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LETTERS: NEW OBSERVATIONS

Freezing of Gait Does Not
Modulate Beta Oscillations
in Mesial Cortical Motor Areas

Many patients with Parkinson® disease (PD) and freezing
of gait (FOG) are still able to ride a bicycle easily. Recently,
Storzer and colleague’s described an increase of oscillatory
activity ~18 Hz in local ! eld potential (LFP) recordings from
the subthalamic nucleus characteristic for patients with FOG.
Here, we examined movement-associated cortical oscillatory
activity in freezers and nonfreezers during bicycling, walking,
and turning using mobile electroencephalography.

We studied 20 PD patients with FOG (freezers), 13 PD
patients without FOG (nonfreezers), and 16 age-matched
healthy controls. Each measurement started with a rest mea-
surement, that is, sitting or standing followed by sequences of
movement (bicycling or walking) to investigate movement ini-
tiation. After each walking sequence, participants performed
180' turns. Cortical beta activity (13-35 Hz) was compared
between the 3 groups. Power changes were expressed relative
to baseline, and analyses were focused on the Cz electrode.
To specl cally investigate FOG-related differences, turns with
and without freezing were compared in freezers. To provide
evidence for negativel ndings, we computed the Bayes factor
for selected comparisons.By convention, a Bayes factor <0.33
is considered substantial evidence in support of the null
hypothesi¢ (see Supplementary Material for methodological
details).

The analysis of gait parameters revealed impairments of
walking in freezers (see Supplementary Table 1). However, a
linear mixed model revealed no effect of group! ? (2) = 0.81,

P = .67; that is, freezers did not show altered cortical beta
power. The Bayes factor for the main effect of group was
0.22, providing evidence for equal beta power across groups.
When comparing cortical beta power in freezing and non-
freezing turns, the Bayes factor was 0.32, providing evidence
for equal power in both conditions. No narrowband oscilla-
tion at ~18 Hz was observed in any group or condition, but
broad-band suppression of power in the beta band was
evident during all types of movements for all groups
(Fig. 1A). We detected a main effect of movement type on
beta power,! 2 (2) = 22.34, P < .001. Post-hoc pairwise testing
showed a stronger beta power suppression in bicycling
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than in walking (t-ratio = ! 3.565, P = .002) and turning
(t-ratio = ! 4.76, P < .001), but no difference between walking
and turning (t-ratio = ! 1.23, P = .44; Fig 1B).

With these ! ndings, we replicated that bicycling and walk-
ing are associated with suppression of cortical oscillatory
activity in the beta band, which is stronger in bicycling com-
pared to walking.® Our analyses revealed no differences ir
oscillatory activity in the beta band between groups, not even
in the presence of freezing. As we could not detect a cortica
equivalent of the characteristic, subthalamic ~18 Hz signal
reported previously, our ! ndings indicate a subordinate role
of the cortical motor areas in the generation of FOG. These
results instead may suggest a wholly subcortical generation o
the reported ~18 Hz signal.e
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FIG. 1. (A) Group average time frequency representations of power changes relative to baseline (dB; color-coded) in freezers, nonfreezers, and healthy
controls, time-locked to movement initiation (t = 0). (B) Representation of power differences (dB) relative to baseline during movement initiation in
freezers, nonfreezers, and healthy controls. [Color! gure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com] |
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