defects in the ground state of the three
molecules are small and numerical artefacts of a planar structure. All three molecules
possess C2v-symmetry in the electronic ground state, with the C2-axis being the inertial a-
axis for BN and 12-DCB and the b-axis for 13-DCB. The dipole moments are consequently
oriented along the a-axis for BN and 12-DCB and along the b-axis for 13-DCB, cf. Figure
8.1. The symmetry is preserved in the excited state, thus the orientation of the permanent
dipole moment stays like in the ground state and only the modulus changes upon electronic
excitation.
In order to compute dipole moments in solution, the conductor-like screening model
(COSMO) [164] was used. Since COSMO for RI-CC2 calculations of the excited states is
not implemented, we switched the dipole moment computations to (RI-)ADC(2) for the
excited states and to (RI-)MP2 for the ground state. At first, we compared the dipole
moments from the respective CC2 calculations to those from MP2 (S0) and ADC(2) (S1

and S2). This comparison is shown in Table 8.3. Very close agreement shows, that the
values from ADC(2) can indeed be used for the excited states in the COSMO model.

Figure 8.1.: SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ optimized ground state geometries of benzonitrile, 12-
DCB, and 13-DCB along with inertial axes a and b, the permanent dipole
moment vector (red straight arrow), the transition dipole moment to the
S1-state (blue dotted double arrow), and the TDM to the S2-state (green
dotted double arrow).
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Table 8.1.: SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ calculated rotational constants A, B, C and inertial defects
in the ground state (doubly primed values) and the excited state (primed
values) of BN, 12-DCB, and 13-DCB. The inertial defect ∆I is defined as:
∆I = Ic − Ib − Ia, where the Ig are the moments of inertia with respect to
the main inertial axes g = a, b, c.

BN 12-DCB 13-DCB
calc. exp.[250] calc. exp.[248] calc. exp.[248]

A′′/MHz 5656 5656.7(1) 2004 2000.710452(98) 2705 2723.018609(46)
B′′/MHz 1535 1547.4(1) 1335 1346.325041(27) 899 906.419893(21)
C ′′/MHz 1208 1214.8(1) 801 804.503123(25) 675 679.859840(15)
∆I ′′ / amuÅ2 0.00 0.07(5) 0.00 0.211(1) 0.00 0.207(1)
µ′′a/D
µ′′b/D
µ′′c/D
A′/MHz 5470 5474.7(1) 1937 - 2633 -
B′/MHz 1495 1510.2(1) 1310 - 886 -
C ′/MHz 1174 1183.9(1) 781 - 663 -
∆I ′ / amuÅ2 0.00 0.08(6) 0.00 - 0.00 -
µ′a/D
µ′b/D
µ′c/D
∆A′/MHz -186 -182.0(1) -68 - -72 -
∆B′/MHz -40 -37.2(1) -25 - -13 -
∆C ′/MHz -34 -30.9(1) -20 - -12 -

Table 8.2.: Adiabatic excitation energies ν̃ad., vertical excitation energies ν̃exc.vert., vertical
emission energies ν̃em.vert., and transition dipole moment orientation θ of the
lowest two excited singlet states of BN, 12-DCB, and 13-DCB. θ is defined as
the angle between the TDM and the inertial a-axis.

BN 12-DCB 13-DCB
S1 S2 S1 S2 S1 S2

ν̃ad./cm−1 37162 43347 35835 42798 35958 44142
ν̃exc.vert./cm−1 40802 49166 38982 46081 39272 47640
ν̃em.vert./cm−1 36755 43912 35228 34307 35464 36029
θ/◦ 90 0 0 90 90 0
LUMO ← HOMO ´- 0.95 - 0.94 - 0.97
LUMO ← HOMO-1 0.75 - 0.75 - 0.72 -
LUMO+1 ← HOMO 0.63 - -0.62 - 0.65 -
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Figure 8.2.: Frontier orbitals of BN, 12-DCB, and 13-DCB. Orientation as in Figure 8.1.

Adiabatic excitation energies and transition dipole moment orientation of the lowest two
excited states of BN, 12-DCB, and 13-DCB have been calculated, including zero-point-
energy correction at the level of optimization. These results are presented in Table 8.2
along with the vertical absorption and emission energies to and from the respective states.
In all cases, the S1-state, which is of ππ∗ nature, is the Lb state (1B2) in Platt’s notation
[257], while the S2-state can be described as La-state (1A1). The respective frontier orbitals
are shown in Figure 8.2. For BN, the transition dipole moment (TDM) of the S1-state
is oriented along the inertial b-axis, as has been confirmed experimentally and thus runs
through the bonds, while that of the S2-state is oriented along the inertial a-axis and runs
through the atoms in agreement with Platt’s La-Lb notation. The S1 TDM of 12-DCB is
oriented along the a-axis and runs though the bonds (Lb), while that of the S2-state is
parallel to the b-axis and runs through the atoms (La). For 13-DCB the S1-TDM is again
along the a-axis, running through the bonds and the S1-TDM along b, running through
the atoms. Mind the fact, that the molecules in Figure 8.1 are oriented in such a way, that
the C2-symmetry axis and the permanent dipole moment vector are pointing upwards,
which causes the inertial axes a and b to switch in 13-DCB compared to BN and 12-DCB.
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8.5.2. Experimental Results

First, the cavity volume of 12-DCB and 13-DCB in EA, which is used to replace the
Onsager radius [101], [184] has been determined from the relation between the weight
fraction w and the molar cavity volume Vm:

1
ρ

= 1
ρ∗

+
(
Vm
M
− 1
ρ∗

)
· w (8.1)

where ρ is the density of the solution, ρ∗ is the density of the solvent, Vm is the molar
cavity volume, and M is the molar mass of the solute.

Figure 8.3.: Dependence of the cavity volume of 12-DCB (a) and 1,3-DCB (b) in EA
from the temperature of the solution.

According to equation (8.1) the molar cavity volume can be calculated from the slope of a
linear fit of the plot of the inverse density 1

ρ
versus the weight fraction w. This procedure

was repeated for all temperatures, which are used for the thermochromic shifts, cf. Figure
8.3.
The absorption and fluorescence maxima shift upon changing the solvent index of refraction
and permittivity, what can be introduced by a variation of the solvent (solvatochromic
shifts). Since both index of refraction and permittivity are functions of the temperature
this shift can also be induced by a temperature variation (thermochromic shifts).
The shift of the fluorescence and absorption spectra of 12-DCB (a) and 13-DCB (b) with
varying temperature is shown in Figure 8.4.
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Figure 8.4.: Shift of the fluorescence and absorption spectra of 12-DCB (a) and 13-DCB
(b) with varying temperature.

Lippert and Mataga derived an equation for evaluating the change of the dipole moment
from solvatochromic shifts in different solutions:

ν̃A − ν̃F = −2(µe − µg)2

4πε0hca3 · FLM + const. (8.2)

where ν̃A and ν̃F are the wavenumbers of the maxima in absorption and fluorescence
spectra, µg and µe are the ground and excited state dipole moment ε0 is the vacuum
permittivity, h the Planck constant, c the speed of light, a the Onsager cavity radius, and
FLM the solvent polarity function according to Lippert and Mataga[133], [39]:

FLM = ε− 1
2ε+ 1 −

n2 − 1
2n2 + 1 (8.3)

Using the experimentally determined cavity volume instead of the Onsager radius of the
cavity, equation 8.2 becomes:

ν̃A(T )− ν̃F (T ) = −2 (µe − µg)2

3ε0hc
· FLM(T ) + const. (8.4)
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FLM(T ) = 1
V (T ) ·

[
ε(T )− 1
2ε(T ) + 1 −

n(T )2 − 1
2n(T )2 + 1

]
(8.5)

The plot of ν̃A(T )− ν̃F (T ) (equation 8.4) versus FLM (8.5) yields the change of the dipole
moment upon electronic excitation from the slope mLM .

Figure 8.5.: Plot of ν̃A(T )− ν̃F (T ) versus FLM for solutions of 12-DCB (a) and 13-DCB
(b) in EA.

The second approach we will use here, has been introduced by Bilot and Kawski [43].
According to Bilot - Kawski a plot of the sum of fluorescence and absorption maxima vs.
the solvent polarity function yield the excited state dipole moment, given that the ground
state dipole is known:

ν̃A(T ) + ν̃F (T ) = −
2
(
µ2
e − µ2

g

)
3ε0hc

· FBK(T ) + const. (8.6)

FBK(T ) = 1
V (T ) ·

[
2n(T )2 + 1
n(T )2 + 2 ·

(
ε(T )− 1
ε(T ) + 1 −

n(T )2 − 1
n(T )2 + 2

)
+ 3 (n(T )4 − 1)

(n(T )2 + 2)2

]
(8.7)
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Figure 8.6.: Plot of (ν̃A + ν̃F ) versus FBK(T ) for solutions of 12-DCB (a) and 13-DCB
(b) in EA.

Table 8.3 summarizes the ground and excited state dipole moments of 12-DCB and 13-
DCB from the LM and BK treatment, described above and compares it to the results of
SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ ab initio calculations and to independent experimental determinations
of the ground state dipole from microwave Stark spectra [252]. Additionally, the dipole
moment of BN has been determined using the above procedure and is compared for the
ground and the excited state to the results of electronic Stark spectroscopy from the group
of Pratt [250].

Table 8.3.: Dipole moments in Debye obtained from the method of Lippert-Mataga and
of Bilot-Kawski compared to those from SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ calculations for
the ground (S0) and lowest excited singlet states (S1, S2), and to independent
determinations from evaluation of MW Stark [252] and UV Stark spectra
[250].

BN 12-DCB 13-DCB
S0 S1 S2 S0 S1 S2 S0 S1 S2

SCS-CC2 4.43 4.52 4.93 6.95 6.88 7.27 4.18 4.11 4.04
MP2 4.43 - - 6.98 - - 4.18 - -
ADC(2) - 4.52 5.02 - 6.90 7.29 - 4.11 4.14
MP2
(COSMO) 5.45 - - 10.04 - - 5.87 - -
ADC(2)
(COSMO) - 5.50 5.42 - 8.88 8.63 - 5.27 4.94

Exp.(MW) 4.48[250] 4.57[250] - 6.82[252] - - 3.99[252] - -
Exp.(LM) - 6.8(8) - - 11.0(1) - - 8.5(2) -
Exp.(BK) - 4.42[154] - - 6.88(1) - - 4.33(3) -
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8.6. Discussion

Prior to the discussion of the experimental results and their comparison to the theoretical
calculations we have to express a caveat about solvation effects on excited state dipole
moments from thermo- or solvatochromic shifts. At first sight it seems plausible to compare
gas phase dipole moments from Stark spectroscopy with those from ab initio calculations of
the isolated species and dipole moments from solvatochromic shifts to ab initio calculations
which contain solvation effects like the Conductor-like Screening Model (COSMO) or the
Polarizable Continuum Model (PCM). This however, is not correct, since the solvent
polarity functions defined by Lippert - Mataga, Bilot - Kawski, McRae, Bakhshiev, and
Chamma – Viallet, to name only the most popular, establish a correlation between the
solvent shifts of fluorescence or absorption transitions and the dipole moment of the
unpolarized molecule. Hence, the so determined dipole moments will resemble more the
results from ab initio calculations of the isolated species than of that of solvation models,
which return the values of the polarized molecule.
Since COSMO is not available for CC2 wave functions, we first assessed the ground state
dipole moments of he isolated molecules by MP2 and the excited states dipoles by ADC(2)
and compared them to the respective CC2 values, cf. Table 8.3. All calculations have
been performed using Dunning’s triple-ζ cc-pVTZ basis set. The close agreement of the
dipole moments (as well as rotational constants and excitation energies, etc.) shows that
the level of theory is adequate for a calculations of the molecular parameters.
As has been shown previously, the results for excited state dipole moments from application
of the original Lippert - Mataga theory are inferior to those from the modified Bilot - Kawski
ansatz [184]. For 1,2-DCB, using BK, we find a value of 6.88 D in the S1 state, in perfect
agreement with the SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ and the ADC(2)/cc-pVTZ calculated values, while
the respective ADC(2) COSMO value for EA as solvent is by 2 Debye too large, cf. Table
8.3. The value from a evaluation using LM theory is 11.0 D, far from what can be expected.

For 1,3-DCB, BK theory yields 4.33 D in good agreement with the SCS-CC2 and ADC(2)
values of the isolated molecule of 4.11 D), while again the LM value of 8.5 D is about a
factor of two too high. As for 1,2-DCB, the ADC(2) COSMO value is considerably too
high (5.27 D).
The additivity of bond dipole moments has made the concept of the dipole moment so
successful in chemistry. Textbook examples are the isomeric dichloro- and difluorobenzenes
in which vector addition allows for a semi-quantitative assessment of the molecular dipole
moments form the dipole of the monosubstituted chloro- and fluorobenzenes [19], [246].
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However, for the excited state of cis- and trans-3-aminophenol the additivity rule has been
shown to yield unsatisfactory results [258].
BN has a ground state dipole moment of 4.48 D [250]. The C-N groups in 1,2-dicyanobenzene
form an angle α of 61.4◦ [259]. Vectorial addition yields a dipole moment of µ12 =
2cos(α/2) ·µ = 7.70 Debye. However, the experimental value is 6.82 Debye [252] (SCS-CC2
calculated: 6.95 D), deviating by 13% from the value obtained by vector addition.
For 1,3-DCB (α=120◦) one obtains from vectorial addition a value µ13 = 4.48 D, which
differs from the experimental value of 3.99 D [252] by 11%. Deviations from vector addi-
tivity in the electronic ground state can be attributed to inductive effects on neighboring
bonds, which is larger for the neighboring CN groups in 1,2-DCB.
For the excited state of 1,2-DCB, the dipole moment from applying BK theory is 6.88
D (SCS-CC2 calculated: 6.88 D), vector addition using the BN excited state dipole of
4.57 D from ref. [250] yields a value of 7.86 D, which means a deviation of 14% from
the experiment. For 1,3-DCB we obtain 4.33 D from BK theory and 4.57 D from dipole
addition (6% deviation).

8.7. Conclusion

The excited state dipole moments which are obtained from solvatochromic or thermochromic
shifts have to be compared to the values of the isolated molecule. These might be from
Stark experiments in the gas phase or in molecular beams or alternatively from ab initio
calculations. The reason is that solvent shifts of fluorescence or absorption transitions are
correlated to the dipole moment of the unpolarized molecule. Keeping this in mind, good
agreement is obtained between the calculated and experimentally determined excted state
dipole moments.
We were able to show that the deviations of the experimentally determined dipole moments
for 1,2-DCB and 1,3-DCB from the results of an vector addition in the excited state are
similar and in the order of what was found for the electronic ground state. The ground
state deviations are similar to those for the textbook example dichlorobenzene. Thus, it is
not generally impossible to deduce excited state dipole moments from vector addition of
individual dipoles. This is, however, only true for compounds, which have two identical
substituents and not for differing substituents like in 3-aminophenol (3AP) [258]. The
reduced symmetry in 3-AP leads to a considerable amount of state mixing between the
La- and Lb-states, which is not present in DCB.
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9.1. Abstract

The dipole moments of six positional isomers of n-cyanoindole in their lowest electronically
excited singlet states have been determined from thermochromic shifts of the absorption
and emission spectra in solution and are compared to the results of dipole moment
determination from rotationally resolved electronic Stark spectra in the gas phase and to
ab initio calculations. A good agreement with the theory can be obtained for the solvent
polarity function of Bilot and Kawski, while the by far more popular and widely used
solvent polarity function of Lippert and Mataga completely fails to describe the changes
of dipole moment upon electronic excitation.
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9.2. Introduction

Dipole moments are among the most important physical parameters of molecules. They
relate with the state of aggregation of substances and strongly affect solubilities and
reactivities. Whereas the dipole moment of the molecular ground state is easily accessible
through measurement of the permittivity, the determination of the dipole of short-lived
species, like molecules in their excited states, or photochemical transients is far more
challenging [6]. Knowledge of the change of modulus and orientation of molecular dipole
moments following an electronic excitation of fluorophores is crucial for the characterization
of the respective excited states. Furthermore, this knowledge is important for improving
the performance of organic light emitting diodes (OLEDS) [260], [261]. Here, the charge
transfer state of thermally activated delayed fluorescent (TADF) emitters are stabilized by
the interaction of the excited state dipole moment of the TADF emitter and the ground
state dipole of the host. Large dipole moments of the host are capable of lowering the
energy of the lowest excited singlet state, thus reducing the gap to the lowest triplet state
[262]. Engineering the host and TADF dipole moments can enhance delayed fluorescence
quantum yields of the TADF emitters, which increases the external quantum efficiency of
these devices.

The abstraction of charge distribution in molecules as electric dipole moment, is one
of the basic concepts in chemistry, since it was originally introduced by Max Reinganum
in 1903 [30] and later, independently by Peter Debye in 1905 [32]. An appealing aspect of
this concept, is the idea of bond dipoles, which can be added up in a vectoral manner in
order to result in a microscopically interpretable picture of the origin of molecular dipole
moments [263], [264]. Although, Bader had shown that it is wrong to assume that any
bond moment would point along the line joining the atoms which are connected by the
chemical bond [265], the concept is still sufficiently accurate for non-vibrating molecules in
their electronic ground states. For electronically excited states, however, neither magnitude
nor direction of the dipole moment can be deduced from simple vector addition of bond
dipole moments [258], [6].
Due to its inherent accuracy, gas phase electronic Stark spectroscopy became the gold
standard for the determination of molecular dipole moments in electronically excited states
[266], [267], [268], [269], [270]. In the time-domain, electric field induced quantum beats in
the exponential decay after pulsed laser excitation can be used for determination of dipole
moments in the excited state [271], [272]. However, despite their accuracy, methods for
determining the dipole moments in excited states in the gas phase are limited to molecules
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with sufficiently large vapor pressure in order to transfer them to the gas phase. The
most severe obstacle is that many molecules are thermally labile, and cannot be vaporized
without decomposition. Until now, this problem remains unresolved, since the inherently
large spectral resolution, which is needed to resolve the rovibronic lines in the electric field,
requires continuous laser beams, and thus prohibits the use of pulsed laser desorption
techniques, mainly due to the small duty cycle. Apart from this restriction, the resolution,
which is needed to resolve even the zerofield electronic spectra of large molecules, comes to
a limit for molecules with rotational constants on the order of a few MHz [6]. Therefore,
solution based spectroscopic techniques, with randomly oriented molecules have found
widespread applications. Electro-absorption spectroscopy has been pioneered in the 60s of
the 20th century by Ramsay and Liptay [273]. It is applicable for various electronic states,
even if their absorption spectra are overlapping. The group of Fessenden pioneered excited
state dipole moments from time-resolved changes in photoinduced microwave dielectric
absorption [274]. A very popular method for the determination of excited state dipole
moments is based upon the solvatochromic shift of absorption and emission spectra through
the so-called Lippert-Mataga (LM) equation [133], [39], [275], [276]. The derivation of
the LM equation is based on Onsager’s reaction field theory [36], which assumes that the
fluorophore is represented by a point dipole, located in the centre of a spherical cavity. The
radius of the cavity, formed by the homogeneous and isotropic solvent with the permittivity
ε is called the Onsager radius.
However, the use of solvatochromic shifts has some shortcomings with regard to the exact
determination of dipole moments [277], [278], [154]. Most severely, variation of the solvent
does not only change the permittivity ε and refractive index n, but also influences other
parameters that influence the shift within the spectra, such as the affinity to form hydrogen
bonds. In order to overcome the problems connected with the use of different solvents, the
thermochromic method has been introduced, which utilizes the temperature dependence of
permittivity and refractive index [151], [149]. Our research group has started investigations
of molecules, which can be studied simultaneously by electronic Stark spectroscopy in
the gas phase and by thermochromic spectroscopy in solution [184], [156], [279], [280].
This way we seek a better understanding of basic concepts of thermochromism and an
improvement of excited state dipole moment determination.
Dipole moments in electronically excited states are important indicators for the nature of
the excited states. For example, the lowest two excited singlet states with ππ∗-character
of indole and substituted indoles are commonly labelled by La and Lb, following the
nomenclature of Weber [281], which is an extension of the original Platt nomenclature
for cata-condensed hydrocarbons [257]. These states can be distinguished on the basis of
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their considerable different dipole moments.
Tryptophan is widely used as an (intrinsic) fluorescence sensor, since as natural amino
acid, it introduces only small changes in its protein environment. However, there are
several draw-backs, which motivated the search for similar fluorophores. One of the
draw-backs is the complex decay kinetics, and the spectral overlap with other natural
chromophores [5], another the small dependence of the spectrum and the quantum yield
(QY) to the surrounding [282]. Many attempts concentrated on the different isomeric
cyanotryptophans, which have favourable fluorescence properties [283], [284], [285], [286],
[287].
In order to understand the basic photophysical properties, Hilaire et al. studied the solvent
dependence of fluorescence life times and QYs of six isomeric cyanoindoles (CI) [282]. A
thorough theoretical study of solvent effects on CI fluorescent probes was presented by
Abou-Hatab and Matsika [288]. In our group, the excited state structures, dipole moments,
and fluorescence life times of isolated 2-CI [132], 3-CI [129], 4-CI [130], [289], and 5-CI [290],
[291] were studied in cold molecular beams by means of rotationally resolved electronic
Stark spectroscopy and Franck-Condon analyses. Binary water clusters of 2-CI [292], 3-CI
[293], [294], 5-CI [295] have been investigated under cold molecular beam conditions.

Figure 9.1.: The six different constitutional isomers of n-cyanoindole, n = 2-7.

In the present contribution a detailed analysis of the excited state dipole moments of all
six positional isomers of cyanoindole, shown in Figure 9.1 will be given and compared to
the results of quantum mechanical computations.
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9.3. Results and Discussion

Absorption and fluorescence emission spectra of the six isomeric cyanoindoles (cf. Figure
9.1) in ethyl acetate solution are presented in Figure 9.2. The emission maxima shift to
higher wavenumber according to 7−CI < 4−CI < 5−CI < 6−CI < 2−CI < 3−CI.

Figure 9.2.: Normalized fluorescence absorption (a) and emission (b) spectra of the six
different isomers of cyanoindole in ethyl acetate solution.
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Dipole moments in ground and excited singlet state
We determined the change of the permanent dipole moments of the six isomers of CI upon
electronic excitation from the thermochromic shifts of absorption and emission spectra
in ethyl acetate and compared them to the dipole moments from rotationally resolved
electronic Stark spectroscopy in the gas phase, where available. The thermochromic shifts
of absorption and emission spectra of 2-CI are shown in Figure 9.3. The spectral data
of all other isomers are given in the online supporting information. In order to obtain
the excited state dipole moments in solution, the variation of the permittivity ε of the
used solvent ethyl acetate with temperature was determined, and the refractive index n of
the solvent was investigated with regard to variation of temperature and wavelength. In
previous studies, the refractive index nD determined at 589,3 nm was used. However, since
the absorption as well as the emission of the investigated CIs is below about 330,0 nm and
the refractive indices enter the calculations in second power, the wavelength dependence
of n should not be neglected.
It was found that there is a mutual influence between temperature and wavelength depen-
dence. For the refractive index, a 3D fit was applied, in which the wavelength dependence
of the refractive index n was modeled using the Sellmeier equation [88].
Using the relation derived independently by Lippert [133] and Mataga [39] the change of
the dipole moment upon electronic excitation can be obtained from equation 9.1. It is
assumed that dipole vectors are oriented equally in ground and excited states.

∆µ(LM) =
√

3mLMε0hc

2 (9.1)

where mLM is the slope of the plot of the difference of the absorption and emission maxima
ν̃A(T )− ν̃E(T ) vs. the so-called solvent polarity function (SPF) FLM(T ):

ν̃A(T )− ν̃E(T ) = 2(µe − µg)2

3ε0hc
· FLM(T ) + const. (9.2)

The original SPF of LM has been modified by replacing the Onsager radius with the
(experimentally determined) cavity volume, which is a function of the temperature like
the index of refraction and the permittivity [101], [155]:
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FLM(T ) = 1
V (T )

[
ε(T )− 1
2ε(T ) + 1 −

1
2

(
n(T )2 − 1
2n(T )2 + 1

)]
(9.3)

Following Bilot and Kawski (BK) [135], [134], the excited state dipole moment can be
obtained from the relation:

µe(BK) =
√
µ2
g + 3mBKε0hc

2 (9.4)

where mBK is obtained from the slope of a plot of the sum of the absorption and emission
maxima ν̃A(T ) + ν̃E(T ) vs. the SPF FBK(T ):

ν̃A(T ) + ν̃F (T ) = −
2(µ2

e − µ2
g)

3ε0hc
· FBK(T ) + const. (9.5)

The solvent polarity function of Bilot and Kawski F ′BK(T ) is defined as:

F ′BK(T ) =

1
V (T )


(

ε(T )−1
2ε(T )+1 −

n(T )2−1
2n(T )2+1

)
(

1− 2αn(T )2−1
α32n(T )2+1

)2(
1− 2αε(T )−1

α32ε(T )+1

) + 2

n(T )2−1
2n(T )2+1

(
1− αn(T )2−1

α32n(T )2+1

)
(

1− 2αn(T )2−1
α32n(T )2+1

)2

 (9.6)

Compared to the original LM Ansatz, BK additionally considered the influence of the
polarizability α of the solute on the state energies. LM expanded the state energies in
a series including the permanent dipole moment and the reaction field according to the
first order Stark effect, while BK expanded the series up to the second term, including
the static electron polarizability and the squared reaction field according to the second
order Stark effect. If the static polarizability of the solvent in equation 9.6 is considered
to be zero, equation 9.5 equals the original LM equation 9.2 using the solvent polarity
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function 9.3. Although the polarizability α of the fluorophore is not known explicitly in
many cases, a good approximation, which holds for many molecules has been given by
Kawski for the ratio of polarizability and cube of the Onsager radius as α

a3 ≈ 0, 5. This
approximation yields the solvent polarity function, which is used in the following:

FBK(T ) = 1
V (T )

(
2n(T )2 + 1
n(T )2 + 2

(
ε(T )− 1
ε(T ) + 1 −

n(T )2 − 1
n(T )2 + 2

)
+ 3(n(T )4 − 1)

(n(T )2 + 2)2

)
(9.7)

For the determination of the cavity volume V (T ), the density of eleven solutions of each
cyanoindole isomer in ethyl acetate with different mole fractions were measured. The
molar cavity volumes Vm at the respective temperatures were determined from the slope
of the plot of the inverse density of the solution vs. the mass fraction w of the solute, cf.
equation 9.7

1
ρ

= 1
ρ∗

+
(
Vm
Mm

− 1
ρ∗

)
· w (9.8)

with ρ as density of the solution, ρ∗ as density of the solvent, Vm and Mm as molar volume
and molar mass of the solute, and w as mass fraction of the solute in the solution. Figure
1 of the online supporting material shows the plot of the inverse density of the solution 1

ρ

vs. the mass fraction w at 293,15 K, Figure 2 of the online supporting material shows the
dependence of the individual cavity volumes from the temperature in the range between
267,15 and 343,15 K for the solution of 2-CI in EA. Using the so determined cavity
volumes, the change of the dipole moments upon electronic excitation is determined from
equations 9.1 according to Lippert-Mataga and the absolute excited state dipole moment
from 9.5 according to Bilot-Kawski. Figure 9.4 presents the plots of ν̃A(T ) − ν̃E(T ) vs.
the SPF of Lippert and Mataga and of ν̃A(T ) + ν̃F (T ) vs. the SPF of Bilot and Kawski.
Obviously, the correlation in the BK plot is much better than for LM. The same holds
true for the BK and LM plots of all other CI isomers, which are presented in the online
supplementary material.
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Hola

Figure 9.3.: Temperature dependent fluorescence and absorption measurements of 2-
cyanoindole.

The changes of the dipole moments of all cyanoindoles in EA solution using the modified
Lippert-Mataga equation ∆µS(LM) and the excited state dipole from the Bilot-Kawski
model µS(BK)(S1) are summarized in Table 9.1, and are compared to those from rota-
tionally resolved electronic Stark spectroscopy of the isolated, cold molecules [132], [129],
[130], [143]. One has to keep in mind, that LM directly yields the change of the dipole
moment upon electronic excitation ∆µ without prior knowledge of the ground state dipole
moment µg. The BK model however, yields the (absolute) excited state dipole moment
µe assuming a known ground state dipole moment. This difference is due to the fact
that the slope of a linear plot of the difference of the absorption and emission maxima
ν̃A(T )− ν̃E(T ) vs. FLM(T ) of LM is proportional to (µe − µg)2 (cf. Figure 9.4 a), while
plotting of the sum of absorption and emission maxima ν̃A(T ) + ν̃E(T ) vs. FBK(T ) of BK
yields a straight line with a slope, which is proportional to (µ2

e − µ2
g) (Figure 9.4 c). As

a test, we also plotted FLM(T ) of LM vs. the sum of absorption and emission maxima
ν̃A(T ) + ν̃E(T ) (Figure 9.4 b). This plot even shows no linear dependence and is discarded
in the following.
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The ground state dipole moments, which are needed for the determination of the excited
state dipole moment according to BK

µe(BK) =
√
µ2
g + 3mBKε0hc

2 (9.4)

are taken from the respective gas phase values, where applicable (2-,3-,4-,5-CI), and from
ab initio calculations for 6-CI and 7-CI, cf. Table 9.1.

For comparison, the absolute values and the changes of the dipole moments from SCS-
CC2/cc-pVTZ calculations of the isolated molecules ∆µcalc are given in Table 9.1 as well.
Both ground and excited state dipole moments from Stark spectroscopy for 2-CI, 3-CI,
4-CI, and 5-CI are in general good agreement with the ab initio calculated values. Thus,
we are confident, that the SCSCC2/cc-pVTZ calculated excited state dipole moments
of 6-CI and 7-CI, the two positional isomers, for which the Stark measurements of the
isolated species are still lacking, will be similarly accurate.

The absolute values for the excited state dipole moments in EA solution according to BK
are in very good agreement with gas phase and ab initio values for the exception of 4-CI for
which the experimental S1 dipole moment in EA solution is by 0,93 D too low. According
to the ab initio calculations (see next section), 4-CI is the isomer with the smallest energy
gap between S1 and S2 state. The observed S1-state is the La in this case. The small
gap to the S2 (Lb) state allows for considerable mixing of the two states in the strong
reaction field of the solvent and mixes the (smaller) Lb dipole moment with that of the La.
Recently, we have shown how state mixing between S1 and S2 state in 2,3-benzofuran can
be induced by the reaction field of the solvent [280]. In benzimidazole we encountered the
situation that the lower state with small dipole moment ’steals’ dipole moment from the
upper state, which has the larger dipole moment. In 4-CI the situation is reversed, since
here the S1 has the larger dipole moment, explaining part of the discrepancy. However, it
has to be mentioned that also the gas phase dipole moment of 4-CI from electronic Stark
measurement is by 0,5 D smaller than the calculated one. Since the electric field strength
of the Stark field amounts only to 400 V cm (4 · 104 V/m), electronic mixing should be
weak compared to the reaction field of the solvent cage in the solution, which is in the
order of 109 − 1010 V/m [280].

180



9. PUBLICATION ON N-CYANOINDOLES 9.3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 9.4.: Plots of ν̃A(T )− ν̃E(T ) vs. the SPF of Lippert and Mataga (a), of ν̃A(T ) +
ν̃F (T ) vs. the SPF of vs. Lippert and Mataga (b), and vs. the SPF of Bilot
and Kawski (c) for 2-CI dissolved in EA.
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Quantum Chemical Calculations
The relative stability of the six isomeric cyanoindoles, calculated at the SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ
level of theory is shown in Figure 9.5, along with the adiabatic excitation energies (includ-
ing zero-point energy at the level of theory used for optimization) to the lowest excited
singlet states. The most stable conformer is 3-CI, followed by 7-CI, which is only 40 cm−1

less stable than the former one. Relative to the most stable 3-CI conformer, the remaining
cyanoindoles are by 157 (4-CI), 268 (5-CI), 309 (6-CI), and 887 cm−1 (2-CI) less stable.

The calculated ground state dipole moments of the isolated n-CIs differ by more than a
factor of 2. The smallest ground state dipole moment is calculated for 7-CI (3.40 D), the
largest for 5-CI (7.08 D). The four n-CIs for which Stark measurement in the gas phase
are available, show a very close agreement between experiment and theory, cf. Table 9.1.
We assume that this is also the case for 6-CI and 7-CI, for which we still do not have the
experimental Stark results.

In the electronic ground state, the dipole moments can be rationalized by vector addition of
the indole chromophore dipole vector and the dipole of the cyano group. Figure 9.6 shows
the calculated ground state dipole moment vector of the individual n-CIs (red straight
arrow), the ground state dipole vector of the indole chromophore (blue dashed arrow),
which is shifted with its tail to the tail of the n-CI vector and the result of the vector
subtraction (green bold vector). The resulting vector points in each case in the direction
of the cyano group, independent of the substitution position. This is surprising, since the
dipole moment of the cyano group is large and the indole moiety is easily polarizable. This
should lead to an induced dipole moment in the indole moiety of the CNs, which then
should spoil the dipole additivity. An example for this, is the large dipole of the water
moiety in the hydrogen bonded phenol (H2O) cluster, which induces an additional dipole
moment in the indole chromophore [296].

The utilization of LM and BK theory requires the dipole moments in ground and excited
state to have the same orientation. Figure 9.7 shows all S0 and S1 dipole moment orienta-
tions from the SCSCC2 calculations. With the exception of 4-CI all excited state dipoles
are aligned along the respective ground state moments. For the electronically excited
singlet states, we have to distinguish between the La and the Lb labelled states. For 2-CI
the lower state is calculated to be the Lb-state with a dipole moment of 4,95 D in fair
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Table 9.1.: Electronic nature of the lowest excited singlet state in the isolated n-CI,
ground state (µS(S0)) and excited state (µS(S1)) dipole moments in ethyl
acetate solution, ground state (µG(S0)) and excited state (µG(S1)) dipole
moments in the gas phase, and SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ calculated dipole moments
of the ground state (µcalc(S0)) and excited state (µcalc(S1)). The changes
of dipole moments are defined as ∆µ = µ(S1)− µ(S0). All dipole moments
are given in units of Debye D. Uncertainties of the last digit is given in
parentheses.
a From Ref. [132]. b From Ref. [129]. c From Ref. [130]. d From Ref. [290].
e ∆µS (BK) calculated from the difference of the BK excited state dipole
moment µS (BK) (S1) to ab initio calculated ground state dipole moment
µcalc (S0).

2-CI 3-CI 4-CI 5-CI 6-CI 7-CI

S1 nature Lb Lb La La/Lb Lb Lb

µG (S0) 3,71(1)a 5,90(1)b 6,31(1)c 7,14(4)d - -

µcalc (S0) 3,56 5,89 6,39 7,08 5,98 3,40

µG (S1) 5,21(1)a 5,35(1)b 8,92(1)c 8,17(3)d - -

µS (BK) (S1) 4,57(3) 5,20(4) 7,99(14) 8,29(5) 7,15(4) 4,46(19)

µcalc (S1) 4,95 5,39 9,42 7,63 7,20 4,74

∆µS (LM) +1,57(14) +2,23(10) +4,5(18) +5,14(12) +3,97(9) +5,04(26)

∆µS (BK)e +1,01(3) -0,69(4) +1,60(14) +1,15(5) +1,17(4) +1,06(14)

∆µG +1,50(2)a -0,55(2)b +2,61(2)c +1,03(7)d - -

∆µcalc +1,39 -0,50 +3,03 +0,55 +1,22 +1,34
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Figure 9.5.: Ab initio (SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ) calculated ground state energies (in wavenum-
ber units, relative to the most stable 3-cyanoindole), adiabatic excitation for
excitation to the lowest two excited singlet states energies (in wavenumber
units), their respective dipole moments (in Debye D) and the electronic
nature (La or Lb) of the respective excited state.
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Figure 9.6.: Vector subtraction of the calculated ground state dipole of the individual
n-CIs (red straight arrow), the ground state dipole vector of the indole
chromophore (blue dashed arrow) and the resulting difference vector (green
bold vector), which represents the dipole of the cyano group. The dipole
moment vectors have been drawn in the chemical convention from positive
to negative partial charge.
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agreement with the experimental value from gas phase Stark measurements 5,21 D.

Figure 9.7.: Ground and excited state dipole moments from the SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ
calculations, along with the inertial axes a and b. The dipole moment vectors
have been drawn in the chemical convention from positive to negative partial
charge.

The adiabatic excitation energy to the lowest excited singlet state of 2-CI has been calcu-
lated to be 35271 cm−1. Since the transition is mostly composed of LUMO ← HOMO-1
and LUMO + 1 ← HOMO, the resulting excited state can be classified as Lb-state. This
was also confirmed by an analysis of the orientation of the transition dipole moment [132],
which is in line with an assignment as Lb-state. The following state, calculated to be 2990
cm−1 higher as the Lb-state can be classified to be of La-character. This is the largest La-Lb
gap in the series of the cyanoindoles. The calculated dipole moment of the lower excited
state is larger than that of the upper state. This is surprising, since the La-state in in-
dole and substituted indoles is considered to have a larger dipole moment than the Lb-state.

The energy gap between the excited singlet states of 3-CI is substantially smaller (1885
cm−1) however, with the same energetic ordering of the excited states as for 2-CI. The
dipole moments for the S0 (5,9 D), the Lb (5,4 D) and the upper excited La-state (5,7 D)
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are nearly the same.

4-CI has the smallest energy gap between La- and Lb-state (695 cm−1), and, unlike
as for 2-CI and 3-CI, the La is the lowest excited (S1) state. However, the upper (S2) state
shows considerable mixing with the La-state. For 4-CI, the dipole moment of the (lower)
La-state (9,6 D) is considerably larger than that of the Lb-state (7,2 D). The deviation of
the excited state dipole orientation from that of the ground state is due to the fact, that
the S1-state is the La-state in 4-CI, with a strongly altered electron distribution.

For 5-CI an energy gap of 2187 cm−1 is calculated with the lower state being of mixed
La/Lb character with a dipole moment of 7,6 D, and the upper state a pure La-state with
a dipole moment of 10,1 D. The energy difference of the lower Lb-state (µ = 7,2 D) and
the upper La-state (µ = 8,2 D) of 6-CI amounts to 2125 cm−1.

6-CI has an S1/S2 energy gap of 2125 cm−1, with the lower excited state being the Lb with
a dipole moment of 7,2D and the upper excited state the La with a dipole moment of 8,2D.

7-CI shows a similarly small energy difference as 4-CI of 791 cm−1. The lower Lb-state has
a dipole moment of 4,7 D, the higher lying La-state of 7,3 D. Figure 9.5 summarizes for all
isomers, the ground state energies (relative to the energy of the most stable isomer, 3-CI),
the excitation energies to the lowest two excited singlet states and the dipole moments of
all states involved.
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9.4. Conclusions

Employment of the Lippert-Mataga equation using solvatochromic shifts has been criticized
as to the different solute-solvent interactions, which tend to impede a straightforward
dipole moment determination of excited states. While the use of thermochromic shifts
avoids these pitfalls, the inherent weakness of the LM treatment is the neglect of solvent
polarization. Therefore, LM theory employing thermochromic shifts of the absorption and
fluorescence maxima, leads to values of the excited state dipole moment of all investigated
cyanoindoles, which are neither in agreement with the results of ab initio calculations on
the isolated molecule nor with experimental values from electronic Stark spectroscopy in
the gas phase. However, dipole moments from BK theory closely match the experimental
gas phase and theoretical values, cf. Figure 9.8.

Figure 9.8.: Comparison of the change of dipole moment upon electronic excitation to the
lowest excited singlet state from ab initio (SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ) calculations,
gas phase Stark spectroscopy, thermochromic shifts using the Bilot-Kawski
and Lippert-Mataga formalism for all six cyanoindoles.
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Modifications to the original Lippert-Mataga theory, which have been introduced by Bilot
and Kawski, yield much more precise values for the absolute dipole moment in the lowest
excited singlet states of the isomeric n-cyanoindoles and are in good agreement with the
ab initio calculated excited state dipoles and (where available) also with the experimental
ones from electronic Stark spectroscopy of the isolated molecules.

The later fact seems odd at first sight. LM and BK theories are used in order to determine
the excited state dipole moments in solution, while we compare these dipoles to those of
the isolated molecule. In order to compute dipole moments in solution, the conductor-like
screening model (COSMO) [164] was used. Since COSMO for RI-CC2 calculations of the
excited states is not yet implemented, we switched the dipole moment computations to
(RI-)ADC(2) for the excited states and to (RI-)MP2 for the ground state.

At first, we compared the dipole moments from the respective CC2 calculations to those
from MP2 (S0) and ADC(2) (S1 and S2) for the isolated molecules. This comparison is
shown in Table 9.2. The very close agreement between MP2 and CC2 for the ground state
and ADC(2) and CC2 for the excited state shows, that the values from ADC(2) can indeed
be used for the calculation of the excited state dipole moments in the COSMO model. We
subsequently performed these COSMO calculations using an index of refraction n = 1,3723
and a permittivity ε = 6,080 for EA and compared the theoretical to the experimental
and to the ab initio calculated dipole moments of the isolated molecules.
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Table 9.2.: Experimentally determined dipole moments from Stark spectroscopy of the
isolated n-CIs in the ground (S0) and excited states (S1). MP2, CC2, ADC(2)
calculations are performed with the cc-pVTZ basis set. COSMO calculations
with n = 1,3723 and ε = 6,080 are performed using MP2 for the ground state
and ADC(2) for the excited state. All dipole moments are given in units of
Debye D.

2-CI 3-CI 4-CI 5-CI 6-CI 7-CI

Exp. (S0) 3,71(1) 5,90(1) 6,31(1) 7,14(4) - -

CC2 (S0) 3,56 5,89 6,39 7,08 5,98 3,40

MP2 (S0) 3,53 5,87 6,36 7,06 5,93 3,37

COSMO (S0) 4,24 7,49 8,06 8,87 7,38 4,12

Exp. (S1) 5,21(1) 5,35(1) 8,92(1) 8,17(3) - -

CC2 (S1) 4,95 5,39 9,42 7,63 7,20 4,74

ADC(2) (S1) 5,04 5,43 9,46 7,73 7,26 4,75

COSMO (S1) 6,80 6,83 12,59 13,88 13,43 6,43

µS (BK) (S1) 4,57(3) 5,20(4) 7,99(14) 8,29(5) 7,15(4) 4,46(19)

µS (BK)e +1,01(3) -0,69(4) +1,60(14) +1,15(5) +1,17(4) +1,06(14)

Exp. ∆µ +1,50(2) -0,55(2) +2,61(2) +1,03(7) - -

CC2 ∆µ +1,39 -0,50 +3,03 +0,55 +1,22 +1,34

COSMO ∆µ +2,56 -0,66 +4,53 +5,01 +6,05 +2,31
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It is obvious that there is a close agreement between the excited state dipole moments of
the isolated n-CIs form Stark spectroscopy and from ab initio theory but a rather large
discrepancy to the values of the COSMO calculations.

This deviation can be expected, since the solvent polarity functions, defined by Lippert-
Mataga and Bilot-Kawski, establish a correlation between the solvent shifts of fluorescence
or absorption transitions and the dipole moment of the unpolarized molecule. Hence, the
so determined dipole moments will resemble more the results from ab initio calculations
of the isolated species than of that of solvation models, which return the values of the
polarized molecule.
To have a closer look into the discrepancies of the LM SPF, we computed the (vertical)
absorption and emission energies with COSMO (ADC(2)/cc-pVTZ), using the temperature
dependent permittivities and indices of refraction. Then the resulting SPF of LM and
BK were plotted vs. the difference and the sum of the absorption and emission maxima.
The results are shown in Figure 9.9. It is obvious that the plot according to LM does not
even result in a straight. BK however shows a nearly linear dependence. The excited state
dipole moment determined from the slope of the synthetic BK plot amounts to 4,19 D,
close to the experimental BK value of 4,57 D.
Although criticism of the determination of excited state dipoles on the basis of solva-
tochromic (and thermochromic) shifts has been expressed early by Lombardi [297], the
number of studies, which compare excited state dipole moments from thermochromic or
solvatochromic shifts to those from other methods, is quite limited.
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Hola

Figure 9.9.: Ab initio CC2/cc-pVTZ calculated difference and sum of absorption and
fluorescence emission maxima plotted vs. the SPF of LM and BK.

From the current study we infer, that the Bilot-Kawski method for determination of excited
state dipole moments gives reliable values, in cases in which the lowest excited states
are not too close, and their dipole moments do not differ much. Otherwise, the strong
electric field from the solvent cavity leads to an effective electronic mixing of the excited
states and thus influences the value of the dipole moment under consideration. 7-CI seems
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to be an exception, which will be investigated by gas-phase Stark spectroscopy in the
near future in our group. The much more frequently used Lippert-Mataga method suffers
from various deficiencies, the most serious one is the neglect of solvent polarity effects. It
therefore fails to reproduce the excited state dipole moments from rotationally resolved
electronic Stark spectra. Most investigations on electric dipole moment changes upon
electronic excitation, compare results from different solvation models like Lippert-Mataga,
Bilot-Kawski, Bakhshiev [298], Kawski-Chamma-Viallet [136], [45], and Reichardt [299].
However, a critical assessment of the reliability of the model chosen, can only be given by
comparison to dipole determination using rovibronically line resolved spectroscopic Stark
techniques.
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10.1. Abstract
The excited state dipole moments of six positional isomers of methylindole have been
determined from thermochromic shifts of the absorption and fluorescence emission spectra
in ethylacetate solution and compared to the results of ab initio calculations.

10.2. Introduction
Electronically excited states of substituted indoles have been the focus of spectroscopic
and theoretical investigations for decades. Solvatochromic studies of the dipole moments
have been performed in order to examine the excited state dipoles of the two lowest excited
singlet states that are designated as La and Lb [300], [301], [302], [303]. We use the La/Lb
nomenclature, which follows the convention for cata-condensed hydrocarbons given by
Platt [257] and was later modified by Weber to cover the case of indole, which actually
lacks the necessary symmetry [281], and is in a physical sense meaningless. However,
since it is used frequently, we will follow this convention in the context of this work. The
barrier to internal rotation in the electronic ground state of seven methylindoles (1-MI
to 7-MI) has been studied using internal rotation and 14N nuclear quadrupole coupling
[304]. Rotationally resolved electronic spectra of the electronic origin bands of 1-, 3-
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and 5-methylindole have been investigated in the groups of Pratt [305] and Meerts [306].
The dipole moment of 3-MI in its La-state has been determined by Stark absorption
spectroscopy of 3-MI doped into a polymethylmethacrylate film [307]. Hebestreit et al.
determined the dipole moment of 6-MI in the ground and lowest excited singlet state
(Lb) from rotationally resolved Stark spectroscopy in a molecular beam [308]. The He
(I) photoelectron spectra of 1-, 2-, 3-, 4- and 6-MI have been reported by Güsten et al.
[309]. Lin et al. studied the methyl substitution effect of 3-MI and 5-MI cations using
mass analyzed threshold ionization spectroscopy [310]. Polarized two-photon fluorescence
excitation spectra of 3-MI and 5-MI in cyclohexane and butanol solutions have indicated
the onset of La absorption [311].

10.3. Computational Methods

10.3.1. Quantum chemical calculations

Structure optimizations were performed employing a Dunning’s correlation-consistent
polarized valence triple zeta (cc-pVTZ) basis set from the Turbomole library [158], [254].
The equilibrium geometries of the electronic ground and the lowest excited singlet states
were optimized using the approximate coupled cluster singles and doubles model (CC2)
employing the resolution-of-the-identity (RI) approximation [170], [160], [161]. For the
structure optimizations spin-component scaling (SCS) modifications to CC2 were taken
into account [162]. Vibrational frequencies and zero-point corrections to the adiabatic
excitation energies were obtained from numerical second derivatives using the NumForce
script [163].

10.4. Experimental Methods

To determine the cavity volume of the methylindoles dissolved in ethyl acetate a high-
precision density meter from Anton Paar (model: DMA 4500) was used for the density
measurements. For this purpose, a concentration series was prepared for each constitutional
isomer of the methylindole and measured in a temperature range from 265.15 to 343.15
K with an increment of 2 K. The spectroscopic measurements were carried out in a self-
constructed cell using two spectrometers from Varian. A Varian Cary 50 Scan UV-Visible
was used for absorption measurements and a Cary Eclipse Fluorescence for emission
measurements. The measurements were made on a scale of 225.15 K to 343.15 K with
an increment of 2 K. For the determination of the refractive indices of the solvent, a
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refractometer from Anton Paar (model: Abbemat MW) was used, whereby measurements
were made on a temperature scale from 283.15 K to 343.15 K with an increment of 1 K.
At each temperature refractive indices were determined at 5 different wavelengths.

10.5. Results and Discussion

Prior to a comparison of the experimental values with the quantum chemical calculations
that will be presented later, it is necessary to make four preliminary comments.

(i) Despite the fact that the method for determination of the dipole moments in the
ground state, from absorption and emission maxima shifts as proposed by Demissie, has
previously been identified as having limited accuracy, the experimental values for the
dipole moments in the ground state were also calculated using this method, for comparison.

(ii) Second, the behavior of the cavity volume of the dissolved methylindoles in response to
temperature fluctuations and the temperature-plotted curves of the maxima exhibit some
anomalous characteristics. An attempt was made to address the anomalies in the cavity
volumes, employing a nonlinear fit, in contrast to the conventional linear fit, to determine
the cavity volumes.

(iii) A comparison of the dipole moments of the ground state, calculated according
to the method proposed by Demissie, with the values obtained from the quantum chemical
calculations reveals that the experimental values derived from this calculation method,
when considered along with the quantum chemical calculations and values, are more
accurately described as a fortuitous conjecture than as a meaningful calculation method.

(iv) Comparison of the experimental values for the dipole moments in the excited state
with values from quantum chemical calculations demonstrates the superiority of the Bilot
and Kawski methodology over other calculation methods. These findings corroborate those
of previous publications.

Furthermore, the calculation method proposed by Lippert and Mataga is inherently
limited in its ability to accurately assess the difference between the ground and excited
states. This is particularly evident in cases where the calculated difference is extremely
small or even negative, as observed in this study. This is because the calculated values from
this method often overestimate the dipole moment, which is in contrast to the findings of
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earlier publications from the research group.

It should also be noted that the absorption and emission maxima at 293.15 K of the
constitutional isomers of methylindoles with 3-MeI < 2-MeI < 6-MeI < 5-MeI < 4-MeI
< 7-MeI follow the inverse order of the absorption and emission maxima of cyanoindoles.
This aspect is of interest because the two substituent groups, i.e. the cyano group and
the methyl group, exert opposing effects on the electron density distribution within the
molecule. The cyano group introduces a negative charge, whereas the methyl group
introduces a positive charge. These effects are observed for the same basic building block.

10.5.1. Computational Results

Table 10.1.: SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ calculated rotational constants, dipole moments and
methyl torsional barriers of 2- to 7-methylindole in the ground (doubly
primed) and excited state (singly primed).

2-MI 3-MI 4-MI 5-MI 6-MI 7-MI

A′′/MHz 3790 2604 2162 3417 3559 2139
B′′/MHz 989 1266 1484 1030 1041 1514
C ′′/MHz 788 856 885 790 802 891
µ′′a/D 2.06 -1.78 1.94 -0.06 0.63 -0.10
µ′′b /D -1.17 1.04 -0.48 -1.95 1.92 2.32
µ′′c /D 0.01 0.00 -0.01 -0.08 0.02 0.02
µ′′/D 2.53 2.06 2.00 1.95 2.02 2.32
A′/MHz 3645 2564 2092 3317 3311 2093
B′/MHz 978 1245 1467 1033 1027 1484
C ′/MHz 775 842 867 799 788 873
µ′a/D 2.36 -1.99 1.50 -0.25 0.35 0.01
µ′b/D -0.94 0.64 -1.01 -1.49 2.00 1.99
µ′c/D 0.01 0.00 0.00 -0.60 0.03 0.02
µ′/D 2.54 2.09 1.81 1.63 2.04 1.99
∆A/MHz -145 -40 -70 -100 -248 -100
∆B/MHz -9 -2 -17 +3 -14 -30
∆C/MHz -13 -14 -18 +9 -14 -18
∆µa/D 0.09 -0.20 -0.43 -0.19 -0.28 0.11
∆µb/D 0.23 -0.40 -0.53 0.45 0.09 -0.33
∆µc/D 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
∆µ/D 0.02 -0.02 -0.19 -0.32 0.01 0.33

In the following an overview of the maxima of the absorption and emission measurements
of the six methylindoles in ethyl acetate at 293.15 K is given. Depending on the position
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Table 10.2.: SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ computed vertical excitation energies and oscillator
strengths, of 2- to 7-MI.

2-MI 3-MI 4-MI 5-MI 6-MI 7-MI
νfi f νfi f νfi f νfi f νfi f νfi f

ππ∗ (Lb) 352802 35580 35804 35097 35630 35290

of the methyl group the following order with increasing wavenumber results for absorption:
3-MeI < 2-MeI < 6-MeI < 5-MeI < 4-MeI < 7-MeI, whereby this order is also found for
emission.

Figure 10.1.: Normalized absorption spectra of the six different isomers of methylindole
in ethyl acetate solution.
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Figure 10.2.: Normalized fluorescence emission spectra of the six different isomers of
methylindole in ethyl acetate solution.

This sequence of absorption and emission maxima was also found in an earlier study carried
out by our group, where the individual positions on the indole ring were occupied by a
cyano group instead of a methyl group. The determination of the dipole moments of the
methylindole isomers dissolved in ethyl acetate was carried out via thermochromic shifts
of the absorption and emission spectra. For this purpose, the known equations of Lippert
and Mataga [39], Bilot and Kawski [154], [43] are used. However, the original equations
were adapted accordingly so that the cavity volume was used instead of the Onsager radius
and the refractive index used was also adapted. The adjustment of the refractive indices
used was necessary because the original equations always use the refractive index of the
Sodium-D-line, nD = 589.3 nm, but the investigated isomers of methylindole absorb as
well as emit in a range of approximately 265 - 350 nm. To address this issue, the data
from the wavelength- and temperature-dependent measurements of the refractive indices
were plotted in a 3D diagram and the equations for determining the dipole moment were
adjusted. The plot in the 3D diagram was based on the Sellmeier equation [88].
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Lippert-Mataga:

ν̃A(T )− ν̃E(T ) = 2(µe − µg)2

3ε0hc
· FLM(T, λ) + const.

FLM(T, λ) = 1
V (T )

[
ε(T )− 1
2ε(T ) + 1 −

1
2

(
n(T, λ)2 − 1
2n(T, λ)2 + 1

)]

∆µ(LM) = µe − µg =
√

3mLMε0hc

2

(10.1)

where ν̃A/E describes the maxima of adsorption or emission, µe/g the dipole moment in
the ground state or in the electronically excited state, V describes the cavity volume,
ε the permittivity, n is the refractive index, FLM is the solvent polarity function of the
corresponding equation and mLM is the slope of the respective plot of the difference of the
maxima against the corresponding solvent polarity function.

Demissie:

ν̃A/E(T ) = ν̃0
A/E −

2µg/e(µe − µg)
3ε0hc

· Fi(T, λ)

FLM(T, λ) = 1
V (T )

[
ε(T )− 1
2ε(T ) + 1 −

1
2
n2(T, λ)− 1
2n2(T, λ) + 1

]

FBK(T, λ) = 1
V (T )

2n2(T, λ) + 1
n2(T, λ) + 2

(
ε(T )− 1
ε(T ) + 2 −

n2(T, λ)− 1
n2(T, λ) + 2

)

+ 3(n4(T, λ)− 1)
(n2(t, λ) + 2)2



µg/e =

√√√√3ε0hc ·m2
A/E

2(mE −mA)

(10.2)
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where ν̃A/E describes the maxima of adsorption or emission, µe/g the dipole moment in
the ground state or in the electronically excited state, V describes the cavity volume, ε
the permittivity, n is the refractive index, Fi is the solvent polarity function of the corre-
sponding equation whereby the solvent polarity function can accord to Lippert-Mataga or
Bilot-Kawski and mA/E is the slope of the respective plot of the maxima from absorption
or emission against the corresponding solvent polarity function.

Bilot-Kawski:

ν̃A(T )− ν̃E(T ) =
2(µ2

e − µ2
g)

4πε0hc
· FBK(F, λ) + const.

ν̃A(T ) + ν̃E(T ) =
2(µ2

e − µ2
g)

3ε0hc
· ΦBK(F, λ) + const.

FBK(T, λ) = 1
V (T )

[
2n2(T, λ) + 1
n2(T, λ) + 2 ·

(
ε(T )− 1
ε(T ) + 2 −

n2(T, λ)− 1
n2(T, λ) + 2

)]

Φ(T, λ) = FBK(T, λ) + 1
V (T )

(
3(n4(T, λ)− 1
(n2(T, λ) + 2)2

)

µe =
√
µ2
g + 3mBKhcε0

2

(10.3)

where ν̃A/E describes the maxima of adsorption or emission, µe/g the dipole moment in
the ground state or in the electronically excited state, V describes the cavity volume, ε
the permittivity, n is the refractive index, FBK and Φ is the solvent polarity function of
the corresponding equation and mBK is the slope of the respective plot of the difference of
the maxima against the corresponding solvent polarity function.

The cavity volume V (T ) was calculated from the aforementioned measurements as well as
the plot of inverse density against the mass fraction using the following formula:
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1
ρ

= 1
ρ∗

+
(
Vm
Mm

− 1
ρ∗

)
· w (10.4)

where ρ is the density of the solution, ρ∗ the density of the solvent, Vm the molar cavity
volume, Mm the molar mass of the solute and w the mass fraction of the solute.

10.5.2. Experimental Results

Table 10.3.: Calculated values from the experimental data of n-methylindole.

F (T, n)LM F (T )LM F (T, n)BK F (T )BK Φ(T, n)BK Φ(T )BK

2-MeI 12,2(5) 6,32(12) 4,68(13) 1,74(17) 3,96(8) 3,56(3)
3-MeI 8,84(28) 11,88(43) 3,45(20) 3,67(21) 3,83(9) 3,31(6)
4-MeI 9,00(25) 6,25(16) 2,24(14) 0,98(12) 0,94(17) 1,33(8)
5-MeI 12,6(3) 11,3(3) 4,59(6) 4,46(11) 2,26(7) 2,88(4)
6-MeI 12,3(3) 7,20(13) 4,92(10) 8,53(12) 3,70(4) 2,248(9)
7-MeI 14,5(4) 14,4(4) 4,53(10) 5,75(12) 3,02(12) 3,79(3)

10.6. Conclusion

The findings indicate that the methodology proposed by Demissie for calculating the dipole
moments in the ground state is unsuitable for application, as the resulting values are not
aligned with the comparative data. As is often the case, the dipole moments in the excited
state are significantly overestimated by the Lippert and Mataga calculation method and
the Bilot and Kawski method is the preferred option. It is evident that the method of
determining dipole moments in solution is a reliable approach. However, for verification
and validation, this method still necessitates the integration of values derived from
quantum chemical calculations and gas phase measurements. An intriguing approach is the
comparison of molecules with an identical molecular backbone but differing substituents,
which exert varying effects on the electron density distribution of the molecule. Moreover,
it can be observed, in light of other published works, that thermochromic methods can be
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readily employed, but should be used with caution in instances of anomalous behaviour of
the molecule in solution, as evidenced by the non-linear relationships observed in all cases.
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On determining the temperature and wavelength
dependent refractive indices.†
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11.1. Abstract

The temperature and wavelength dependence of the refractive index behaviour of various
solvents was examined and fitted using a 3-dimensional fit. A modified form of the
Sellmeier equation was used, which also takes the temperature component into account
through the extension. All empirical parameters used in the fit were determined and show
a good correlation with the temperature- and wavelength-dependent measured values in
the examined range.

11.2. Introduction

In numerous publications and in the course of everyday scientific work, the refractive index
is frequently taken for granted and is not subject to further scrutiny. It is well established
that the refractive index is a function of the temperature. However, when applied to
specific problems, it is frequently overlooked that the refractive index is also dependent on
the wavelength. For example, numerous publications on the determination of the dipole
moment in solution can be referenced [133], [149], [150] and more, where the standard
value nD is employed despite the fact that the molecules under investigation absorb and
emit at low wavelengths and the refractive index is included in the calculation in the
second power. Furthermore, the refractive index, as a central and fundamental optical
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property of materials, plays a pivotal role in a number of fields, including optics, photonics,
telecommunications and sensor technology [312], [313], [314], [315]. The objective of this
paper is to examine the temperature and wavelength dependence of the refractive indices
as well as the mutual influence of the two dependencies in a range of solvents, with the
intention of providing a foundation for further research in the area.

11.3. Experimental Methods

The refractive index is determined by means of a Abbemat MW refractometer, manufac-
tured by Anton Paar. The temperature scale for each solvent to be examined begins at
283.15 K, with an increment of 1 K. The measurement is conducted as closely as possible
to the respective boiling point for each solvent to be examined. The measurement at the
available wavelengths (486.1 nm, 513.9 nm, 531.9 nm, 589.3 nm and 632.9 nm) was always
conducted with a delay following the temperature setting.

11.4. Systems

In the course of the study, solvents that are readily accessible were selected for examination.
In addition, water, which is an ubiquitous solvent, was also subjected to analysis. The
individual liquids examined are presented in the following table.

Table 11.1.: Solvents studied, including some of their properties.

Formula Polarity Boiling Point [K]

Cyclohexane C6H12 non-polar / aprotic 353,15
Ethanol C2H6O polar / protic 351,15
Isopropanol C3H8O polar / protic 355,15
Water H2O polar / protic 373,15
Ethyl acetate C4H8O2 polar / aprotic 350,15
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11.5. Results and Discussion
The empirical fit values were calculated in accordance with the equation below (cf. 11.1),
which is a modified form of the Sellmeier equation [88].

n(λ, T ) =

√√√√1 +
3∑
i=1

Bi

1− Ci
λ2

·
(
p0 + p1

(
T

K

)
+ p2

(
T

K

)2

+ p3

(
T

K

)3)
(11.1)

The Sellmeier equation was modified to account for wavelength dependence and the
interdependency of wavelength dependence and temperature dependence. This modification
bears resemblance to the equation established by Wei et al. [89]. The specific empirical
parameters of the solvents under examination are presented in the following table 11.2.

Table 11.2.: Empirical parameters of the 3D fit of the modified Sellmeier equation of the
respective solvent examined.

Parameter Cyclohexane Ethanol Isopropanol Water Ethyl acetate

B1 0,7256 0,8347 0,8647 0,8647 0,8136
B2 0,1706 0,0977 0,0778 0,1736 0,1158
B3 0,1283 0,1044 0,1056 0,0176 0,1077
C1 [nm2] 7156,1 8541,0 8395,3 8911,7 8621,7
C2 [nm2] 19821,7 7515,3 7378,1 13487,9 7201,5
C3 [nm2] 12585,3 15104,0 14977,7 27236,9 16549,1
p3 −1, 06 · 10−9 −1, 65 · 10−9 −1, 73 · 10−9 −2, 06 · 10−9 −1, 52 · 10−9

p2 8, 11 · 10−7 1, 15 · 10−6 9, 65 · 10−7 1, 04 · 10−9 1, 30 · 10−6

p1 −5, 82 · 10−4 −5, 25 · 10−4 −4, 08 · 10−4 −1, 49 · 10−4 −5, 04 · 10−4

p0 1,1227 1,0444 1,0362 0,99878 1,2236

The results of the 3D fit were subjected to graphical processing and are presented in
the following figures (cf. 11.1 to 11.4). The correlation between the fitted curve and
the measured values is satisfactory, both within the examined range of wavelengths and
temperatures.
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11.6. Conclusion
It can be concluded that this is a viable method for determining the temperature and
wavelength dependence, and that the equation that was set up is valid. The determination
of empirical parameters enables a preliminary estimation of refractive indices with regard
to temperature and wavelength dependence, which fall outside the technically limited
measuring range. Any shortcomings or discrepancies from the actual values are attributable
to the approximations that are inherent to the methodology. It is recommended that the
parameters be refined by measuring more than five wavelengths and by covering a broader
temperature range. In conclusion, the predictions of the refractive indices can be used
with confidence.
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12. Summary

The aim of the present dissertation is to further develop and more precisely investigate, as
well as gain deeper understanding of, the determination of the dipole moment in both the
ground state and the electronically excited state in the liquid phase, employing methods of
thermochromism. Furthermore, the understanding of the interaction between the solvent
and the solvate is to be elucidated and examined in greater detail. To verify and determine
relevant data, High-Resolution-Laser-Induced Fluorescence Stark spectroscopy is employed,
as well as quantum chemical ab initio calculations, CC2/cc-pVTZ level of theory, for the
determination of molecular parameters and COSMO for the interaction between solvent
and solvate. The molecules employed in this investigation were indole derivatives, which
permitted the examination of the impact of diverse substituents on molecular parame-
ters. This included the investigation of substituents with opposing effects, such as those
observed in n-cyanoindoles and n-methylindoles. Furthermore, benzene derivatives with
cyano groups as a substituents were examined in order to establish a connection with the
indole derivatives to a certain extent.

The theoretical foundations that introduce the topic are discussed in chapter 3, where the
crucial parameter of the refractive index is also examined in more detail. Additionally, the
change within the formula for determining the temperature-dependent refractive index
is discussed, with consideration of the wavelength dependence of the refractive index.
Subsequently, an in-depth analysis of the interaction between solvents and solvates is
conducted, with a particular focus on the understanding of this interaction as a pivotal
aspect. This facilitates a more comprehensive comprehension of dipole moment determi-
nation in solution, thereby paving the way for the development of novel determination
approaches and calculation methods. The following chapter 4 addresses the subject of
quantum chemical calculation methods, wherein it is determined that the incorporation
of COSMO theory is a highly suitable approach. Subsequently, closing the expanded
theoretical part, Chapter 5 deals with the calculation methods employed in this disserta-
tion. This chapter corroborates the findings of Chapter 9 that the Lippert and Mataga
calculation method is unsuccessful. Furthermore, this chapter elucidates that the approach
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of distinct determination, devoid of consideration for the mutual relationship, of the dipole
moments in the ground state and in the electronically excited state according to the
method of Demissie, despite its appealing nature, nevertheless yields inadequate results in
the majority of cases. This is particularly evident when determining the dipole moments in
the ground state. The sole genuine enhancement or alteration to the calculation method-
ologies introduced by Demissie is the utilisation of the actual cavity volume in lieu of the
Onsager radius. This is evident from both the theoretical considerations and the ongoing
criticism of the Onsager radius in the literature pertinent to the subject matter. These
conclusions are corroborated by the present work and by earlier publications of the research
group. As demonstrated in Chapter 6, the experimental setup shown illustrates the sig-
nificant investment of resources required to ascertain the dipole moment of the excited state.

The conclusion of chapter 8 is that, although it initially appears reasonable to com-
pare dipole moments derived from measurements in the gas phase of Stark spectroscopy
with ab initio calculations of the isolated species and dipole moments derived from mea-
surements in the liquid phase of solvatochromic or thermochromic shifts with ab initio
calculations that include solvation models, this is not a valid approach. Nevertheless, a
closer examination reveals that the most prevalent and extensively utilized calculation tech-
niques, which were also employed in the investigation of 1,2-DCB and 1,3-DCB, establish
a correlation between the shifts for unpolarized molecules. Consequently, the calculated
dipole moments should be compared with the ab initio calculations of the isolated species.
Furthermore, the significant divergence between the Lippert and Mataga approach and
the modified Bilot and Kawski approach is once again apparent. As previously mentioned,
these findings are evident in the calculation for 1,2-DCB according to the Bilot and
Kawski approach, which yields a value of 6,88 D in the S1 state. This value exhibits a
high degree of agreement with the calculation according to the SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ and
ADC(2)/cc-pVTZ theory. These findings are further corroborated by the results obtained
using the ADC(2) COSMO theory, which are 2,0 D greater than the expected value, and
additionally by the calculations according to the Lippert and Mataga approach, where
the result is 11,0 D and thus clearly exceeds the anticipated outcome. The results for
1,3-DCB exhibit a similar trend. The value of 4,33 D obtained from the Bilot and Kawski
approach aligns with the predictions of the SCS-CC2 and ADC(2) theories. However, the
calculated value from the Lippert and Mataga approach is significantly higher, and the
result from the ADC(2) COSMO theory also deviates considerably. The consideration
of the vector addition of individual bond dipoles to determine the dipole moments of
1,2-DCB and 1,3-DCB is found to have limited validity in the underestimated case, with
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an average deviation of approximately 10%. In conclusion, the dipole moments obtained
from the liquid phase should be compared with those of the isolated molecule, as there is
a correlation between the dipole moment of the unpolarised molecule and the transitions.
Vector addition can be employed to determine the dipole moment in the excited state
under certain conditions.

The fundamental insights derived from Chapter 9 indicate that the wavenumber of the
emission of the n-cyanoindoles exhibits an increasing trend from 7-CI via 4-CI, 5-CI,
6-CI, and 2-CI, culminating in 3-CI. Furthermore, the proposed alteration to the function
used to describe the temperature-dependent refractive indices with regard to wavelength
dependence is supported by the evidence, given that the absorption and emission of the
n-CIs is observed below 330,0 nm and the refractive index within the solvent polarity
functions is represented by the second power. The function is modelled using a three-
dimensional fit, which follows the Sellmeier equation as described in the theoretical section
of this work. It has been demonstrated on numerous occasions that the correlation of
the Bilot and Kawski plot is markedly superior to that of the Lippert and Mataga plot.
In essence, the calculated dipole moments from the liquid phase demonstrate a high
degree of concordance with the corresponding ab initio calculations. However, the 4-CI,
with a deviation of 0,98 D, represents an exception to this rule. As evidenced by the
ab initio calculations, the 4-CI exhibits the narrowest gap between the S1 and S2 states,
wherein the former corresponds to La and the latter to Lb. The narrow gap between the
two states allows for significant interconversion between them, which contributes to the
discrepancy between the ab initio calculation and the calculation from the liquid phase.
This is corroborated by the values obtained in the gas phase, although a discrepancy of 0,5
D persists between the experimental data and the ab initio calculations. This discrepancy
can be attributed to the diminished strength of the Stark field when applied in the gas
phase, as compared to its intensity created in solution. The relative stabilities of the six
constitutional isomers are determined using the SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ theory. The 3-CI is
characterised as the most stable conformer, while the 2-CI is identified as the least stable.
The calculated ground-state dipole moments exhibit a discrepancy of over two orders of
magnitude, with the 7-CI displaying the lowest value and the 5-CI exhibiting the highest.
The outcome of the vector addition for the ground state of the n-CI is noteworthy, as
it does not result in an induced dipole moment within the indole moiety. Upon align-
ing the dipole moments of the ground state and the excited state, it was observed that
all n-CIs, with the exception of the 4-CI, exhibited a similar behaviour. In conclusion,
despite the circumvention of the shortcomings of the Lippert and Mataga calculation
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method through the utilisation of thermochromic methods, the aforementioned calculation
method ultimately fails due to the complete neglect of solvent polarisation. Addition-
ally, the Bilot and Kawski calculation method has once again demonstrated superior results.

The results of the methylindoles investigated also show, as already mentioned, that
on the one hand the method according to Demessie for the calculation of the ground state
dipole moments should rather not be applied, since the calculated ground state dipole
moment values do not agree with the quantum chemical calculations and if they do, it
is probably more a matter of luck than that these values are based on a solid scientific
basis. This may be due to the fact that the solvent polarity functions used are designed to
calculate dipole moments in the electronically excited state and thus assume a known value,
which of course is derived from other methods of determination, and on the other hand they
derive their calculation basis from the change during electronic excitation, which cannot
be easily reversed as these are not isoenergetic processes. On the other hand, certain
values of the dipole moments in the electronically excited state show, as already shown in
previous publications, that the calculation methods according to Bilot and Kawski give
better results and that the method according to Lippert and Mataga overestimates these
values extremely. It is also interesting to note that when using the same basic building
block of the molecule, but with different substituents that have opposite effects on the
electron density distribution within the molecule, the order of the absorption and emission
maxima is reversed when positioned at the same point in the molecule. This leads to
the conclusion that by observing the effects on the electron density distribution, general
conclusions can be drawn about the electron density distribution with respect to the dipole
moments, although this aspect requires further research. However, it should be noted that
the known methods should be used with caution if the molecule behaves abnormally or
unusually in solution, which also explains the delay in publishing the results.

In principle, some relevant conclusions can be drawn from the theoretical considera-
tion alone, which can be confirmed to a certain extent by experimental results. It is
evident that the utilisation of thermochromic methodologies offers considerable benefits,
as these maintain all potential parameters, that is, all potential effects of the interaction
between the solvent and the solvate, constant and modify them to a certain extent in a
uniform manner across the temperature range. The requisite shifts within the absorption
and emission spectra can be adequately generated by varying the temperature. Further-
more, the retention of a solvent permits the targeted selection of this solvent, thereby
reducing the complexity of the interaction between solvent and solvate. This, in turn,
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enables a more precise description of the interaction. Furthermore, it is evident that a
precise comprehension of the interaction between solvent and solvate represents a pivotal
foundation for the accurate formation of the highly pertinent solvent polarity function.
Even minor alterations to the solvent polarity functions, such as the incorporation of
cavity volume in lieu of Onsager radius and the incorporation of wavelength-dependent
refractive index considerations, markedly enhance the precision of the calculated results,
as per the established methodologies for determining dipole moments in solution. The
significance of an accurate solvent polarity function is further confirmed by the consistent
superiority of the Bilot and Kawski calculation method over the Lippert and Mataga
calculation method.

In conclusion, the results of this dissertation demonstrate that determining dipole mo-
ments in the liquid phase via thermochromic methods is a superior approach compared
to solvatochromic methods. This methodology represents a significant advancement in
the determination of dipole moments of molecules in solution. The combination of this
method with quantum chemical ab initio calculations and with the determination of dipole
moments in the gas phase using High-Resolution-Laser-Induced-Fluorescence-Spectroscopy
significantly expands the scope for determining molecular properties and for enhancing the
method itself. The detailed examination of solvent polarity functions also offers benefits
not only in relation to this methodology but also in broader contexts across diverse fields
of application.
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A consideration of the research domain explored in this dissertation reveals a number
of intriguing avenues and prospective avenues for further investigation which will be
discussed below. This outlook is predicated on the author’s deliberations, which, on the
one hand, pertain to the retention of the measurement methodology while concomitantly
investigating novel systems and, on the other hand, to potential approaches for modifying
the measurement methodology itself.

An intriguing avenue for further exploration within the domain of measurement methodol-
ogy is the examination of the same molecules, but utilising an alternative solvent. This
approach may facilitate the identification of a more optimal solvent, thereby enabling
a more comprehensive investigation into the influence of the solvent on the dissolved
molecule. Moreover, the investigation of larger molecules and molecules with TADF
properties represents a potential avenue for further exploration, as initiated by the working
group. The investigation of larger molecules also indicates a potential avenue for further
research, whereby the entire large molecule is measured, along with the smaller molecules
that constitute it. A combined analysis of the two measurements could then be conducted
to ascertain whether the parameters of the large molecules can be determined from the
individual smaller components. This may permit the proposition that variations of a large
molecular entity may not be required to be carried out through direct measurement of
the large molecule. Instead, the initial step may be to measure the component, thereby
enabling the effect of the exchange to be deduced.

Another interesting approach, contingent on the solubility of the molecule under in-
vestigation, would be to measure it via thermochromic methods using, for instance,
propylene glycol (melting point: -59 ◦C [316]), ethylene glycol (melting point: -12 ◦C
[317]) or glycerol (melting point: 18 ◦C [318]), which on occasion do not crystallise di-
rectly at near the respectiv melting point but form clear, highly viscous liquids, thereby
practically immobilising the dissolved molecule. It should be noted, however, that the
aforementioned measurements are to be carried out at temperatures approximately corre-
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sponding to the respective melting points in order to allow the immobilisation effects to
be exploited fully and to prevent the results being distorted as a result of high temperatures.

Furthermore, it would be beneficial to consider whether a reduction in the data vol-
ume, specifically the number of measuring points at different temperatures, could offer
a notable advantage. Ultimately, the slope of the plot of the spectral shifts against the
solvent polarity function is of paramount importance in the calculation methods. Therefore,
a reduction in the amount of data would facilitate the identification of the essential trend
and mitigate the impact of fluctuations in the measurement conditions, given that absolute
control of the solution behaviour is unfeasible. Concurrently, this would minimise the
measurement and evaluation effort, thereby enabling a more expeditious evaluation and
determination.

Although the benefits of determining dipole moments in solution using thermochromic
methods are evident, a potential avenue for future research could be the integration of
thermochromic and solvatochromic techniques to enhance the differences between the indi-
vidual measurement points of the absorption and emission spectra. This approach could
facilitate a more distinct separation of the absorption and emission bands. The following
research approach could be undertaken: The molecule to be examined is dissolved in a
solvent of choice and the temperature is initiated at a low temperature. Subsequently, the
temperature is increased while simultaneously introducing another solvent, in accordance
with the requisite solubility and shift direction, and the measuring point is recorded. Sub-
sequently, additional measuring points are recorded in accordance with the aforementioned
methodology, with the sole variation being an increase in the concentration of the added
solvent. This, in turn, gives rise to an increase in the complexity of the solvent polarity
function and the determination of the effects of the interaction between the solvent and the
solvate. Nevertheless, the spectral shift can be amplified through the judicious selection
of solvents. By concurrently reducing the number of measurement points as previously
outlined, the requisite effort can be confined to a reasonable scope.

The central point of future research in this area is the detailed investigation of the
individual relevant variables or parameters of the solvent polarity function and, of course,
the solvent polarity functions themselves. Such an understanding could also prove useful in
other research areas. It is therefore of great importance to conduct a thorough investigation
of the refractive indices, taking into account all factors that may influence them, as well
as to investigate the permittivity in a similar manner. This is crucial for providing an
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accurate description of the spectral shifts and thus for determining dipole moments in
solution. A comprehensive and detailed compilation of the solvent polarity functions, which
has already facilitated incremental improvements through ongoing research, is a crucial
element in accurately determining the quantities under investigation. The realisation
of this research direction could be characterised by the development of a new solvent
polarity function, the modification or improvement of existing solvent polarity functions,
or the application of existing solvent polarity functions within calculation methods. It is
important to note, however, that according to the current state of research, a universal
solvent polarity function is not feasible due to the significant differences in the effects of
various solvents. Consequently, a separate or modified solvent polarity function would
be necessary for each class of solvent. A comprehensive understanding of the interaction
between the solvent and the solvate is pivotal to advancing the methodology within this
field of research.
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A. Supplementary Material

A.1. Supplementary to Chapter 8

Table A.1.: BN S0 Cartesian geometry SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ in Bohr.
Atom Coord. Coord. Coord.
C -2.78510654770674 -2.07397750633172 -0.00065638075952

C -4.42875347346047 -0.00804503610364 -0.00114161991966

C -3.46690471856425 2.45064639688674 -0.00001425616521

C -0.86421300721344 2.85337827870892 0.00150320470105

C 0.78113285107767 0.77684988581654 0.00216486312777

C -0.17918850347953 -1.69238657251163 0.00100631905167

H -0.09886703159991 4.74846723526785 0.00204796449615

C 3.46838289495843 1.18228296287141 0.00414988914905

N 5.66533762592656 1.51419454678022 0.00579956504093

H 1.11028336797262 -3.27800376127567 0.00144379229260

H -3.52947024630032 -3.97765916621049 -0.00160163398738

H -6.45047468652260 -0.31264041714134 -0.00239734149034

H -4.73917791142724 4.05041180873632 -0.00023279499364
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.1. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 8

Table A.2.: BN S1 Cartesian geometry SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ in Bohr.
Atom Coord. Coord. Coord.
C -2.81882372 -2.11700850 -0.00048833

C -4.51341269 -0.02083650 -0.00121486

C -3.51202220 2.48186886 -0.00016552

C -0.84081978 2.90529195 0.00161647

C 0.87321873 0.79101519 0.00224672

C -0.14142142 -1.73469400 0.00108574

H -0.08978350 4.80415232 0.00263939

C 3.51590234 1.18929455 0.00393692

N 5.72381514 1.52187732 0.00539745

H 1.13593269 -3.32780224 0.00145631

H -3.54772897 -4.02492541 -0.00117734

H -6.53110558 -0.32496986 -0.00243232

H -4.77077043 4.09025498 -0.00082907
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.1. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 8

Table A.3.: 1,2-DCB S0 Cartesian geometry SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ in Bohr.
Atom Coord. Coord. Coord.
C -1.76136993584408 -3.08553848136883 -0.00125216169287

C -3.40378917198719 -1.01846939426014 -0.00223791973210

C -2.44537006647503 1.43453680022069 -0.00142234288063

C 0.17029432468794 1.83574345515735 0.00035197609187

C 1.82670071742784 -0.24905734040993 0.00126924639286

C 0.84477449264884 -2.70630514109007 0.00045842493087

C 1.14010439017613 4.37094888511429 0.00091320011091

C 4.51557724408673 0.12302622171904 0.00277326408232

N 6.72338842412715 0.37852234093099 0.00409968039785

H 2.13287668582981 -4.29241035650265 0.00104113957373

H -2.50640565498574 -4.98845734212972 -0.00174515357645

H -5.42585895758141 -1.31420621752522 -0.00347376120147

H -3.69917836560351 3.04787369676728 -0.00212044340227

N 1.88825587349248 6.46379287337696 0.00134485090532
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.1. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 8

Table A.4.: 1,2-DCB S1 Cartesian geometry SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ in Bohr.
Atom Coord. Coord. Coord.
C -1.79459378 -3.14203629 -0.00102214

C -3.46636883 -1.03799223 -0.00230502

C -2.48229849 1.46272525 -0.00183238

C 0.20720942 1.91157300 0.00029037

C 1.90910650 -0.23014792 0.00106041

C 0.86397094 -2.74873436 0.00069407

C 1.14388436 4.41147350 0.00148075

C 4.55591872 0.11719280 0.00234520

N 6.77591682 0.36291593 0.00317173

H 2.15257104 -4.33353432 0.00166772

H -2.52756418 -5.04688898 -0.00132081

H -5.48759182 -1.32139982 -0.00369522

H -3.73476458 3.07624258 -0.00300516

N 1.88460389 6.51861087 0.00247048
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.1. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 8

Table A.5.: 1,3-DCB S0 Cartesian geometry SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ in Bohr.
Atom Coord. Coord. Coord.
C -2.80666610751423 -2.04946650542469 -0.00064100359475

C -4.45321616241570 0.00696643910282 -0.00098049997365

C -3.47865793858830 2.47113954441300 0.00016912246305

C -0.86654817029450 2.87970431317228 0.00177497808409

C 0.76632801654785 0.80008965868088 0.00219344527393

C -0.20013908172486 -1.66724445707898 0.00097831815956

H -0.11727906658131 4.78051867633879 0.00258032113735

C 3.45394517862840 1.20162055716263 0.00394336990390

N 5.65203864273856 1.52415037791587 0.00542192393974

H 1.08747062851035 -3.25403663924710 0.00152843264221

H -3.55491692917682 -3.95063930199778 -0.00181359667044

H -6.47684503635626 -0.27717364798105 -0.00227574254022

C -5.17227170765364 4.59632817688265 -0.00055147183291

N -6.56307040562063 6.32883116564012 -0.00131805253561
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.1. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 8

Table A.6.: 1,3-DCB S1 Cartesian geometry SCS-CC2/cc-pVTZ in Bohr.
Atom Coord. Coord. Coord.
C -2.82429873 -2.09483701 -0.00064664

C -4.52330928 -0.00633258 -0.00109996

C -3.53420817 2.51895181 0.00011439

C -0.84607036 2.93211000 0.00198379

C 0.83959485 0.79781331 0.00235577

C -0.15759619 -1.72429623 0.00101694

H -0.09853285 4.83214066 0.00307530

C 3.48514361 1.20604467 0.00394087

N 5.69075692 1.54406597 0.00524157

H 1.12207080 -3.31406069 0.00126576

H -3.57207011 -3.99502386 -0.00163238

H -6.54324247 -0.29749125 -0.00232293

C -5.19206987 4.62066501 -0.00074223

N -6.57599629 6.37103855 -0.00154071
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.2. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 10

A.2. Supplementary to Chapter 10

Figure A.1.: Absorption maxima of 2-methylindole and its fit function.

Figure A.2.: Emission maxima of 2-methylindole with fit function.
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.2. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 10

Figure A.3.: Absorption maxima of 3-methylindole and its fit function.

Figure A.4.: Emission maxima of 3-methylindole with fit function.
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.2. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 10

Figure A.5.: Absorption maxima of 4-methylindole and its fit function.

Figure A.6.: Emission maxima of 4-methylindole with fit function.
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.2. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 10

Figure A.9.: Absorption maxima of 6-methylindole and its fit function.

Figure A.10.: Emission maxima of 6-methylindole with fit function.
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A. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL A.2. SUPPLEMENTARY TO CHAPTER 10

Figure A.11.: Absorption maxima of 7-methylindole and its fit function.

Figure A.12.: Emission maxima of 7-methylindole with fit function.
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